
ANNOTATING HELPSHEET 

 
HOW TO WRITE ABOUT YOUR ARTWORK AND THE 

ARTISTS AND DESIGNERS YOU ARE STUDYING 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Section 1: Writing about your own work 
Written annotations are an important part of showing your understanding and to annotate 
your work successfully, you should explain: 
 

• what you have done and why you did it 

• how you did it, such as the media and techniques used 
• why you chose a medium, skills or technique 
• how an artwork fits in with your project 
• what aspects you like 
• how you could improve the work 
• what you think you will do next 

 
 
CHOOSE from the following SENTENCE STARTERS to help you write about your 
experimentations: 
 
ARTWORK 
This drawing works well because……………………………………………………………………………………. 

The composition of this image is strong because……………………………………………………………… 

I am satisfied with the colours in this piece because………………………………………………………… 

I think I could improve this piece of work by…………………………………………………………………… 

Next time I work in this media I would improve my technique by…………………...................... 

I have cropped the composition to this section because……………………………………………………. 

The media used works well here because……………………………………………………………………….. 

Here I have experimented with ………………………. I have found out that……………………………. 

The combination of ………….……. and ……………….……. works well because…………….………….. 

I was inspired by the work of ………………….… (Artist) and their use of………………………………. 

I looked at the last piece of work and decided to…………………………………….......................... 

Here I experimented with using……………………….…….. I think………………………………………….. 

This work is similar to the work of ………………… because……………………… 



PHOTOS 
 
I took this photo ……….. (where) and I like the ……………………….....………………………………… 

We are studying…………………………..… so I thought it was appropriate to take photos of……. 

This photo has a strong composition because…………………………………………………….…………… 

I Think I can develop ideas from this photo. I can develop the composition and colour. 

 

 
Section 1: Writing about ARTIST, DESIGNERS and CULTURES 
 
Understanding Art and Design   
Use the questions below to help you understand and describe the work of art in front of 
you. Words in bold are explained at the bottom. 
 
Content 

1. What can you see in the picture? 
2. Is it clear what the picture means or is the meaning hidden? The title may give you a 

clue. 
3. Is the picture realistic, exaggerated or abstract? 
4. Why do you think the artist chose to show it this way? 

 
Form 

5. Describe the shapes and layout or composition of the picture: 
6. What kind of colours have been used, are they bright or dark, what kind of feeling 

do they give? 
7. Does the picture have one or a variety of textures? 

 
Process 

8. How do you think the picture was made? 
9. What materials and tools has the artist used? 
10. How do you think the artist would have prepared to make the art work, for example 

did they make sketches, designs or photographs? 
 
Mood 

11. How does the picture make you feel? 
12. Does it remind you of anything? 
13. Can you imagine how the artist was feeling when they made the work? 
14. Is the picture quiet or noisy, soothing or disturbing, happy or sad? 
15. Do you like or dislike the picture? Why? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Key Words: 

You must use the correct vocabulary when annotating your work to show that you are 

developing your knowledge, understanding and skills. Key terms are: 

– Subject - what is shown in the artwork, such as a portrait or a still life 

– Composition - how the elements of the work are arranged, i.e. whether they're close 

together or far apart 

– Foreground and background - elements that appear to be in front or behind other 

aspects of the artwork 

– Line - can vary in width, length, curvature, colour or direction 

– Shape - describes the two-dimensional outline 

– Form - describes a three-dimensional object 

– Texture - the way surfaces look and feel, i.e. rough, smooth, and soft, etc. 

– Tone - shading, from dark to light 

– Colour- Vibrant, pastel, soft, dark, muddy, bold 

 



Acknowledge
To give credit for, recognise, and highlight something, such as a selected source

or the work of others.

Analyse
To examine in depth, study thoroughly, question, investigate and consider your

own opinion or visual investigation of something.

Apply
To use knowledge, skills and understanding and to employ appropriate

techniques when developing and progressing ideas.

Appropriate Suitable, relevant, applicable to intention.

Composition The arrangement of elements within a work of art.

Conceptual
 An art form in which the underlying idea or concept and the process by which it

is achieved are more important than any tangible product.

Contemporary
 The term contemporary art is loosely used to refer to art of the present day and

of the relatively recent past.

Consider
To think through, review, reflect on and respond to information or a theme,

subject or starting point.

Context The setting for an event, statement, or idea

Contrast The difference in colour found between the light and dark parts of an image.

Corporate  Identity The development of a logo and a set of visual guidelines

Create To conceive, make, craft or design something new or invent something.

Demonstrate
To show, exhibit, prove or express such things as subject specific knowledge,

understanding and skills.

Develop To take forward, change, improve or build on an idea, theme or starting point.

Discuss To deliberate, consider, talk over, debate or examine something.

Expressive

Effectively conveying thoughts or feelings. Where the process and style of

creation is emphasised rather than the final product. Expression in art might be

seen in bold colour, or gestural mark making.

Explore
To investigate, examine and investigate with an open mind about what might be

found and developed.

Evidence To show, prove, support and make clear or verify something.

Focal Point The main or principal point of focus.

Identify
To recognise links and associations between things such as sources and

connections with personal work, accounting for choices and decisions made.

Investigate
To enquire into, examine in depth, and/or analyse the relevance of a chosen

subject and associated sources.

Organise
To collect, collate, arrange and combine elements of your work into a clear and

logical submission.

Present
To give a response to an idea, theme or starting point that shows a personal,

meaningful and organised fulfilment of intentions.

Realise To achieve, attain and/or accomplish your intentions.

Record
To document ideas, thoughts, insights and responses to starting points in visual

and written annotated form.

Refine To improve, enhance and change elements of your work for the better.

Research To study in detail, discover and find information about.

Response
To produce personal work generated by a subject, theme, starting point, or

design brief.

Select
To make an inform choice of what to submit for assessment rather than

submitting everything produced during the course of study.

Show To indicate, explain, present and display your own thoughts and findings.

Study
To examine, consider, investigate, research and show an in-depth understanding 

of what you have found or experienced.  


