
Welcome to the Christmas edition of our newsletter! We have now come to the end of a long term
and the whole school community is looking forward to a well-earned rest. The prospect of
Christmas cheers everyone up and lifts our spirits, taking us away, for a brief period, from the cold,
dark and depressing weather of this season.

Since December, thanks to our displays of lovely Christmas decorations, the school has been
wonderfully festive but on Friday the school looked extra wonderful, with staff and students
dressed in all sorts of delightful Christmas jumpers! A big thank you to James Reeve in Y7 for
leading this project in honour of those who are less fortunate than us.
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Christmas has always been a magical time for me and to
be at CHS this year with 4 year groups has been extra
special, particularly when I got to see the intense
excitement on the students’ faces during our Christmas
lunch and end of term celebrations.

As the term draws to a close, it is with humility and
gratitude that I look back on the term and with barely
restrained anticipation look forward to the holidays and
next term!

During this term and indeed throughout the year the
staff and students at the school have adapted to the
constant changes in the national restrictions and
challenges, with positivity and energy. I have felt an
immense pride that our CHS values have meant that we
have made the most of the situation. Chertsey High has
remained a caring home, a purposeful school, a joyful
playground, and a school where our students work
exceptionally hard. Our students have worked
particularly well this term and have clearly made every
effort to catch up on any impact in their learning from
last summer. They fully deserve their break.

I am sure that pupils, parents, and carers would like to
join me in thanking all the staff at CHS for their
tremendous hard work and commitment to the students
and the school. Likewise, we the staff and students would
like to thank all parents and carers for all your support.
Last but in no way least, we want to thank our incredible
students, you are our shining beacon of hope not just for
the school but also for the whole Chertsey community –
thank you.

I pray for and wish everyone peace and happiness during
this holiday season; may we all be safe and healthy. Merry
Christmas everyone!

See you all on Monday 4th January 2021.

Kind regards,

Mrs Munnik
Hedteacher



It seems like a lifetime since September, and I’m sure your
children at home can barely remember the nerves of starting
secondary school. I have always said that you couldn’t tell that this
group of students missed 6 months of “proper” education, and the
chance to say goodbye to their primary schools as they have
absolutely hit the ground running. I am so proud of each and
every single one of them and their achievements this year. In the
longest term, where the nights get longer and the days get
darker, Year 7 have been a constant source of positivity,
enthusiasm, and resilience.

Of all our students should be really proud of themselves. This year,
and this term have been a real exercise is determination, grit, and
resilience. I do not think any of them quite realise how difficult this
year has been, and that is a real testament to their spirit and heart.
I thank them all for their sheer brilliance. I would like to say a big
well done to all of the department award winners who have
shown real Chertsey High Spirit all year across the board! Well
done to Annie Cadete, Lucy Blomley, and Lacey-Anne West for
winning our knowledge, determination and love awards
respectively. All three of these students have epitomised our key
values at Chertsey High and have set an unbelievable example.
The winner of the Head of Year award is an individual who has
shown so much love, kindness, and empathy to others, has
consistently worked hard, and has been incredibly well mannered
and thoughtful- Congratulations James Reeve. James has been an
utter delight and has made such a positive contribution to the
school by organising a Christmas jumper day, raising money for
the homeless in London. Well done James! Our Headteacher
award goes to someone that Mrs Munnik described as an
“embodiment of a Chertsey High school Hero”. A young man who
has made an incredible journey, smashing it in lessons, and is
growing in confidence every day, and really beginning to thrive.
Well done to you, Thomas Mitschke!

As we entered December and come to the end of term, it is
completely natural that everyone’s attention now turns to
Christmas day and the joy it bring, but I encourage you not to
forget the reason that Christmas exists - Jesus Christ. For
Christians, Christmas is a time of great joy as God’s love is
expressed through Jesus. The arrival of Jesus, brings Christians out
from the darkness and into the light. On Christmas, there is hope,
redemption and salvation for Christians.  Whether you are
religious or not, there is something that everyone can take from
this story. In the New Year, there will be hope and salvation as we
step into the light of 2021. I love the Christmas story. A child went
on to change people’s hearts and mind, and eventually the world.
I cannot think of any better inspiration for our Year 7s. 

YEAR 7 CHRISTMAS MESSAGE
from Mr Hicks
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Lastly, I would like to say a massive thank you for your unwavering
commitment to your child’s education. This year has thrown some
completely unprecedented events at as all, and your consistency,
support and love in your child’s education is priceless, and would
have been a calming presence in this stormy year. I wish all of you
a wonderful, restful break filled with joy, love and family.

We look forward to welcoming everyone back on January 4th.

God Bless

Mr Hicks
Head of Year 7

What a term it has been! I can’t quite believe that we have now
been living in this new way of life for 10 months. So much has
changed in this time, but the dedication and passion for school
and learning has been unwavering amongst our Year 8 students.

Upon taking my role as Head of Year I set it to be my mission to
visit Year 8 students in every single one of my free periods. I’m
sure Year 8 are fed up of me walking in to their lessons and no
doubt distracting them, but I am so grateful to have the
opportunity nearly every day to just pop in to a lesson and see
Year 8 students doing the right thing. I am incredibly lucky to
have such a strong, resilient and kind group of students within my
year group, each day demonstrating the key values that Chertsey
High School holds close to our hearts; Knowledge, Determination
and Love.

A huge congratulations to those students who were nominated
for their subject awards, we are so proud of you. Those students
who did not get nominated, remember that this is only our first
set of awards this year- you have two more opportunities to stake
your claim to fame! I know that the teachers of Year 8 really
struggled narrowing down our choices to just one student to
represent our subjects as Year 8 are such a strong year group. A
particular well done to Matilda, Ashley and Chulu for winning the
first Knowledge, Determination and Love awards of the year, and
for Joshua D and Alana for winning the Head of Year and
Headteachers awards. 

YEAR 8 CHRISTMAS MESSAGE
from Miss Sheen
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Pollution levels across the world were significantly lower.
Animal shelters report a huge increase in adopted animals.
America had the highest voter turn out in 120 years.
The second person in the world has been cured from HIV.
A train was saved from a crash from a piece of art work in the
shape of a whale.
A parrot saved his owner from a house fire by calling his name
and waking him up.
People united on their doorsteps to ‘Clap for Carers’.
England and Brazil confirmed equal pay for men’s and
women’s football teams.
Captain Tom Moore was awarded a knighthood for raising
£32million for the NHS.
Paula, the sloth at Halle Zoo, Germany, was crowned the oldest
sloth at 50 years old!

You should be exceptionally proud of yourself as these awards will
only be won by a total of 15 students in your year group over the
entirety of your time here at Chertsey High School.

Christmas time, whether you are a Christian or not, represents a
time when we can be loving towards each other. In a time in most
of our lives where we have never seen such dissent between
individuals, holding love as our core value is such a positive
example to set for our young people and for ourselves! This festive
season will undoubtedly be challenging but with the support and
love we offer others; we will radiate this positivity back upon
ourselves. I hope that you can spend the Christmas break being
able to relax, recover and rest, with family and friends where
possible.

Finally, thank you at home for your unwavering support. Students
at this school would not be who they are today without your
dedication, patience, and encouragement; thank you for
consistently supporting the school and for your patience and
understanding with us. As I round off, and wish you a Merry
Christmas, I thought I would leave you with some positive things
that have happened over 2020.

Have a wonderful break, and we are looking forward to seeing you
in January.

Festive wishes to you all. 
Miss Sheen
Head of Year 8 
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What an incredible first term and what a year we have all had in 2020. If anyone could have
predicted the word of the year this year, I doubt it would have had a shortlist which included
‘coronavirus’ and ‘furlough’ with the winner being ‘lockdown’.

I joined Chertsey High School in September knowing that I was becoming part a huge family
that really has determination, knowledge and a lot of love running through its veins. At the end
of this term, we can reflect on what a monumental achievement it has been for our Year 9s
following the return to school in September after an extended period of home learning. We have
ended the term virtually with Year 9s remaining online but they are continuing to thrive with
their learning from home and the resilience shown by all students has been phenomenal. I want
to say a huge congratulations to Bella Clark for winning the Headteacher award and Issy
Stratford for winning the Head of Year award. Both students go above and beyond in every
lesson making the right choices, continually striving to be the very best they can and both
should be very proud of themselves.

In my first information video to parents I explained our rewards system which focuses on ‘Making
the Right Choices’ with our core values being Creativity, High expectations, Opportunities,
Independence, Character, Empathy and Success. I believe these core values are instilled within
the year group and students are continuing to make the right choices in every aspect of their
education.

Finally, I would like to take the opportunity to thank all parents and guardians of our Year 9
students; your continued support is truly appreciated. As we move into next term, students will
make important options choices and this support will be vital for your son/daughter. I wish every
one of you a blessed Christmas and I hope the students take the time to rest and refresh before
an important term ahead. Stay safe and I look forward to seeing you again in January.

Best wishes,

Miss Wheeler
Head of Year 9 

YEAR 9 CHRISTMAS MESSAGE
from Miss Wheeler

I want to say a huge thank you to the Year 9 team:
Mr Solaz who is our Assistant Head of Year, Miss
Bucknall, Miss Collier, Mr Fullick, Mrs Limacher-
Burrell, Ms Marques, Ms Willoughby and Dr Khan.
The team work incredibly hard to support every
single one of our Year 9 students and I know they
have loved either getting to know the students as
a new tutor or developing those amazing
relationships they already had.



As we near the end of the term, we can reflect on our developments and achievements in Year
10 during the Autumn Term. I would like to take this opportunity to congratulate our Year 10s
on a fantastic term. The biggest challenge this term was starting our GCSE journey. Not only
was this exciting and new, but also different than expected after months of not being able to
be together as a year group. It has been amazing to be together again and it has been a
pleasure to see Year 10 flourish as leaders of our school whilst dealing with the added pressure
of GCSEs, COVID and Bubbles!

I would like to say a massive congratulations to all the students receiving some of end of term
awards. Alongside our “control the controllables”, we also launched our 7C’s - Curiosity,
Creativity, Collaboration, Critical Thinking, Communication, Courage and Care. I believe that
these are not only needed in our CHS community, but also for GCSEs, the future working
environment and creating opportunities for all our students in the future. I have been pleased
to see these defined  behaviours  in  our  year 10  students  this  term  which has helped them
develop.

YEAR 10 CHRISTMAS MESSAGE
from Miss Castle-Smith

We also had our first DofE expedition and we are
delighted that all students who took part passed
their expedition part of the award. I would like to
commend our year 10 students for their
leadership, commitment and focus during this
term in lessons and for extra-curricular.

This year would have not been possible without the work of our amazing tutors. Mrs Fagent,
Mrs Kilby, Mrs Browne, Miss Keep, Miss O’Neill and Mr Ball who have all worked tirelessly this
term to ensure your child’s first term of GCSEs is as productive and positive as possible. They
are an amazing tutor team who know their students incredibly well and I know they have
loved seeing our students develop. I would like to thank all year 10 parents for being so
supportive this term. I can only imagine the stress and anxiety given the current situation, but
it has been a real pleasure working with all of you to create the best opportunities for your
child. Thank you for your determination and resilience over the past year, it has been hugely
appreciated. As we move into next term, we are expecting year 10 students to take more
responsibility - whether that is for their homework, conversations with staff, punctuality or
detentions so that they are fully prepared both academically and emotionally for 2021 and year
11.

As this term draws to a close and we approach the holiday
period, I would like to wish each and every family a wonderful
Christmas. Please see our photos below from our year 10
pastoral team for a message for the end of term. I am sure it will
be a time of joy, celebration and hope for an equally exciting
and blessed New Year to come.

Miss Castle-Smith
Head of Year 10



It would be hard not to reference the fact that in this first term alone, our students have had to
face: a global pandemic, a flood. On top of that, some of them have started their GCSE course
or a new school and others have returned to school after what felt like a never-ending summer
of zoom calls and online learning.

To quote Nelson Mandela, a man who certainly knew a thing or two about resilience: “it always
seems impossible until it's done.”

Despite the challenges we have all faced, we have had an amazing start to the academic year!
This term, pupils have been busy exploring the writers’ craft in a range of different texts, genres
and styles of literature. Year 7 were introduced to the world of Shakespeare and how writers
create a sense of danger in their writing. Year 8 enjoyed meeting some of Shakespeare’s most
notorious villains. Year 9 explored the theme of love in a range of poetic forms and this half
term have been exploring the political and social ideas presented through the dystopian
genre. A very apt topic for 2020!

The highlight for the English department this term has been our Year 10 students who have
embarked on their GCSE studies of Priestley’s, An Inspector Calls and Power and Conflict
poetry. Their enthusiasm for learning and hunger to achieve is inspiring. We can’t wait to
furnish your GCSE skills further when you return in January when we will move from English
Literature to our study of English Language.

Next term promises to be an incredible one for our KS3 students as well. Year 7 will explore the
relationship between man and nature; Year 8 will be reading a range of poems inspired by
protest, resistance and empowerment; and Year 9 take on the challenge of the class novel.

On behalf of the English Department, we wish you a very happy Christmas. Bring on 2021!

ENGLISH
by Mrs Browne



Our Year 7s have joined us with huge
enthusiasm for the subject and been able to
demonstrate their skills and creativity within
lessons, the new year, all things going to
plan, will provide them with the opportunity
to sign up for a bi-weekly Science Club
which will provide them with the
opportunity to hone their practical and
investigation skills by conducting some off
curriculum experiments.

While we have unfortunately not been able
to run any external trips or visits please do
keep a close eye on our Twitter page for
virtual opportunities that will be making
themselves available in the Spring Term for
all year groups.

I think this is a good time to say goodbye to
2020 and demand that 2021 learns from its
predecessor's mistakes.

Happy Holidays from Mr Corry and all of the
Science Team.

by Mr Corry

SCIENCE 

This has been an exciting term to be sure, we
have welcomed five new members of the
Science Department, taught in bubbles in and
outside of the lab and also had a shot at
delivering practical work via webcam! Needless
to say it has kept us busy…

Throughout it all however the real heroes have
been our students, they have embraced every
aspect of learning, never grumbled and shown
that it really is a unique student that comes to
CHS! Thanks to some clever and creative
timetabling we have been able to dramatically
increase our practical provisions and our
ambition is to be able to increase our practical
provision for all year groups in the new year.



Firstly I want to say how happy we are all to be back in the classroom and teaching this term. It’s
been a joy to meet all of the CHS pupils both old and new and we have welcomed over 180 new
year 7 pupils and a few new staff members to the department. Every pupil in the school has now
logged onto Mathswatch and has year round access to both online videos and tasks to deepen their
learning and aid independent revision.

Year 7 have settled in well, they have adapted to homework and are all now experts on using their
mini white boards in lessons. They have consolidated their number work and are now getting stuck
into problem solving and are starting their algebraic journey.

Year 8 have returned with enthusiasm and have tackled some really challenging new topics
including index laws and using standard form as well some depth work on fractions and mastering
their use of their scientific calculators.

Year 9 have made an amazing start, they are developing their confidence in tackling application
questions and building skills for the challenge of the GCSE syllabus. To date they have deepened
their skills on some previous topics like standard form and indices, as well as working with some
new and challenging topics of surds and factorising quadratics.

Year 10 are now well into their GCSE syllabus with six units and their first mock completed. They are
mastering both new mathematical skills such as recurring decimals, quadratics sequences and
solving quadratic graphs as well as taking responsibility for their own mathematical progress via
reflection and independent study.

As we look forward to 2021 we are hopeful we can return to offering our after school weekly drop in
and intervention sessions for all year groups. We are also very excited about entering selected
pupils into the UKMT Intermediate and Junior maths challenges. We hope all pupils have a relaxing
holiday and we look forward to exploring more maths challenges in 2021.

MATHS
by Mrs Kilby



MFL

by Mrs Davis

It has certainly been a different start of year, but students have smashed it! This last week in
particular has definitely proven a challenge to all, but the MFL department are proud of our
students who have tackled this with resilience and commitment to continue their learning.
Being new to the school, I am so impressed on pupils’ willingness and efforts to make progress
in the language they are learning.

Year 7 – Learning a language was something new for many of our year 7 students, but they
have all achieved great things and they should all be very proud of their efforts both in class
and at home. Anyone who has had the experience of learning a language will agree that,
learning a foreign language is a real challenge, but year 7 have shown great determination on
taking on this amazing feat! During the autumn term, they have learnt how to introduce
themselves in the target language and give opinions about what they like and dislike.
Encourage them to practise this with you, you will be super impressed. Well done too for all
the efforts on our virtual Euro Bake Off, I can certainly say that many of you are great bakers as
well as linguists!

Year 8 – Many year 8 students started the year worried about not remembering anything they
did last year, which is completely natural and understandable, considering the situation during
lockdown 1.0. However, Miss Seaton, Mrs González, Miss Brazier, Mr Howell and myself can all
say, with total confidence, that they are smashing it again this year! They are making great
progress on identifying different tenses and they are starting to feel more confident using
more complex vocabulary and producing longer sentences in the target language. They have
also enjoyed the cultural side of the lessons, learning all about Paris, Spanish geography and
traditions, etc.

Year 9 – Year 9 have started to look at careers and become aware of the opportunities that
languages might bring to their future. They are learning new tenses and mastering the use of
past, present and future together. Furthermore, they are feeling more confident extending
their sentences and making them more complex which will definitely help them next year. We
are 100% sure that they are going to excel this year, keep up the great work!

Year 10 – In year 10, we have started to tackle more challenging tasks, using much more
ambitious vocabulary and grammatical structures. Although there has been a bit of a wobble
at some point, we know without a doubt that they will manage to be successful in their GCSEs.
These are the 3 key elements for a successful GCSE in languages: right attitude, resilience and
perseverance. And they have all three, so Mr Howell, Miss Seaton and I are feeling confident
that they have got this!

From the MFL department, we wish you a very happy Christmas.

“Joyeux Noël!” “¡Feliz Navidad!”

MFL
by Mrs Andrés 



This term we have welcomed our Year 7 classes into learning firstly about “What is History”. What
has been so interesting is engaging with these wonderful young people who have so actively and
enthusiastically engaged with every aspect of our teaching. A highlight was watching the students
being utterly enthralled with what happened to the Tollund Man. Following on from this then
watching the students speak with poise and confidence about their Historical artefact that they
brought into class and inform fellow students about its history and link to their family.

We have started our chronological walk through History commencing with 1066. Students have
learned with confidence and shown curiosity about how and why William was able to take the
English throne in 1066.

Our Year 8 students have spent much of the first half term engaged in considering the question
“Does Henry VIII deserve to be called Great?”. What has been so interesting is watching their
opinions develop and change as they have increased their knowledge and understanding about
Henry. The classroom wall is testimony to some outstanding essay writing that the students have
submitted on this very question. Additionally, in looking at the Dissolution of the Monasteries we
were able to touch upon our local link to Henry VIII with Chertsey Abbey.

Following on from Henry’s legacy our students are now engaged in assessing Elizabeth as a
monarch, examining her treatment of Mary Queen of Scots and understanding why she chose to
marry England. This week we are looking at Elizabeth’s relationship with King Philip II of Spain and
why this led to Philip despatching the Spanish Armada towards the British coast in 1588.

Year 9 students have been thoughtfully engaged and stimulated by firstly examining Britain’s
position in the world at the start of the Twentieth Century and how this links in with the lead up to
World War I. Our students rose to the challenge of analysing the causes of World War II with
maturity and great skill. This week we have been looking at the impact of war on the Home Front
which allows students to consider the broader aspects of learning such as Citizenship and will help
them understand the events of what happened on the Home Front on World War II. Additionally
the subject of DORA helps students understand that at times of crisis how government takes
greater control over differing aspects of our lives linking in with the events of this year.

In 2017 I wrote my first Christmas message with what were then our first Year 7 students. These
young people have now almost completed their first term of GCSE learning. What has been so
inspiring as a teacher is to so the engagement, curiosity, and desire to learn, make progress and
get it right. Our students have worked so incredibly hard on their first module of learning focused
on the American West. We have been learning about the concept of those who settled during this
time on the “Great Plains” and with it the concept also of Manifest Destiny. We have been able to
link this and understand more effectively the issues that have been debated during the US
elections.

Next term this message will be written by Miss O’Neill who has been working alongside me and
Miss Phillips since September. I have taken the very difficult decision to retire at Christmas. My
good wishes to you all and I hope that you have a restful and joyful Christmas and New Year

HISTORY
by Mrs Fagent



Through studying Geography this term, the
students have been deepening their knowledge
and understanding of our Earth. Students have
learnt how to identify places, but also been able
to describe and explain natural processes as well
as assess the impacts of humans with specific
examples in our world. Alongside this, we had
our new Year 7s discovering how diverse
geography is, Year 8s exploring the world by
studying different countries, Year 9s analysing
how hazardous our earth is to live on and Year
10s starting their exciting GCSE journey. I have
been fascinated how students have bought
their experiences from the pandemic into the
classroom, and have which they have all
managed to relate these experiences to
Geography and truly understand how relevant
the subject is to the world we live in. Thank you
for the amazing effort from the students this
term - Mrs Munnik, Miss Gardner, Mr Murphy
and I have thoroughly enjoyed this term!

What have we been doing in Geography?
Students in Year 7 have been studying
Ecosystems, where they have looked at a
geographic area with a variety of plants, animals,
and other organisms, as well as weather and
landscapes. They have looked at locations,
characteristics, animal adaptations and threats
for each ecosystem (tropical rainforest, deserts
and arctic tundra). Students had the
opportunity, as part of their assessment, to
design their own animal to survive in the
tropical rainforest and they were incredible! We
had students creating videos to explain their
animals as well as animals made of cake. From
Ecosystems, students moved onto studying
Population, where they learnt about why our
population is changing and the consequences. 

GEOGRAPHY
by Miss Castle-Smith

“Geography is the subject which holds the key to our future.”

Students were keen to check the live population
tracker online before each lesson to see how our
population is constantly changing. Students
were fascinated about how medical care can
impact development and discovered how
topical geography is with the global pandemic.
They developed great curiosity and enjoyed
learning about human geography and the world
we live in.

In year 8 Geography classes, students have been
studying Countries, Continents and Culture.
Students have been practicing their locational
knowledge and developing curiosity about the
cultures of China, Japan and India. Students also
got the opportunity to be creative and design
their own country using what they had learnt –
they excelled in creativity! Students then moved
on to study the topical and highly significant
topic of glaciers. Using inspiration from films
such as “Ice Age” and “Frozen”, and the
animations of “plucking” and “abrasion” (which
students found very amusing!) they have learnt
about the glacial processes that shape the land
we live in and why these are so important.

Year 9 Geography has focused on Hazardous
Earth and have been exploring why our earth is
a precarious place to live in, and looking in
particular at Earthquakes, Volcanoes, Tropical
Storms and Floods. Students have studied
processes in detail, and they have assessed how
the levels of vulnerability to these hazards vary
between countries. It has been great to see so
many students interested in different natural
disasters all around the world!

Year 10 Geography classes have made a fantastic
start to their GCSE course.  We  have  thoroughly



enjoyed analysing why our earth changes
and how humans impact the world we live
in. Students started by learning about
Development Dynamics; looking at the
different economic, social and political
measures that can be used to assess how
developed a county is. Students had the
opportunity to analyse demographic data,
consider factors that resulted in global
inequality and possible theories that could
be applied. Students then investigated on
how India excelled in recent decades to
become an advanced country. Year 10
students then looked at Hazardous Earth
and analysed the causes and effects. They
also then explored how humans have an
increasing impact on shaping the Earth and
its climate, making it an increasingly
hazardous place to live.

What have we been doing in Geography
lessons to help learning?
In Geography this term, students have been
taking a lot of pride in their geography
books. Students are encouraged to answer
key questions each lesson that develop their
curiosity. They also give students the chance
to apply their knowledge and express their
own opinion. Students have been reflecting
on their own work in purple and green pens
and being creative throughout their learning
in topics.

Well done to all students, it has been a
delight and I think students have left this
term thinking “everything has to do with
Geography!” I do hope that you have a
wonderful time over the festive season!



RELIGIOUS STUDIES
by Mr Hicks

It’s been a very strange end to term with some students being in, and some students being
out, but I have been so impressed with the enthusiasm and work ethic across the year groups
as online learning has kicked in.

In Year 7 this term, students have been studying Christian beliefs and practices. In the first half
term our students looked at a variety of Christian beliefs and values and where they came
from. We studied evidence that Christians would use to say the trinity exists, from Mark’s
Gospel and the Nicene creed. Not only is this a good way to see how scripture forms Church
teaching but a key GCSE skill too! Year 7 students also used bible references to see how Jesus
divinity and humanity are expressed and why that is important for the Christian faith. Moving
in the second half term, we have been studying how Christian beliefs are expressed in
Christian daily lives through items in a church, prayer, and how the Bible was written. It has
been a fascinating term, and students have worked so hard, but I would like to congratulate
Emma Blomley, Katie Green, and Zac Rehman for outstanding effort and consistency!

Children in Year 8 have been studying Hindu beliefs and Hindu practices in each respective
half term. It was amazing to see students really getting to grips with fundamental Hindu
beliefs like the Trimurti, reincarnation and moksha, and the caste system. It has allowed
students to really understand the different aspects of such a beautiful and traditional religion.
From October onwards we have been looking at Hindu practices, which has allowed Year 8s to
understand and explore the meaning of Diwali, and the symbols used in this most amazing
festival. A big well done to David Harris, Harry Griffiths, and Charlie Pollard for their excellent
work this term!

Year 9 students have been so engaged this term as discussed different forms of ethics, and
how they can be applied. It is caused fascinating debates into how different people would
react to different moral dilemmas and real-life situations. We’ve covered religious ideas such as
Natural Moral Law, and situation ethics, and non-religious understandings such as
utilitarianism. Year 9 students have worked so hard, and they should be congratulated for
tackling such mature content with aplomb. Well done to Ray Rogers, Evie Rawling, and Belle
Hunt for their excellent critical thinking and evaluation skills! In the second half term we have
moved from ethics to philosophy and have begun to explore the question of are science and
faith are compatible. Students have really relished debating arguments on topics such as, does
God exist, and how was the universe created. A big well done to Ethan Gerard, and Ben Agius
for their well thought out responses to such complex questions!

Our GCSE students in Year 10 have made an outstanding start to Key Stage 4 life and are
meeting the demands that are being placed upon them exceptionally well. We have made
wonderful headway through the AQA course specifications and are in a good place. It is a
shame the mocks have had to be moved as I was looking forward to the students showing off
their incredible progress and development this term. We have looked at Christian beliefs and
have now moved onto Christian practices, including the Christian festival of Christmas! What
perfect timing! A massive well done to Summer Raja, James Stapleton, and Maddy Pink for
exceptional work this term



PERFORMING ARTS
by Mr Hayter

To be honest, the return to school this year filled me with a great deal of fear. Having spoken to
many professional colleagues about how their schools were interpreting the guidance, many
schools at the time seemed to be pulling practical music and drama completely from the
curriculum. As I met with senior leaders and health and safety advisors, it soon became clear that
(with the right mitigation) we could continue to run a curriculum that mostly matched the
intentions I had for the department pre-COVID. We worked hard to draft a set of guidelines and
rules that meant that we could continue with practical lessons where possible, including peripatetic
lessons and singing.

It was, however, clear that extra-curricular would have to sit on the back-burner for now. With choirs
and instrumental groups all involving the crossing of bubbles, it was decided we would wait a little
longer before running these again. This meant no Christmas Carol service, a school tradition and
right of passage for the fresh faced year 7s and no Carol singing in the local care homes.

However, looking positively it meant that we could look to explore technology and we invested in
software for the year 8s and 9s to compose music on, fully accessible from home should we need to
lockdown again. This gave a whole new angle to the learning and allowed students to complete
topics they missed due to lockdown as part of our recovery curriculum. Let’s explore the broad
range of learning that takes place in Performing Arts.

Music:

In year 7, students began the year using the keyboards. Students learnt where the notes of the
keyboard were and explored playing using treble clef notation to perform the Tango Argentino.
After half term, students used this knowledge of the treble clef to explored using their voices to sing
Christmas songs in two-parts and ‘find their voices’. Students explored vocalisation and beatboxing
to create their own beatboxed rhythms. Here is an excellent example by Lily A of using rhythmic grid
notation to compose rhythms in Miss Wheeler’s class.

In year 8, students began the year learning how to read ukulele chord notation and perform jams,
strumming patterns and songs on the ukulele. Students carried the ukuleles around the school,
bringing music into every corridor rather than just downstairs in the music room and ended the
topic performing Count on Me by Bruno Mars on the ukulele. After exploring a wider range of
rhythm patterns on ukuleles, year 8s also had the opportunity to use the software to explore
creating polyrhythms in African music. Normally students would use the African drumming set we
have at school, but  for the benefit of all students in  classrooms around the school I decided it would 



be best to explore this topic using computers! Here is another fantastic example by Ruby M-G
demonstrating authentic West African polyrhythmic writing followed by her own call and response
section.

In Year 9, students loved using Noteflight to explore
how Mozart created a set of Variations on the theme
of Twinkle Twinkle Little Star. Here is an excellent
extract version from Skye T, changing tonality
effectively. After exploring classical music, students
explored how popular musicians learnt music,
namely by ear and by developing their listening
skills in contrast to the written notation commonly
used in the past. Students began listening closely to
different parts within a piece of music and
performing them by ear, such as basslines, melodies
and chord progressions.

After the news that students would work from
home, students worked online using the Oak
National Academy resources and have continued to
work highly effectively. Using the self-directed
videos, students have continued to explore topics
and key concepts linked to their intended
curriculum.

In year 10, the music students have begun to explore
every element of their course, namely performance,
composition and appraising. Students have now
submitted a solo performance, an extract of
composition and studied two set works, Badinerie
and Africa. At GCSE, they study all of the topics
concurrently, rather than in sections, and will
continue to develop their skills throughout their 5
terms. They are absolutely smashing this year and
have come so far in just 3 and a bit months from
where they were in March.



Drama:

In year 7, students began the year with an introduction to drama, exploring a range of essential
drama skills like audience awareness, physical and vocal skills. Students applied these skills
into a mimed performance telling the story of a ‘bully’ that falls asleep and the revenge that
the students apply to them. In the second half term, year 7s used these essential skills to
explore a haunted house (the local Darkwood Manor!), demonstrating tension to create a
convincing performance.

In year 8, students began the term looking at a poem as stimulus for drama. Students explored
the Victorian poet laureate Lord Tennyson’s ballad ‘The Lady of Shalott’ using body propping
and using theatre to explore the language and imagery that was so beautifully written.
Students contrast this topic with The Stones, a dramatization of a true story where two boys
faced manslaughter charges after kicking rocks off a freeway overpass and killing a motorist.
This topic is an example of our commitment to community theatre, with particular pertinence
for our students studying so close to the M25 motorway bridge.

In year 9, students began the year looking at the Doomed Youth, exploring how a young boy
who was their age enlisted himself during World War I. With the current affairs, students could
empathise in a slightly different way to the news of an event that caused a loss of life on a wide
scale and the fear that families felt during these times. Students then moved onto the topic of
gangs, exploring prejudices against young people and how theatre in the round and non-
linear theatre can be used in contemporary theatre for effect. Well done to Nora, whose
excellent response to a costume design question deserves a particular mention.

Year 10s began the year catching up on skills and practitioners missed from the lockdown as
part of the recovery curriculum, culminating in a scripted performance in front of Mr Hayter
and Mrs Munnik of extracts from An Inspector Calls and Noughts and Crosses. They then
began to explore Blood Brothers, exploring the different characters in the play and considering
how technical elements of staging, costume and lighting may be used if they were to perform
the play themselves.



DESIGN AND TECHNOLOGY 
by Miss Sheen

It has been an exciting journey this term in the Design and Technology department. Due to Covid
restrictions, our way of teaching our subject has been turned on its head and we have been learning
anew alongside our wonderful students. Despite these challenges, every student who has completed a
lesson in Design and Technology has been dedicated to developing their skills and expertise in a range
of areas. 

Year 7 are now well underway on their second project. At the start of the year, they were considering
how they could create a functional outdoor leisure centre, looking at each aspect of building design.
We had some absolutely incredible ideas and were so impressed with the creativity demonstrated by
Year 7 students. Jack and Edelynn impressed us with their focus on perfection. Year 7 are now going
on to an exciting project in which they will be making pop-up books, including writing their own story
and creating their own characters.

Year 8 started out strong with their creation of an outdoor retail store. This was a chance for us to get
to know our lovely students better and to see where their particular interests lie. Year 8 are such a
creative and passionate group of students so it has been a pleasure to be able to see them develop
their work with an endless pursuit of perfection. We were blown away with the work completed by
Alana and Ella- well done! Year 8 are also honing their creative writing skills and developing their
understanding of mechanisms through the creation of a pop-up book.

Year 9 initially considered garden design and were thinking about how they could improve their
access to outdoor spaces in light of the restrictions we all faced from March onwards. They were able
to come up with some innovative and thoughtful design pieces of work, whilst also thinking about the
wider social, environmental and economic impact of the choices they made as designers. The
students’ work that particularly shone out to us was Evelyn, Ben Ayres and Ben Agius- thank you for
your ongoing dedication and perseverance. Year 9 are now able, with some careful juggling, to be
taught in subject specific rooms. They have demonstrated such maturity in the light of making GCSE
options choices soon, and are really stepping up their work in terms of quality and quantity.

Year 10 has been a whirlwind. Food Preparation and Nutrition has been busy as usual, with the two
GCSE classes having some friendly rivalry and competition between them to become the best chefs!
They have been producing some absolutely incredible work and we are so proud to watch their
confidence grow and develop as time goes on. 3D Design has been amazing to watch the students
develop their products and ideas into prototypes. Watching these students experiment with their
work and really push design boundaries has been wonderful- a particular shout out to Reyo whose
desire to take risks has really paid off. Textile Design has been a hive of activity. Students have been
experimenting with fabrics and textures to make a range of wonderful 3D samples, and have then
been applying their understanding to a range of designers and additional decorative techniques. Well
done to Mia and Becca who have been particularly experimental with their work. 

Finally, we would like to say a massive thank you to all of you at home for encouraging creativity,
buying ingredients, sparking that excitement about Design and Technology and for being the
champions of your child when they are at home. They couldn’t achieve as much as they do without
your ongoing love and support, so thank you from us! We hope you all have a wonderful, creative
Christmas and that you get some time in for some fun Christmas crafting. 



ART AND DESIGN
by Mrs O'Sullivan

We have had a fantastic first term showing our students the important of
creativity in the World around them. There is so much to celebrate, please
see below for ways in which you can encourage creativity and a
breakdown of what has been happening across each year group. For more
celebrations of exceptional examples of learning please follow us on
twitter @ArtandDTatCHS 
Encouraging creativity for all  

If we have learnt anything this year, it is the positive impact that creativity
has on our young people. Please encourage your son’s/daughter’s to be
creative over the holidays. Museums, galleries and health charities have
made so much more available online than ever before, so let’s use this
opportunity to stay creative to promote positive wellbeing.  If you are
stuck for ideas, please get in touch with anyone in our creative teachers
we will be happy to help.  

What can I do to improve my Art & Design skills in my free time? 
- Practise your drawing and doodle as often as possible.
- Take photos and record the World around you.
- Watch online tutorials.
- Make, build and create anything using your hands.
- Have a discussion about what Art is, that big question! 
- Find a piece of artwork that makes you questions, talk about it, think
about and form an opinion. 
- Take risks, experiment with different media.
- Find out about creative careers or how important creativity is in all
industries.
- Move with the times, you all have access to our full adobe suite which
you can access using your school log on and password. Log in and
download the apps to your phone or any device here
https://www.adobe.com/uk/creativecloud.html 

KS3 Art & Design 

Year 7
Our fantastic year 7’s have demonstrated a passion for Art & Design
throughout this term by working incredibly hard to build a foundation of
skills, using new materials and understanding how to practise their
creativity in and outside of the classroom setting. Learning and mastering
techniques to visually record the World around them, will give them the
skills to develop their Artistic journey at CHS.  The theme ‘The Natural
World’ is essential to understanding the story of art, starting right from the
beginning when art was the only form of communication, to now where
we learn to have a personal and objective aesthetic appreciation or a
purposeful involvement in design innovations.    



Year 8
Year 8 have been consistent in their approach to developing a deeper understanding of Art and
Design, building resilience in their learning.  They are finding creative solutions by discovering new and
exciting ways of working both practical experiments and through independent investigations. The
focus for this term has been looking at how artists around the World have used form and shape to
inform their work. This starts with looking at shape across Art & Design and to literally build and create
compositions or patterns fuelled by their own expressions and perceptions, whether abstract or
realistic. 

Year 9

This term we are really focusing on embedding the skills that students will find useful in the future and
to see the bigger picture, whether or not they decide to take Art & Design forward as a qualification.
This starts with a deeper understanding of perspective drawing. Experimenting in different ways of
using media with a strong focus on architecture, interior and 3D design. We will continue to explore
these fundamental rules of technical drawing throughout this year introducing, printmaking, digital
and photographic ways of working, utilising our adobe cloud student suite. Through these adaptable
ways of working students are able to find a way of creating artwork that that suits them, encouraging
more independent studies and investigations.

GCSE Photography

We are so impressed with our photographers, their energy and enthusiasm is all inspiring! This term
they have been introduced to the foundation skills and techniques through lens-based media. Here
are some outstanding and mature responses to natural light experiments and reflections, where they
worked independently to manipulate light and change viewpoints through compositional techniques
and create emotive dramatic effects to the viewer. To take their work further they have been
introduced to Photoshop and Lightroom.



GCSE Fine Art
Our wonderful fine artists are looking at Natural Form and are already producing established
outcomes which is so impressive at this stage of the course. They are all taking risks with their work
and have experimented fluidly with new and exciting mediums. We are most impressed with their
development and desire to make improvements, respond to feedback and work independently. It is
exciting to see what they will do next as their skills mature, and the work becomes more and more
student led. We are now working on articulating their conversations in their sketchbooks and making
links to artists and contextual research. It has been an absolute pleasure to embark on this journey
with all students and to witness the progress they are making in everything they do.    



ICT
by Mrs Tack

The Year 8’s have been creating a booking system using
excel. As well as learning how to format cells and create
formulas, the students have been mastering conditional
formatting by producing some fantastic art pictures.

Key Stage 3

The Year 7’s have been
introduced to the school IT
system. They have also been
learning the importance of
Staying Safe online and
Cyberbullying. The Year 7’s
have produced some fantastic
Anti-cyberbullying posters
and Social Media Posters.

I never imaged that preparing the students to access their lessons using
TEAMS, in case they were sent home in a year group bubble, would be used
because of a water leak.

Well done to all the students in accessing their on-line lessons, from home,
using TEAMS.

The year 9's have been researching the internet about Future Technology. They them
presented their research using a presentation software called Prezi.

They have also been working on their Bronze Duke of York award - iDEA. Well done to Ben
Aigus and Alex Ozer who have already gained their Bronze award.

The Year 10’s have made an amazing start to their iMedia course work. The students have had
to learn new skills from researching, analysing digital graphics and Adobe photoshop to
working on a book publishing scenario. I am looking forward to seeing their finished book
covers in the New Year.



PSHE
by Miss O'Neill

IIn PSHE this term students have been working
on investing in Health and wellbeing, which
everyone can benefit from in the current
climate! Students from all year groups showed
their creativity skills and abilities to stay positive
in the face of adversity with their leaflets on
how to stay safe in lockdown. Year 7s learnt
how to manage risks, basic first aid and how to
keep themselves physically healthy whilst Year
8 explored the topic of mental health and
positive coping strategies. These initiatives
have been seen school wide through our
mental health awareness week and anti-
bullying week to encourage young people
throughout the year groups to speak out
against the stigmas associated with these
topics. 

In Year 9, students have explored how to
maintain a healthy lifestyle, exploring cancer
awareness and digital resilience in light of the
age of social media. Finally Year 10 have looked
not only at identifying signs of mental ill health
but have investigated the risks and detrimental
impacts of alcohol and drugs on the human
body. Students have worked at evaluating a
range of scenarios they may be increasingly
exposed to in order to assess the risk and
decide the best course of action that will
ensure the safety of themselves and those
around them. 

All these topics have been explored with an
incredible level of interest and maturity
throughout the year groups which has
impressed the teaching staff greatly. We look
forward to a great new year which will allow us
time to reflect on our relationships with society
and each other. Team PSHE wishes you a
wonderful and restful Christmas and a huge
thank you for all your hard work and support so
far. 



BUSINESS STUDIES
by Ms Marques

Spotlight on… Business

Our wonderful year 10 business studies cohort have started the year with excitement by
researching the skills’ profile of famous entrepreneurs such as Sir Richard Branson. This activity
highlighted for them the importance of certain enterprise competences, such as resilience,
creativity and problem solving.

In our practical lessons, we nurtured our passion for the dynamic and fascinating nature of
business, by applying knowledge to contemporary case studies about Deliveroo, JustPark and
Borrow my Doggy. We have also looked at some start-ups that have emerged during the
current pandemic and discussed how their founders were able to spot a business opportunity
notwithstanding big clouds of uncertainty. In the context of our topic of Risks and Rewards, we
analysed some of the challenges ahead for SMEs and how these challenges are also likely to
translate in new trade opportunities. 

Before half term, we looked at well-known national and multinational businesses to explore the
growth of e-commerce and apply SWOT analysis to new streaming platforms like Apple + and
Britbox as competitors to market leaders Netflix. 

In November, we hosted our first Enterprise Workshop where we had a guest speaker talking
remotely about the Economy, the Bank of England and the different sources of finance available
to businesses. We have learned about Fintech companies and have evaluated the impact of
hypothetical negative interest rate scenarios.

With mocks approaching, students are now spending lesson time looking at content in
preparation for Unit 1.3 - Putting a Business idea into Practice - beginning in January. They have
been busy producing some lovely revision cards and knowledge organisers, such as the ones
below by Ksenija Pavlovska. Well done Ksenija for great collaboration skills in sharing your
resources! Special mention also to Danny Dowsett for being able to structure a brilliant
balanced argument about the importance of branding for British Airways. Danny had a look at
BA financial reports to gather evidence for his work. Brilliant Danny!

Looking ahead, we are all excited to see what 2021 will bring for business and we all know it is
going to be a year like no other!



PE
by Mr Ball

Despite the challenges of Covid19, we have surged ahead with the best provision we can offer
for PE and we have been really impressed with how our students have performed.  With sports
clubs being shut for the last half term and few opportunities to burn some energy elsewhere, it
has been great that we have been able to give pupils high quality sporting opportunities in
school!  

We have adapted our PE curriculum to operate in line with the evolving regulations and our
pupils have taken great advantage of the opportunities we can offer.  Due to the absence of
inter school leagues and competitions we have focussed on our house competitions and
getting students as active as possible whenever we can.  Dodgeball, Football and Basketball
competitions have been super popular so far and we will continue to offer great opportunities
in line with whatever developments emerge. 

This latest period of difficulty due to flooding has brought more challenges but yet again we
have been amazed and proud of the positive reactions of pupils.  Most recently we have been
running our interhouse distance challenge!  We have taken the opportunity to encourage
pupils to use modern technology to track their own exercise with the hope that they can
embrace the enjoyment and health benefits that are commonly associated with exercise.  It
also gives the pupils a great chance to track their own progress and of course give their team a
chance of winning the challenge!  The competition ends on Jan 31st 2021 and there is no limit
to the amount of entries per person.

Naturally, we look forward to the re-emergence of "normal" sport, but until then we will
guarantee to offer our pupils the best possible opportunities within the Covid19 restrictions.  As
ever in PE, we aim to make our pupils "Sport ready; world ready"



We thought we would bring some of our Christmas cheer to you all! Here are
photographs of CHS staff’s Christmas trees… Can you guess whose is whose? List of
names below.

Miss Andres, Mr Ball, Miss Baker, Miss Brazier, Miss Bucknall, Miss Castle-
Smith, Mrs Clark, Mrs Donnachie, Mrs Dyos, Mrs Goulborn, Mr Howell, Miss
Keep, Ms Limacher-Burrell, Mrs Lisk, Mrs Marquez, Mrs Melville, Mrs Palmer,
Miss Phillips, Miss Sheen, Mr Solaz, Mrs Struthers, Mrs Tack, Miss Wheeler and
Ms Willoughby.

CHRISTMAS  TREE  GUESSING  GAME

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8



9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24



Timings of the school day -reminder
From January, times of school day remain as before:

Start
Year 7 8:20am
Year 8 8:25am
Year 9 8:30am
Year 10 8:35am

Finish
Year 7 2:50pm
Year 8 2:55pm
Year 9 3:00pm
Year 10 3:05pm

All students will access the school site via the main student entrance.  Year 7s will follow the
flow of all students past the bike sheds to the MUGA each morning.

Second-hand Bike Appeal
At a time when some students might be getting a new bike, please consider whether any 'old'
bikes would be suitable for second-hand use.  If you have one that is in good condition that
you would like to donate to the school, please contact Mr Howell
(howellc@chertseyhighschool.co.uk).  Many thanks in advance.

GENERAL INFORMATION


