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10th July 2020 
Dear Parent/Carers, 

 

September: full opening of school 
Can you believe lockdown began over 107 days ago? Although many restrictions have now been lifted, it 

certainly does not feel like we have, as of yet, returned fully to normal life. This is certainly the feeling we 
have here at CHS, where each day we are only able to care for a small percentage of students. 

 
The brilliant news is that we are now in a position to plan for a full re-opening of the school for all students in 

September. Guided by the most recent Government publication, the school has drawn up specific plans to 

enable learning by reducing the contact between different year groups, maximising distancing between those 
in school and minimising potential contamination as far as practically possible. The plans follow current 

Government guidance - should this change during the holiday period; we will duly inform you of any 
amendments to arrangements. This communication provides an overview of the plans and a separate 

communication will be sent in closer to September to each year group detailing specific and relevant 

information. 
 

The September return to school for all students is hugely welcomed by us all, but in making this a viable and 
sustainable option it is crucial that appropriate arrangements are in place and understood by the whole school 

community. Our school will look and feel different to students. To support them, my staff and I will do as 
much as possible to maintain a conducive learning environment that will embody safety, well-being, education 

and inclusivity. 

 
In addition to the safety of students and staff, our priorities are the curriculum and restoring good learning 

habits. We understand there will be gaps in students’ knowledge and skills and are taking this into account 
with our planning. 

 

To enable our return in September, all staff will return to school on Tuesday 1st September where our staff 
conference will focus on the school’s plans to support students returning to school. Year 7 students will return 

to school on Thursday 3rd September at 8.00 (earlier than normal) via the main entrance and remaining 
year groups will return on Friday 4th September again via the main entrance. As from Friday 4th September 

we will have a staggered start to the school day for all students (including Year 7). Students will be expected 

to go directly to their new form rooms, guided by their teachers - these will be communicated to you separately. 
All students will be expected to be in full school uniform. 

 

Year 7 08.15 (for a 08.20 start) 

Year 8 08.20 (for a 08.25 start) 

Year 9 08.25 (for a 08.30 start) 

Year 10 08.30 (for a 08.35 start) 

 

To minimise movement around the school, year groups will be taught within a year group ‘bubble.’ This will 

mean that there will be minimum movement around school and interaction with other year groups during 
transition to lessons or at break and lunchtime. Each year group will be typically based in one geographical 

area of the school and have tutor time, assembly and most lessons within the classrooms located within this 
area. Year groups will be based in the following areas: 

 

Year 7 English Corridor 

Year 8 Maths Corridor 

Year 9 Science Corridor 

Year 10 Humanities Corridor 
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It will often mean that teachers will move to the classroom to teach the lessons. However, lessons such as PE 
will be taught in subject specialist areas. This will be made possible by year groups being taught separately 

and at different times. Between the different teaching times for each year group there will be a stringent 

cleaning routine of teaching areas and equipment. 
 

Within the classroom, desks will be placed facing forward; teachers will follow social distancing 
recommendations between students and other members of staff; sanitisers will be made available in each 

classroom or nearby and students will be expected to make use of this provision; students are expected to 
bring and to use their own stationery; there is no expectation for students to wear face coverings. 

 

Break and lunch times will be staggered at different times and locations, each year group will have a dedicated 
food servery point and recreation area. Toilets will be clearly labelled for exclusive use by a year group and 

will have a heightened and frequent cleaning routine. Water fountains will be open, but students will be 
encouraged to bring their own water bottle and fill it themselves.  

 

The end of school will be on a phased departure from the school building. Timings of phased departure will 
be as follows: 

 

Year 7 14.50pm 

Year 8 14.55pm 

Year 9 15.00pm 

Year 10 15.05pm 

 

Extra-Curricular clubs will commence on Monday 14th September.  
I hope the summary of our plans for September reassure you that the school continues to prepare for all 

students returning safely and as such, the school will update its risk assessments accordingly.  I would ask 
that you also read the year group guidance that will follow before opening in September and talk through 

these arrangements at home to fully support a successful return to school. Finally, I would like to draw to your 

attention that attendance to school will be compulsory, except for clinically extremely vulnerable students.  
 

Have a blessed and restful weekend ahead. 
 

 
Yours faithfully, 

 

 
 

 
Mrs Munnik 

Headteacher 


