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17th July 2020 
Dear Parents/Carers, 

 

Well, what a year! When we initially moved into our new, permanent building I expected a few challenges 
along the way, but I did not foresee anything like this. There is nothing I want more than to have our students 

back under one roof. We know that children learn best when they are in school with their specialist teachers, 
and we will balance this with careful measures taken to reduce any risk of infection from the Covid-19 virus. 

This letter sets out more of our plans in the broadest sense, and there are further details in the FAQs below. 

Throughout all of this pandemic we have thoroughly appreciated the support you have offered the school 

and staff. In early April, after 2 weeks of lockdown, we sought your views on the provision we offered and 

we have adjusted and developed this since, wherever possible. I am pleased that we have been able to offer 
a mixture between pre-recorded lessons, live tutor sessions twice a week, subject clinics once a week and 

increased our provision for the key worker and vulnerable children. We have maintained our offer of 
resources and learning activities for all students and ensured that we have kept in touch with as many as 

possible.  

I am acutely aware that each student will have approached this situation differently and we will support them 
all to return to school in a sensitive and constructive way. You too will have been in a very difficult position 

over the long months since we closed the school in March, with many demands and concerns over the future. 

For your support during these difficult times, I cannot begin to express my gratitude. 

Organisation of the school day 
As mentioned in my previous communications, our students will be organised into year group bubbles that will 

be intact throughout the day and will come into the school through staggered times to minimise mixing. They 

will mostly remain in one area of the school and will have break and lunch times with that year group only. 
Teachers will move around school for most lessons, although occasional lessons (such as PE) will be taught in 

specialist areas. Break and lunch time will be phased so students can have some fresh air and something to 
eat. 

 

Health and safety 
Students will be expected to observe social distancing at all times when it is possible, and we will enable this 

in classrooms and corridors wherever feasible. Their approach to this will be crucial and I am confident that 
they will be keen to engage with school and get back to normal. We will maintain the intensive cleaning and 

hygiene protocols that we have in place and extend these to the whole site. 

 
Infection 

If any member of the school community, child or adult, has symptoms of the virus they must not attend school 
until tested and then follow national guidelines if this is positive. This is incredibly important as if someone 

comes into school with symptoms it could mean that students and staff who are in their year group are 

required to self-isolate for 2 weeks. 

Learning and curriculum 

We will keep the curriculum as broad and balanced as possible and enable our students to experience the 
rich and stimulating learning that they enjoy here. We will ensure that, during the Autumn term, teachers 

check how effectively students learnt during the school closure and do this carefully, followed by amended 
teaching where needed. Students will still be able to cover all their timetable and the rooming will be 

adjusted where necessary. 
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Wellbeing and support 
We will continue with all the wellbeing work that is a hallmark of the school and support every child in the 

best way we can. There will be some changes to how we organise this, but our ambition remains to give 

every child the best possible support we can manage.  

Transport 

We encourage all children to walk or cycle if possible, or for you to drop off and pick up a short distance from 
the school to reduce congestion. We are still liaising with Surrey CC about arrangements for the Yellow Bus 

scheme and you will be written to separately once we have more information regarding this service. 

Car Park 

I am delighted to share the good news with you that we are on track to have Phase 2 of our building work 

completed for the start of September. We will no longer require the use of Abbey Rangers Football Club’s car 
park, but parents will now be able to use the car park at the front of the school (next to the Hub) as a drop 

off and pick up area. It will however be important that we use this facility as a last resort and that students, 
where possible, walk or cycle to school.  

 

I hope that you are relieved that your child will be able to come back to school soon – we are certainly looking 
forward to seeing them. We know that it has been a huge burden on parents to support home learning in the 

way you have, and we appreciate all of your efforts. There will be much to learn from the period of closure, 
and it may be a while before school returns to normal. We are also aware that there is the possibility of a 

return to localised lockdown in the Autumn and are planning for how this would be managed. 

During this pandemic our school community has pulled together; teachers have gone that extra mile (or 100!); 

children have shown incredible strength and resilience to change; and you, the parents, have supported us all 

throughout. Your understanding, trust and appreciation has helped us more than you could possibly realise 
and I know that, after a rest, we will all be ready to adapt to whatever the DfE and Government throw at us 

between now and opening in September. 
  

I will keep you up to date over the summer of any further changes that we are required to make, but I am 

hopeful that we can return to as near normal as possible. Next year will undoubtedly be another busy year for 
Chertsey High (when is it not?) with the addition of a new Year 7 cohort, more new staff, and a brand new 

car park! 
 

I will write to you again before September with details about the start of term. Please read the FAQs below 

and let the school know if there are any aspects that you would like further clarity on. 
  

Thank you again for everything you have done for Chertsey High, especially for all your kind words and 
messages of encouragement over the last five months. I hope that you have a blessed summer, and all remain 

safe and well. 
 

 

Yours faithfully, 
 

 
 

 

Mrs Munnik 

Headteacher 


