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27th March 2020 
 

Dear Parents / Carers 

I hope all is going well on the home front. It’s been very quiet here at school this week with only a few 

students.  Given this we have made plans to scale back further on our provision from next week, Monday 

30th March. Whilst most of our families have now found ways of looking after their children safely at home, we 

appreciate that there will still be days when we will need to provide childcare for those families that qualify, 

particularly for the children of parents who work for the NHS and other key sectors who are being asked to 

take on additional work. 

Where this is the case, we would ask that you contact the school through Mrs Struthers at 

struthersc@chertseyhighschool.co.uk  before 2pm on the day before the provision is required and we will 

ensure that staff are available to look after your child. Again, this provision should continue to be a last resort 

option and wherever it can be done safely, childcare should happen at home. 

Your support and understanding with the fact that the school is, to all intents and purposes, closed are much 

appreciated. We have however received a number of calls from parents asking to come in and pick up students’ 

belongings that have been left behind. If this needs to be done, please contact your child's Head of Year so 

that we can ensure someone is free to help your child collect their belongings.  

For those of you who have children in Year 6 who are due to transfer to Chertsey High in September, we will 

be in touch regarding induction days in the Summer term.  Enrolment Packs have been sent out and we would 

urge you to complete and return these as soon as possible.  For those families who are on our waiting list the 

normal process of offering out places will continue during school closure, however there will undoubtedly be 

some delays.  For any queries regarding the waiting list please email admissions@chertseyhighschool.co.uk. 

Please share this information with anyone else you know who is waiting for news on a place and isn’t already 

a Chertsey High parent. 

One of the many challenges currently facing families throughout the country is how to deal with a bereavement 

at a time when many of the normal avenues of support are not functioning. Quite apart from the current 

extraordinary situation, in a community as tight as ours we do generally support several families with 

bereavement at any one time. Whilst it will be no substitute for what we usually offer, we have uploaded 

additional resources to a Bereavement Support section of the website aimed at supporting families in this 

situation. 

On a lighter note, well done to all of you who have been getting in touch regarding the creative approaches 

you have been taking to keep the learning going through the closure. There are a whole host of new and free 

resources coming online every day and we are currently working on a system to alert you to the ones which 

we think are most worthwhile. Please keep an eye on the Online Resources section of our Home Learning 

page for further details.  

We have been talking with school leaders today about how we ensure that we know every single family in our 

school community is ok without having to make 450 separate telephone calls! I hope, if it hasn’t already 

happened, that in the coming days, every family will have had some form of direct contact with a member of 

staff. However, given the logistics of this, please don’t hesitate to contact us first if there is a problem. As I 
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have said before, our number one concern continues to be the well-being of the children; if there is anything 

we need to know in order to better secure this, please get in touch with one of those whose details can be 

found on the Staff Contacts page of the website.  

We shall be in touch again next week to update you on any other developments. In the meantime, best wishes 

for a happy weekend, I hope you manage to create a bit of variety and enjoy doing something different to what 

has been going on all week – there certainly shouldn’t be any school work for the children!  

Warm regards 

 
 

Mrs Zelia Munnik 

Headteacher 
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