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ENLIGHTENING MINDS; CHANGING LIVES



Welcome
I am delighted to welcome you to this  
insight into our ‘extraordinary’ school  
where I have adopted a simple maxim:

“If it is not good enough for my 
own children, it is not good 
enough for students at Chertsey 
High School”. – Zelia Munnik

We are a non-faith school which welcomes 
children from different faiths and non-faith 
backgrounds but we have strong Christian 
principles and we expect all children, staff and 
stakeholders (our parents, carers and Governing 
Body members) to respect them. Our vision 
is underpinned by our Christian principles and 
values of knowledge, determination and love. 

Our aim is to prepare students to achieve 
academically and socially for the life and 
careers ahead of them. As parents, we wish 
our children to grow up to lead fulfilled lives, 
enjoy healthy lifestyles and make a positive 
contribution to the wider world. 

At Chertsey High School we want nothing 
less. We want to make sure that every child 
can contribute fully and positively to society.

In order to achieve this, we place a strong 
emphasis on a traditional approach to 
education, where respect and discipline 
contribute to success in examinations.  
Core subjects including English and Maths 
are crucial to your child’s future life chances 
and are given top priority in our curriculum.

We have created a school where we will 
encourage children to develop a strong set 
of values for life; the knowledge in order to 
make right choices in life; determination to 
never settle for second best; respect for 
others; a responsible attitude towards the 
community and pride in themselves. 

It is only possible to convey part of the 
Chertsey High experience in this prospectus, 
so we are happy for you to come and see us at 
open evenings or by appointment where you 
will gain a sense of our Chertsey High values 
and ethos which pervades everything we do.



OUR MISSION: 

‘Enlightening minds; 
changing lives’
At Chertsey High School we strive to find and nurture the 
brilliance in every student in our community through a well-
balanced and broad curriculum which develops character 
and fosters aspirations towards ambitious outcomes with a 
positive approach to wellbeing.

This is achieved through an 
uncompromising approach to excellence 
where the highest standards and 
expectations form the basis of everyday 
learning, driven by Leadership within –  
and outside of the classroom – 
underpinned by our core values: 
Knowledge, Determination and Love. 

Chertsey High School is committed to 
changing the lives of our young students. 
We as a school strongly believe that in 
order to achieve our mission, we need to 
master the foundations that forms core 
to our purpose.

Our core purpose stems from:
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Leadership: Students have the 
opportunity to participate actively 
in academy life by taking up roles 
and responsibilities throughout the 
academic year in order to contribute 
to whole school improvement.

Character: Staff go ‘the extra mile’ to 
promote the personal development of 
our students, so that they have access 
to a rich set of experiences.

Wellbeing: Students consistently 
have highly positive attitudes and 
commitment to their education.

Community: The school engage 
thoughtfully and positively with our 
parents and community in a way that 
supports our students’ education.

Learning: Students achieve highly 
in all areas of the curriculum.





Leadership
“Good Leaders must first become good servants”.  
– Robert K Greenleaf (author of Servant Leadership)

Leadership, whether leading 
oneself or others, is about 
making things happen that 
otherwise would not. It is about 
getting the best out of oneself 
and helping other people to do 
the same.

Central to the creation of a  
community in which students are 
respected, challenged and listened to, is 
our emphasis on creating opportunity for 
student leadership. Chertsey High School 
has a strong tradition of growing its own 
leaders. All students are encouraged to 
take on responsibilities and contribute 
to our Chertsey High family through our 
extensive opportunities in volunteering 
and service. As well as helping to build 
confidence, these opportunities cultivate 
the character strengths of courtesy, 
integrity, diligence, enthusiasm and 
resilience which underpin the school ethos.

Our democratically elected Student 
Leadership Team plays a critically 
important strategic role within the 
school. Our Student Voice and House 
Captains provide a way for students to 
engage with their peers and teachers 
to suggest ways to further improve 
the school and our Peer Mentors and 
Subject Champions organise key events 
throughout the year, receive visitors, 
support each curriculum area and 
provide support for students across 
the school. Staff regularly seek student 
feedback on a range of issues and our 
student leaders directly influence the 
creation of school policy and procedures. 
All of these opportunities empower 
our students; they are our leaders of 
the future and these opportunities 
develop young people to be active 
citizens, engaged in improving their local 
community for the good of everyone.
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Learning
“Tell me and I forget. Teach me and I remember.  
Involve me and I learn”. – Benjamin Franklin

KS3 at Chertsey High School

We believe that Years 7 to 9 are very 
important building blocks to ensure 
success in later life. Students will build 
upon KS2 mastery and acquire skills and 
knowledge at this stage which will support 
their success at Key Stage 4 and beyond 
irrespective of the pathways they choose.

Students develop the main key skills of 
literacy, communication, numeracy and 
team building as an integral part of the 
curriculum, together with learning and 
thinking skills which allow them to flourish 
as independent learners. These skills and 
others are mapped across the curriculum.

All students follow a core curriculum in 
Years 7 to 9 which is delivered through 
a variety of mixed ability and ability 
grouped teaching with additional literacy 
and numeracy support for those who 
need it. All students study a full range of 
academic and creative subjects, which 
can be furthered at GCSE if chosen.

In the summer term of Year 9 students 
move to their GCSE options to maintain 
momentum for learning.

KS4 at Chertsey High School

We offer a wide choice of subjects at 
KS4 so that students can choose from 
a range of accredited qualifications to 
suit all ability, interests and learning 
styles. There is a general KS4 pathway, 
which is a requirement for able linguists 
but also available to all students. Each 
route is intended to meet the needs and 
aspirations of all students and provide 
progression to post-16 education or 
training and beyond.

We ensure that students follow a 
balanced curriculum which will equip 
them to compete in a rapidly changing 
world. All students follow courses in 
English, Maths, Science, Modern Foreign 
Language and Humanities (either History 
or Geography). Students may opt to 
study triple science, depending on their 
aptitude for the subject. Students are 
allocated additional time for English and 
Maths as these two subjects provide a 
foundation for all others.

Subjects studied at KS4 all lead to 
accredited qualifications and support 
progression post-16. 

Chertsey High School students have 
the opportunity to further their 
education after Y11 at our Strategic 
Partner School – Salesian Sixth Form 
College in Chertsey.
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Character

“Education is the most powerful weapon we can use to change the world”.  
 – Nelson Mandela

We value the opportunity that Chertsey provides for every student to achieve 
their full potential through high quality education and academic success. 

Some of the clubs on offer include:

• Football Club

• Rugby Club

• Athletics Club

• Cricket Club

• Cross Country 
Club

• Archery Club

• Judo Club

• Magic Club

• Choir Club

• STEM Club

• Netball Club

• Hockey Club

• Rounders Club

• Maths Club

• Humanities Club

• Coding Club

We recognise that each student has special and 
different gifts. At Chertsey, we identify those gifts and 
find opportunities to develop them in a climate where 
they can be shared and personal achievements can be 
maximised where differences are not just tolerated 
but celebrated. We strive therefore to consistently go 
‘the extra mile’ to promote the personal development 
of pupils and to provide a rich set of experiences in a 
coherently planned way, both in the curriculum and 
through extra-curricular activities. 

We offer our students a wide range of extra-
curricular opportunities, covering sport, music, arts 
and academic activities, all of which give them the 
opportunity for enjoyment while also building on 
their skills and interests. These activities take place 
at lunchtimes and after school and there are also  
off-site visits and trips throughout the year. 
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Wellbeing
“When educating the minds of our youths,  
we must not forget to educate their hearts”. – Dalai Lama

CHS has committed itself to 
achieving the School Mental Health 
Award in 2020, demonstrating its 
wide-ranging focus on the wellbeing 
of its staff and students. 

Our Personal, Social & Health Education (PSHE) 
acknowledges and addresses the changes that 
young people experience and equips them with 
the knowledge, understanding and skills to enable 
them to live healthy, happy, safe and fulfilled lives. 
Our programme of study, for Key Stages 3 and 4 
also enables students to become responsible and 
explore their increasing independence.

Through our Self-Science lessons, students 
develop their understanding of character 
strengths and explore a variety of practical 
skills, which will equip them for life outside of 
school. PSHE lessons allow students to reflect 
upon their values and attitudes and we hope 
to instill positive values, beliefs and a growth 
mindset, encouraging them to make sensible 
decisions and choices. 

Our Chertsey High values and ethos help students 
to manage risks, appreciate that actions have 
consequences, make informed decisions, become 
financially aware, explore healthy relationships 
and become aware of the increasing influence 
of peers and the media. Furthermore, our PSHE 
curriculum enables students to become confident 
in making meaningful and active contributions to 
their community.
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Our Chertsey High family is a community where people grow  
and develop whilst feeling cared for and valued. 

Our strength is rooted in the willingness 
that exists in our community to provide the 
support for every child to ensure the best 
opportunity for success. We pride ourselves 
on providing a platform upon which local 
children can achieve academic success 
and develop both socially and emotionally, 
ready to enter the wider world. The children 
and staff support local charities, run local 
environmental campaigns and have strong 
links with all local schools; through this, we 
maintain excellent relationships across the 
local community. We strive to collaborate and 
communicate effectively with parents and 
guardians, ensuring that we form a strong 
team that supports, nurtures and gives every 
opportunity possible to our students.

A Partnership with Parents

Chertsey High School works in partnership 
with parents to support students through 
their teenage years. Parents receive regular 
progress reports, attend an academic progress 
meeting each year and can contact the tutor 
or Head of Year with particular concerns 
or questions at any time. Parents receive a 
weekly newsletter, can keep in touch with 
school events through Twitter and are invited 
to attend information evenings on issues such 
as mental health, safeguarding and support for 
revision. We also have a very active Chertsey 
High School Association who play a very 
significant fundraising role in the school.

Community



Admissions
Chertsey High School has places for 180 students in Year 7. The school is fully 
inclusive and operates admissions under Surrey County Council Authority’s scheme 
for Coordinated Admission to Secondary School. To view this policy please visit our 
website www.chertseyhighschool.co.uk or contact the school office.

School polices are available on the school website 
www.chertseyhighschool.co.uk or from the school office.
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