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4th October 2017 

 
Dear Parent/Guardian 
 
At Chertsey High School we want the best for your children and this includes us all aspiring to have 
the best possible attendance, 98% and above.  The correlation between high attendance and high 
attainment at GCSE is evident and having a good education is an important factor in opening up 
more opportunities in adult life. Good attendance in school will help to prepare students for the 
world of work, by embedding work place values. 
 
Did you know that: 

 A child who is absent a day of school per week misses an equivalent of two years of their 
school life. 

 90% of young people with absence rates below 85% fail to achieve five or more good grades 
of GCSE and around one third achieve no GCSEs at all 

 Poor examination results limit young people’s options and poor attendance suggests to 
colleges and employers that these students are unreliable 

 7.5 million school days are missed each year through unauthorised absence. 
 

 
 
GCSEs may seem a long way off for you and your child but all absence at any stage leads to gaps 
in your child’s learning. This in turn can: 

 Mean that they fall behind in work 
 Affect their motivation 
 Affect their enjoyment of learning 
 Affect their desire to attend school regularly 
 Affect their confidence in school 
 Mean they miss out on the social life of school and extra-curricular opportunities and 

experiences 
 Affect their ability to have or keep friendships. 
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Our duty of care in responding to unauthorised and persistent absence – possible 
consequences 
 
We have a duty of care, shared with the Local Authority, to challenge poor attendance. Where 
attendance levels are low and where there are invalid reasons (judged by the Education Welfare 
Service, not the parent) for a pupil’s frequent absence or where parents condone absence (e.g. by 
taking children out of school on unauthorised holidays) then parents render themselves liable to a 
fine of £60 per pupil per parent. This would be doubled to £120 if the fine is unpaid within 21 days 
and could ultimately lead to a criminal conviction. Of course, no one wants this to happen but we 
need to be very clear about the issue. 
 
We hope that these notes will help you to have a clear understanding about the School’s expectations 
in this matter. Thank you for taking the time to read this letter and we would be very pleased to 
answer any questions you may have about our approach to maintaining and improving our 
attendance record. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

Z Munnik 

 
Mrs Z Munnik 
Headteacher 


