
 

 

Headteacher: Mrs Zelia Munnik 

Telephone: 01932 598020 

Chertsey Road, Addlestone, Surrey KT15 2EP 

Email: info@chertseyhighschool.co.uk www.chertseyhighschool.co.uk 

Company Registration No: 07768726 VAT Registration No: 200109287 

 

15th May 2020 
Dear Parents/Carers,  
 
Well done to all those students who have kept up with their routines of learning, exercise and helping around 
the house this week. Many thanks to all those families who have supported the students to do this so well.  

 
Moving forward: 

Following the PM’s announcement on Sunday night and the further detail which was released on Monday, it is 

clear that there will be no return to school for secondary students in the near future. Chertsey High School is 
far too quiet at the moment and we would love to see a return to some sort of normality, however, it is 

essential that this only happens when it is safe to do so. We are clearly not at this point yet. We are currently 
considering the implications of the announcements on a wide range of school matters including in-school 

provision, home learning, calendar dates and the next school year. We know from your feedback that the vast 
majority of you are more than happy with the current provision. However, as the children will not be back in 

school on a full-time basis until September, we need to keep improving what we do to ensure that we have a 

system that delivers a consistently good deal for every student. There will be further communications from 
the school next week that will lay out details of what this will mean for each year group. 

 
We are all trying to navigate our way through these unchartered waters, however, I would like to reassure 

you that we remain as committed as ever to supporting your children through the coming weeks and months. 

 
When we do re-open our doors to our students again, our initial priority will be to support their emotional 

wellbeing, before we begin to bridge the gaps that will have emerged in academic learning. Re-establishing 
routines and re-connecting with friends and staff will be key priorities. In the meantime, we will continue to 

do all we can to support students’ learning via Microsoft Teams and Show My Homework. Engagement with 
this has been very positive and as a result we will be adapting our current provision accordingly for the second 

half of the Summer Term. More information on this will follow next week.   

 
We have now launched our very own CHS YouTube channel. Please follow this link to see the latest videos 

and messages posted each week. Attached to this email is a quick guide to show you how to subscribe to this 
channel. Those who do this will be able to access all the material in the playlists which are updated regularly 

with learning resources from departments that can’t be viewed elsewhere. 

 
Whilst there is uncertainty about when we will be able to re-open, one certainty is that our staff very much 

miss your sons and daughters and cannot wait until they see them face-to-face again, when it is safe to do 
so. It’s tempting to let our heads go down at a time like this. There are so many normal, simple things that 

we are missing – a hug from a grandparent, the sound of an ice-cream van, going shopping with friends. To 

help us keep our heads up can I suggest three places to look at this time? 
 

 1. Look to the future: We will beat this virus, and we will return to albeit a “new normal” and when we do, 
we will be stronger – and more grateful – because of what we’ve been through together. As you look to the 

future, set yourself goals for this time that you will be proud to have achieved. I’m working towards a 13 mile 
run. Looking to the future helps us make the best use of today – to keep on top of our work and to exercise 

so that we’re in better shape physically and mentally when school opens again. Check out the advice at the 

end of this letter about how to work like a real star.  
 

2. Look outwards: Probably the simplest and best way to build character is to think less about ourselves 
and more about others. This government website offers ideas: you could offer to drop food shopping off on 

the doorstep, stay in touch over the phone or via social media, and encourage older people to stay busy doing 

things like cooking, reading, online learning, watching films or online exercise. Maybe your son/daughter could 
organise an online game or quiz night for their grandparents or a family member. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCBStGGILRVvmn2u3_FP-jKg/videos
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-how-to-help-safely--2/coronavirus-how-to-help-safely
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3. Look upwards: We’re not on this earth through some freak accident. We’re here for a purpose and we’re 
loved more than we could ever know. Our ‘Themes of the Week’ each week, help us look upwards when we’re 

most tempted to let our heads go down. Please make sure your son/daughter watch their weekly assembly 

delivered on a Monday by a member of the Senior Leadership Team and on a Wednesday by their Head of 
Year.  

 
Can I remind you that there are a number of ways you can get in touch if you need help: 

1. All staff contact details are on the website (Parents > Staff Contact Details) 
Please click here to go to our website 

2. For technical help with online working contact:  

Mrs Tack – Tackk@chertseyhighschool.co.uk  
3. For any student welfare or safeguarding concern please contact:  

Mrs Davis – DavisA@chertseyhighschool.co.uk  
4. For parent to request a place for their child at Chertsey High School, please contact: 

Mrs Struthers – StruthersC@chertseyhighschool.co.uk  

 
Stay safe, stay strong and know we are all in this together! 

 
Yours sincerely, 

 
 

 

Mrs Munnik 
Headteacher 
 
 
P.S. Here are my top tips for students working like a star:  

1. Space: Find a good space to work. You're looking for a table and chair that are comfortable to work at in 
a space where you won't be disturbed or distracted. Set up a routine for the week and make a space in your 

diary for everything you need to do. Plan ahead so you and the family know what's coming; that way you can 
support each other and share devices. 
 

 2. Think: Thinking is the key to remembering. We remember what we think about; everything else gets 

forgotten. This is why school feels like hard work; your teachers are making you think! But when it feels like 
we've exercised our brains it means that they are growing, and we are becoming more intelligent. Don’t 

become a passenger – get into the driving seat of your own learning. Be curious and take the initiative to find 

things out for yourself.  
 

3. Ask: Don’t worry about getting into trouble or falling behind. If you are struggling it is likely that others 
are as well. If you need help with a task you can post questions on Microsoft Teams or email your class 

teacher. You need to be careful that this doesn't become a distraction, but if your parents are supportive why 
not contact friends to discuss the work you are doing and even ask for help? Remember that your parents will 

be able to help with some of your work, as well as other family members. 
 

 4. Rest: To make it workable you need to plan in quality time to rest, relax and get outside. We expect you 
to do about three hours of work set by your teachers each day, but this can be spread out. Some of us are 

only able to work for about 20-30 minutes before we need a break. That is fine! Whilst taking a break from 

your study remember to eat healthy food, drink water and make some time for exercise each day. Staying 
active and healthy is crucial and will support your body and brain to engage in your studies well. Then get 

back to work after your break. Don’t worry if you haven't had time to finish a particular task by the end of the 
timetabled lesson time; you can finish it off later. Most importantly of all, sleep for at least eight hours a night! 

https://www.chertseyhighschool.co.uk/1156/staff-contact-details
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