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19th March 2020 
 
Dear parents/carers, 
 
Despite the unusual state of affairs, we have had a really good day at Chertsey High School today. After a 
series of lessons, Y9s ended the day on a high with a team-building PE afternoon. The students have once 
again risen to the challenge and demonstrated a sensible, optimistic and cheerful response despite all the 
current uncertainty. They are a credit to themselves, you their families and to the school. 
  
There are of course a number of students who are struggling with the impact of all that is going on and we 
will do all we can to continue supporting them over the coming weeks. Please see the attached information 
from Dr D’Amario,  Educational Psychologist at Salesian School and do let us know if you feel that your child 
needs additional support. 
  
The rest of this email refers to arrangements for those children who are entitled to ongoing in-school 
education. For the majority who are about to embark on the facilitation of home learning, please know that 
we will be staying in touch and doing all we can to support you with this challenge over the coming weeks. 
By Monday the school website should have been updated with additional information about this and we 
will continue to give you regular updates about how best to support your child’s education during this 
period.  Please do remind your child to check their school email account as tutors and teachers will be 
emailing them directly in the coming days, a link can be found on the Student Information page of our 
website. 
  
Re: In-school provision for qualifying children 
  
We had hoped to have had clarification on which children qualify for continuing supervision in school by 
now but at the time of writing the government has still not published any detail on this. We will update you 
on this once we hear more but in the meantime it seems that this will include children with EHCPs, those 
under the care of a social worker and children where both parents (or a sole parent) are considered to be 
key workers. This list is likely to include NHS staff, social support staff/carers, emergency services, armed 
forces, teachers and support staff, those working in food and healthcare delivery and possibly others. 
  
I have to admit that it feels pretty uncomfortable to prevent children from having access to the school but, 
whilst we would like to stay open for all our families who need us, we have an obligation to ensure that we 
do our bit to implement the government’s plan to limit social interaction. We will therefore be sticking 
rigidly to government guidelines. We will be in touch separately with those families who we know are 
facing difficulties but do not qualify for this provision. 
  
For those who do qualify, we would ask you to inform the school via email to Mrs Struthers 
(struthersc@chertseyhighschool.co.uk) if you haven’t done so already. We shall in the first instance be 
planning provision for the next two weeks as well as what we may need in terms of childcare for the Easter 
holidays. Once we have seen what the demand is we will go on to plan provision for next term. Please note 
that even if your child does qualify, you are under no obligation to take up the provision. 
  
Whilst we are happy to provide in-school supervision for children on a part-time basis i.e. a certain number 
of days a week, we are not providing a service that people can dip in and out of. We need to know exactly 
who will be here and when so we can plan to divide our work force accordingly between those who will be 
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preparing online resources and those who will be looking after children in school. 
  
For those children who will be attending school, it is our intention, at least for the next two weeks to keep 
things as “normal” as possible i.e. school uniform, in class with other students from their year group.. The 
children will be covering the same material as has been set for students who are learning at home. In 
addition to that they should bring in their PE kit and a reading book. The school canteen will remain open 
albeit with a limited menu. 
  
We will continue to adapt this offering as we go along and gain a better understanding of what is required. 
We will be in touch with a further update about our in-school provision again before the end of term. 
  
I will write again next week but in the meantime, we wish you and your families a peaceful weekend. 
  
Warm regards 
 
 

 
Mrs Zelia Munnik 
Headteacher 


