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6th July 2020 
Dear Parents / carers 

 

I hope you have had a restful weekend with your families. Apologies in advance for the lengthy message on 
this Monday morning, but we must address some of the key messages we received last week. Hopefully, you 

will find the advanced information helpful as you prepare for next term. 
 

The pandemic, and the partial closure of school has led to several key events not taking place this term. Sports 
day; achievement evening; the new student and the parent transition days; being just a few examples of the 

postponed events. Whilst some of them have already been rearranged for later in the year, losing the 

opportunity for our ‘new’ Year 7 to spend two days in school was a real blow for all concerned, particularly the 
students themselves. Sadly, this is an event that cannot be rearranged, the cancellation of which has left many 

of these young students understandably anxious about attending a school in September they many never have 
visited. With this in mind we have decided to stay with our original plan that our new Y7 students will return 

on Thursday 3rd September with the rest of the school joining on Friday 4th September. This will allow 

for our new Year 7 students to spend a day in school, alone, familiarising themselves with their new 
surroundings, new teachers and new classmates.  

 
As you may be aware, the DfE has released the guidance for the opening of schools in September. I have read 

through the 35-page document and thought that it would be helpful for you to know now how the guidance 
will affect Chertsey High School’s provision for next term. Although the guidance provides schools with some 

flexibility around the arrangements, we will strictly be following the recommendations. Over the next two 

weeks the leadership team will be developing a plan for this full return which we will share with you upon its 
completion. 

 
The design of our building means that almost all student and staff movement occur in corridors which means 

we will be looking to establish a  ‘school within a school’ experience for the different year groups as well as 

employing one way routes and considering some staggered timings in order to significantly reduce the chance 
of face to face social contact. This will be a very complex planning operation which will include regular hygiene 

stations, deep cleaning teams and regulated student movement. Even with the most precise planning it is 
worth recognising that with 630 students on the school site we simply cannot guarantee social distancing at 

all times. The guidance is clear that students will be in full classes of 30 which will mean pairs sat next to one 

another. Our focus instead will be to reduce face to face contact and make hygiene, such as the sanitising and 
washing of hands and equipment, a priority. Classrooms have already been adjusted so all students will face 

forwards and a one-way system will ensure that students do not encounter others walking the opposite 
direction. 

  
I am sure that there will be many more updates over the course of the summer and so I will wait for a few 

weeks before I finalise the detailed risk assessment.  I will make sure that you have a copy well before the 

beginning of term. 
 

A few of the practical considerations 
  

Bubbles 

We will arrange and organise the school into year group bubbles. This will mean that a year group can eat 
together, have break and lunch time together and play sport as a year group. 

  
Drop off and Pick Up 

The guidance still requires a staggered drop off and pick up system. The staggered pick up and drop off will 
need to be thought through carefully. We are also planning to continue with our Extra Curricular activities 

within year group bubbles from the 14th September, but there needs to be some major logistical changes. 

We will not be able to run Breakfast Club, as this would mean that year group bubbles would be mixing.  
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Specialist Teachers 
Specialist teachers are able to enter bubbles as long as they remain 2m away from the children. Students are 

able to share certain school resources as long as they are wiped or left for 48 hours (72 hours if plastic). This 

will mean that certain lessons will be about 5 minutes shorter to allow for staff to wipe down the surfaces. 
Peripatetic music lessons will resume, but under strict guidelines. Peripatetic teachers often work in several 

schools and so, to minimise the risk of cross contamination, these lessons will take place in the Music Prep 
rooms only. Peripatetic teachers will have to remain 2m away from the pupils at all times and will not be able 

to enter any other areas within the school. 
  

Uniform and Equipment 

Full school uniform is to be worn and the students can bring in school bags each day. Uniform does not need 
to be washed any more often than usual. Water bottles can go home at the end of the day. Normal 

expectations in terms of hair, uniform and equipment will apply.  
  

Catering 

The school will continue to provide lunches and snacks, however the logistics of this are not yet finalised. We 
will be working with our caterers over the summer to see how this would work in practice. 

 
Events and Visitors 

Events such as concerts, performances and parents’ evenings are still not able to take place and only specialists 
from outside agencies for SEND children are able to visit the school. We are currently investigating the option 

of Virtual Parents Evenings as a possible way to feedback to you on your child’s progress. 

  
And finally, school is compulsory from September and any absence must be authorised by me. 

 
Thank you to you all for your continuous support and feedback regarding our Home Learning provision and 

concerns or queries for September. I am conscious that a big concern for some parents will be ‘student mental 

wellbeing and anxiety’ in terms of a return to school. I wanted to reassure you about this by briefly detailing 
some of the plans to support students in this regard.  We have found with those students in presently that 

once in school the anxiety for most students dissipates and they are able to relax in an environment they are 
familiar with. I’m sure we have all felt this anxiety; I certainly do every year when returning to work after the 

summer. 

 
Finally, we will work incredibly hard in September to present to the students the school they remember from 

March. For most students, a return to structure, routine, great lessons, interaction, and a culture of high 
expectations is all they will need to relax again. This will be supported by a new tutor programme, a PSHE 

relaunch across all four year groups and a wellbeing programme headed by our new Assistant Headteacher, 
Ms Lalli.  

  

Please visit our YouTube page for our Theme of the Week and other messages from Chertsey High School. 
 

I will be in touch again at the end of the week with an update on staffing for September. Please continue to 
stay in touch, keep safe and enjoy the virtual Sports Week ahead! 

 

Yours faithfully, 
 

 
 

 
Mrs Munnik 

Headteacher 

https://youtu.be/KflU48RIQRg

