
 

Headteacher: Mrs Zelia Munnik 

Telephone: 01932 598020 

Chertsey Road, Addlestone, Surrey KT15 2EP 

Email: info@chertseyhighschool.co.uk www.chertseyhighschool.co.uk 

Company Registration No: 07768726 VAT Registration No: 200109287 

 

3rd April 2020 

Dear All, 

As this term draws to a close, can I apologise for the length of this communication but there seems to be 
much to say before we break up for Easter, therefore please bear with me. 

It has been good to speak to so many of you in person this week and encouraging to know that the vast 
majority of families are in good health and generally bearing up despite the circumstances; your resilience is 
to be congratulated. Please remember in your prayers those families who are facing difficulties at this time, 
particularly the bereaved and those who are worried about sick relatives. 

We are incredibly grateful to everyone for all the effort that has been put in so far to support the children 
with their learning at home which overall seems to be going well. Whilst we are still waiting for further 
information from the Department of Education about how the wider education system will be adapted, we 
thought it important to share with you before the end of this term how we are planning to adapt our provision 
going forward. 

It is clear that in some cases, there has been too much work set and in others too little. We have spoken to 
teachers about this and reinforced the guidelines for setting work next term. Please follow the Home Learning 
Curriculum Guidance that was send out by Mrs Goulborn on Wednesday as this will provide curriculum 
structure, signpost learning and answer some FAQs. The guides set out with the letter are applicable for the 
first half of the summer term and will be updated when necessary; some already contain information that 
covers the whole term.  

We are also conscious that when working at home screen time will go up. We have asked Heads of 
Department to plan and set a range of non-screen tasks that students can complete. This work will be set in 
the usual way (via SMHW in most cases) but will involve practical tasks that do not involve the use of a 
computer. This work will be set after the Easter Holiday. 

We feel that during the duration of the school closure, students should be doing a solid three hours of 
learning, a bit of exercise and some practical activity. They can choose which work to complete but should 
try to complete work for all subjects over the course of a week.  

Our advice is to establish and then stick to a consistent routine for this. Children need structure, routine and 
reassurance in times of uncertainty, and we appreciate the efforts you are going to provide this. We have 
also set out some additional Home Learning information below as it applies to the students. Whilst the 
individual Heads of Year will be sharing this with the children, it will be good if you could reinforce this by 
discussing it with your son and daughter too. 

Additional Home Learning information: 
• The most important thing for our younger students, is that they maintain good working habits and 

routines. 
• There will be less emphasis on them learning new material and more on them consolidating, deepening 

and applying their existing knowledge. 
• Some of the work set will be project based and they will only rarely be asked to submit the projects for 

marking, they should however continue to email their teachers if they have questions or need support. 



 

Headteacher: Mrs Zelia Munnik 

Telephone: 01932 598020 

Chertsey Road, Addlestone, Surrey KT15 2EP 

Email: info@chertseyhighschool.co.uk www.chertseyhighschool.co.uk 

Company Registration No: 07768726 VAT Registration No: 200109287 

 

• We would continue to recommend that some time is also dedicated to reading and physical exercise 
each day (this applies to students in all year groups) 

• It would help us to monitor whether they are accessing the work set if students log into Show My 
Homework rather than just access the work using the filter system. Please contact Mrs Tack at 
tackk@chertseyhighschool.co.uk if you have trouble logging into your account.  

• We have asked teachers to ensure that they are not bombarding parents with communication, but if 
you feel that your son or daughter is not working hard enough, please contact their Head of Year who 
will be happy to speak to them. 

Staff are quickly getting to grips with the various technological solutions for supporting home learning and 
we hope that our provision will continue to improve as we go along. The school are currently exploring using 
Office 365 Teams and we are in the process of planning some resources to be uploaded next term, more 
information to follow. It is vitally important to support all students to remain safe whilst using online 
resources for home learning, please take the opportunity over Easter to review and discuss online safety with 
your child.  There are many resources to assist parents on the Thinkuknow website (www.thinkuknow.co.uk) 
including new specially created home activity sheets which can be accessed here.  

Parents have continued to do a great job of keeping children at home but we are aware that for some, 
particularly those working for the NHS in the frontline, this situation is becoming increasingly challenging. 
Those families that qualify and really have no other option after Easter should continue to arrange in-school 
childcare via struthersc@chertseyhighschool.co.uk. 

Our regular end of term Newsletter will be published later today. Next term we are planning to set 
some Chertsey High Challenges for students and their families and we would encourage you to share the 
children’s achievements with regards to this via info@chertseyhighschool.co.uk.  We are hoping that this will 
generate plenty of material for our weekly newsletters! 

Today marks the end of term, a point when we would usually spend time reflecting with the students about 
the successes of the last term and then also enjoy the upcoming joy of Easter. I think it’s important that we 
all take a proper break this Easter. Staff won’t be setting any home learning for any student and, except for 
a couple of Easter themed messages, we will try to spare you any other unnecessary email or other 
communication. You will receive one weekly "Keeping in touch" email from your child's tutor and keep an 
eye on social media for some uplifting video messages from our staff. I hope this will afford all our families a 
proper opportunity to stop, to count our blessings, to reflect on what is really important and to focus on our 
relationships with one another. 

Thank you for your extraordinary efforts and support over recent weeks and for all you have done to ensure 
that we continue to be a community that is tighter than ever. 

Stay safe and speak again in the Summer Term. 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
Mrs Zelia Munnik 
Headteacher 
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