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It has been an incredible first term of the year which exceeded our 
wildest expectations. Our new Y7 cohort very quickly settled into life as 
part of the Chertsey High family whilst our Y8’s impressed us equally by 
stepping up in terms of modelling the school’s ethos and expectations 
for all.  

With the Christmas holiday upon us, I would like to leave you with a 
message of love, peace and hope… My hope for you is that you have an 
amazing Christmas filled with love, joy and peace and that you will 
experience the good will towards human beings on whom Gods favour 
rests. My prayer too is that blessed as we may be, we will be given grace 
to remember the hungry, the lonely, the sad and the bereaved this 
Christmas. 

Christmas tells us that we are loved and that love ALWAYS wins. When I 
look at Chertsey High School and the amazing people in our lives, I see 
hope. Hope in the people and community of Chertsey that open their 
hearts to the weak and the rejected; those who refuse to give in to hate 
or violence and that love one another as we would love ourselves. 

Finally, my wish this Christmas is that each one of you have a blessed 
Christmas, that you will have fun in doing so and that you will remember 
the vulnerable and those less fortunate than ourselves.  

Staffing Update 
With Ms Ridley due to leave us for her maternity leave at the end of 
January, we have the following arrangements in place to cover her 
responsibilities.  Mrs Dyos and Mr Ball will be leading the DT department 
and covering her lessons in Ms Ridley’s absence.  In addition to this we 
have decided to increase the leadership team in line with the growth of 
the school.  Mrs Davis will be joining us as Assistant Headteacher from 
January.  Mrs Davis has extensive experience as a senior leader having 

previously worked at The Holt School, Wokingham.  She is an 
experienced French teacher and will be taking on the lead within French.  
We are delighted to also inform you that Mr Howell has been appointed 
as Assistant Headteacher.  He will continue to lead Spanish within the 
MFL department as well as joining the senior leadership team and taking 
on more responsibilities within school. Mrs Davis and Mr Howell will be 
working alongside Ms Ridley when she returns from maternity leave. In 
line with my planned phased return from maternity leave, I will be 
increasing my hours to 4 days a week from January.  Mrs Bolton will 
continue to support the school in my absence for one day a week. 

Teaching and Learning review 
As part of the Bourne Education Trust’s termly review cycle, we invited 
Steve Williams to carry out a teaching and learning review on the school. 
We were incredibly happy with the outcome and could not be more 
proud of our students. Mr Williams reported that: “Teachers have high 
expectations and, as a result, students show excellent behaviour for 
learning in the classroom and work hard. Teachers have excellent 
subject knowledge and provide engaging learning opportunities for the 
students in their subject. This, together with the excellent learning 
environment, results in students showing a real sense of academic 
enquiry and considerable enjoyment in learning. As one student said, 
“Teachers in this school are amazing!”. Differentiation is a strength of 
the school. Teachers provide clearly differentiated learning objectives in 
most lessons and tasks are set so that students can choose tasks 
appropriate to their target grades.” 

DFE monitoring visit 
We were also monitored this term by the Department of Education. Mr 
Andrew Marson visited the school on the 10th December where he 
monitored the progress the school has made since we opened our doors 

A Message of Love, Peace and Hope 
from Mrs Munnik 
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for the first time in September 2017. He was extremely complimentary 
towards the school and especially towards our students. He reported the 
following summary: “The behaviour for learning was exemplary and on 
the evidence of discussion with students and staff, the school expects 
high standards. Students felt the school was a happy place and they 
could not identify any bullying.  They felt very safe and secure and knew 
how to keep themselves safe through PSHE and internet safety lessons.   
Particularly impressive has been the introduction of leadership 

responsibilities with the School Council, subject leaders, house captains, 
sports captains and Year 8 buddies supporting some Year 7 students”.   

These 2 reviews were the perfect reflection of the hard work and 
dedication that has gone into the start of this academic year. A big thank 
you to all staff and students for representing the school so well during 
these2 days and for being the perfect ambassadors for our Chertsey 
High family. 

 

Building Update 
by Mr Kibble 

There is now no doubt that a new school is being built at Chertsey High and most people will have seen for themselves that the main structure is now in 
place. The floors in the main building are almost complete and work on the roof and cladding has already started. Work has already started on some 
internal aspects of the building and contractors expect the everything to be water tight by the end of January so this work can be completed.  

The next stage of building that will be visible from the road is the completion of the external cladding and window-fit before the final brickwork gets 
underway in February. Towards the end of February, work will begin on the traffic management system that will be put in place on the road outside the 
school. This will inevitably cause some disruption and we ask for everyone’s patience and understanding whilst this important work is being completed. 
Overall, the project is on track and scheduled for completion in time for the new academic year in September 2019. Thank you for your ongoing interest 
and support. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Students have been sent home with their report today.   

Please take time to review this with your child 
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English 
by Miss Fitzpatrick 

We have had such a brilliant start to the academic year!  The Year 7 pupils have shown amazing amounts of enthusiasm when learning about nineteenth 
century texts and a range of plays by Shakespeare. Meanwhile, the Year 8 pupils thoroughly enjoyed analysing creative writing, as well as crafting their 
own pieces.  Also, they have risen to the challenge of studying either ‘The Tempest’ or ‘Romeo and Juliet’.  

National Poetry Day was a great success with Veronica Krijanovski, Nicole Wilkinson and Annabella Goodwill all writing winning entries! 

I would also like to take this opportunity to congratulate the ‘Stars of the Half Term’ Lola Anderson and Jonathan Zilz.  Both pupils consistently work 
hard in lessons.  

This term has been a very exciting one and I look forward to the next half term as we will be exploring a drama text 

.

Maths 
by Mr Fullick 

The Maths department have had a brilliantly successful Autumn Term.  
The Year 7s started off the year really building upon their number skills 
and took topics and skills they were familiar with at primary school and 
really pushed them further.  They also have started to get to grips with 
some algebra and we have started working with 2D and 3D shapes, I 
am sure the students are looking forward to when we join the two 
topics together! The year 8s have really been tested this term with the 
very complicated topics they have been working on, particularly with 
Pythagoras' Theorem and Trigonometry.  They tackled these very 
difficult problems with great enthusiasm and were very successful with 
many students being able to tackle some very tough GCSE questions. 

Maths Club has proved very popular this half term, we have had 
sessions on computing, accountancy, surveying as well as maths 
problems and challenges.  We will also be running a year 8 maths 
support group on Tuesdays after school from January for any of our 
year 8s who need a little extra help with the classwork. 

We also ran a very successful Year 7 trip to LEGOLAND for students to 
attend a robotics and computing course, the highlight of the day was 
the poor confused teenager working the gate who didn't understand 
why 60 year 7s shook his hand as they came in to the park.  We are 
looking forward to running more maths trips in the future. 

The school also celebrated success in the Chertsey Area Maths 
Challenge.  We took a team of Year 7s and 8s to a maths competition 
against all the other local secondary schools and in our age group we 
came second beating many of the local private schools. 

The Maths department would like to wish you all a very merry 
Christmas and a thank you for the support you have given us with the 
students and we are already looking forward to starting them next 
term. 

 

MFL 
by Mr Howell 

Well, what an amazing start to CHS French and Spanish everyone has 
had!  I have been super-impressed by the dedication and enthusiasm 
shown by the students; learning another language is tough but I’ve 
seen so much determination to succeed it is easy to see that, if they 
continue in this way, our students will go on to be very successful 
indeed. 

The Yr7s have focused on introductions, covering such topics as 
numbers, animals and colours – also thinking about complex grammar 
such as verb conjugation!  The Year 7s can already communicate in 
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another language - and for this alone they should be very proud indeed.  
The Year 8s have moved onto the scary world of the past tenses – 
something that they have tackled head-on and with enthusiasm.  
There are many students that show sheer dedication to revision and 
use of Active Learn, that gives me confidence that they have become 
the independent and resilient learners that they need to be. 

The Euro Bake-Off event in September was a roaring success with 
dozens of students getting involved – and even more purchasing cakes 
at the lunchtime bake sale!  The students raised an amazing £150 for 
our friends at Sight for Surrey.  A special congratulations goes to Poppy 
Cardwell in Year 7, for winning the competition with an incredible, 
edible Eiffel Tower tray bake! 

 

Humanities 
by Mrs Fagent 

Firstly can I say Thank you for the fabulous enthusiasm with which the students have participated in their Geography, History and Religious Studies 
lessons this time. Miss Ross and I both agree that teaching the classes has been a pleasure and a joy. 
 
In Geography, with the Year 7 classes, Miss Ross has been engaged with the students studying the art of using maps and learning about the location of 
Continents and the Oceans. Students have busy learning in detail about the structure and content of the Rainforest as part of their assessment they 
created some highly creative animals that they consider would be perfectly able to adapt to the conditions in the Rainforest. 
 
From the Rainforests the students have turned into mini teachers helping each other learn about the key features of Rivers. Miss Ross has been delighted 
with the enthusiasm and accuracy with which the students have applied themselves in this new role. 
 
Year 8 Geography lessons have been as creative in that students started term by creating abd then presenting bank notes for different countries and 
explaining their choices. From this creativity it went a stage further in their creating a continent of their own choosing. They have now returned to the 
topical and highly significant subject of understanding about the Ice Age and Glacier formation. 
In History with the year 7’s as with last year we started the year learning about the tools needed to become fabulous and enquiring historians. A high 
spot was watching the students bring in historical artefacts which they talked about in front of their peers. We are now about to write our assessment 
of “Why did William Duke of Normandy win the Battle of Hastings?”. The students’ application and enthusiasm is a pleasure to witness.  
 
Year 8 History has been a joy to teach because in truth if I am honest I get to teach the Tudors and Stuarts again. The students have embraced Henry 
VIII and his “Great Matter”, struggled to get just why would Mary I would arrange for some many burnings, but equally understood her personal sadness. 
Elizabeth is proving fascinating, the students recently completed a home work on Elizabeth and her many suitors. Their work was fabulous on so many 
levels, they had great fun and I got acquainted with the language of the young on mobile devices! 
Religious Studies lessons are always thoughtful and provide a platform for our students to show what mature and caring young people we have in a 
school and with this want to understand how the world is shaped today.. 
 
The Year 7’s started the year as with last year having an introduction to the key religions of the world today. Within this subject they made models of 
their religious places of worship. As we are a non-denominational school what was so wonderful was the range of places of worship made and explained 
to fellow students. They are now thoughtfully engaged in studying how Christians connect with God in places of worship and equally importantly 
understanding about the different denominations that exist within Christianity. 
 
Year 8 RS has been both fulfilling and eye opening for the students. We started the year by continuing our study of Judaism and with this focusing on 
the Holocaust and then the reasons for the creation of Israel and its importance today for the Jewish community. This term has seen us start our study 
of Sikhism with its focus on equality which as ever has engaged our very thoughtful students. 
 
I hope that you have a wonderful time over the festive season. 



AUTUMN NEWSLETTER | Issue DECEMBER 2018  5 

 

 

 

Music 
by Mr Hayter 

This term has been the busiest yet for the Chertsey High School ~Music 
department! The drive this year is on high-quality singing. This is what 
we have been doing this term. 
 

 We have formed our first ever choir with around 25 students 
attending each week on Wednesday lunchtimes. 

 All of year 7 have been practicing singing every lesson. 

 Year 8 have been writing reggae songs and will be singing them in 
class performances at the start of next term. 

 
I am so proud of the students work this term and I am delighted to 
announce that we are upgrading our keyboard facilities over the 
Christmas break with very high-quality, touch sensitive keyboards. 
 

Finally, thank you to everybody who was involved in the Carol Service 
this year. It goes without saying that it was a HUGE success. I was 
delighted with the students professionalism throughout and their 
silent reflection between each song. A member of staff at St. George’s 
commented on their behaviour during the day rehearsal noting that it 
was “exceptional” and “the best he had ever seen” from a visiting 
school - high praise indeed! 
 
We look forward to using our new keyboards as we enter our 
penultimate term in our temporary accommodation and I look forward 
to planning for our facilities in the new build 
 

Science 
by Mr Corry 

This year kicked off with the starting off of Crest awards with Year 8 
students, a small team put together a proposal for the building of a 
structurally sound bridge with nothing but the use of spaghetti.  With 
some interesting prototypes and a few mistakes along the way, the 
bridges are starting to take shape and will be ready to propose to the 
awarding body in the new year. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Year 7 students have been introduced to new concepts and 
practical techniques including a full dissection of a lily flower as well as 
a rather tricky chrysanthemum followed by the building of microscope 
slides of onion, pollen and human cheek cells. The new year hopes to 
bring many more opportunities with the continuation of Year 7 science 
club and some Year 6 outreach afternoons into our feeder schools. 
Please follow us for more updates @ChertseyHighSci 
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Drama 
by Miss Cella 

On Wednesday 21st November, 48 excitable students whizzed off to 
see Aladdin The Musical at The Prince Edward Theatre.  

There was a fantastic evening had by all, even if the journey to and from 
was a little bumpy in the coach! The show was a spectacle seeing staff 
and students alike, in awe of the mesmerising magic carpet and 
amazing Genie! The musical numbers were also a great hit with Miss 
O’Brien dancing her way down the aisles during the intervals and Miss 

Smith begging to play 
Jasmine! It was a fantastic trip 
with a phenomenal time had 
by all, and there will definitely 
be a few students discovering 
a whole new world and love for 
musical theatre! 

 

 

Year 7 Drama club performed their Christmas performance of The 
Grinch on Monday 17th December and raised a fantastic amount of 
money for 'Crisis' Charity. The charity ensures that homeless people 
during the cold winters have an enjoyable and safe Christmas. The 
amazing acting of the Drama club saw £93 raised for the charity, 
providing 4 people with a Christmas dinner and gift on Christmas Day. 
Although the play was about the Grinch stealing Christmas, these 
students definitely did the opposite of this for some people across the 
festive period. A special thank you to all students involved, the art club 
for the amazing decorations and to the parents for their patience with 
rehearsals and donations of props, without you all, this show wouldn't 
have raised as much awareness or money, or given so many children an 
experience to remember. 

 

Art 
by Miss Crabb 

What is the focus in Art? 
Going back to basics, and making sure that all students know the 
key foundations of drawing and how to understand and analyse 
artwork. We have introduced the use of doodle books, where 
students have a space that they can practise these key skills. More 
importantly students are provided time to explore their individual 
creative freedom and expression to boost their confidence both in 
school and at home. Please keep practicing over the holidays! 

 

Art Club 
Our budding creative team at Art club every Tuesday have been 
showing off their talents. We were tasked to create some artwork for 
the laying of the wreath at the Memorial outside St. Peters Church, 
together with other organisations and schools in the local community. 
This was a particularly special project and moment for us all. 

Huge well done 
to the Christmas 
Card Competition 
winner - Zara 
Watson! 
 

 



AUTUMN NEWSLETTER | Issue DECEMBER 2018  7 

 

 

Term Dates 2019-2020 
Autumn Term 

INSET days  02/09/2019 – 05/09/2019 

Start of term Year 7 06/09/2019 

Start of term Year 8&9 09/09/2019 

Half term  28/10/2019 to 01/11/2019 

INSET day  02/12/2019 

End of term  20/12/201 

Spring Term 

Start of term  07/01/2020 

Half term  17/02/2020 to 21/02/2020 

INSET day  18/03/2020 

End of term  03/04/2020 

Summer Term 

Start of term  20/04/2020 

Half term  25/5/2020 to 29/05/2020 

End of Term  17/07/2020 

 

Lost Property 
This term, many items of lost property have gathered at school, several 
of which have been unlabeled and therefore not returnable. 

Please find a moment over the break from school to label every item of 
uniform - with particular focus on blazers, ties, PE kits and all items 
inside the PE kits (even trainers/boots!). 

From January, any items found around the school, including anything 
left in the changing rooms, will go into a new cupboard at the back of 
the hall.  The items will stay in there for a period of 2 weeks - and will 
then be disposed of. 

Please also find time to remind your child of the importance of looking 
after their own property - an important life lesson, I am sure you will all 
agree. 

 

Parents Christian Prayer 
Group  
We are starting a parents Christian prayer group in 2019.  Any CHS 
parents who are interested in getting involved, please contact Mr Ball 
on ballc@chertseyhighschool.co.uk 

Teacher Training 
by Joanne Hawkins – Teach SouthEast 

Have you ever considered a career in teaching?  

Teach SouthEast is an initial teacher training provider, guided by the 
commitment to doing not only what is right for our students, but also 
for our trainees. We offer courses to those wanting to become the 
teachers of the future. We deliver high quality, bespoke school centred 
initial teacher training (ITT) programmes for aspiring Secondary School 
teachers across the South East of England.  

Led by two ‘outstanding’ schools, Salesian School in Chertsey and 
Saint John the Baptist School in Woking, we are passionate about 
training and developing in the outstanding teachers of tomorrow. 

 

We offer our Trainees the unique opportunity to be part of a large 
enough cohort that you will have a wealth of opportunity to work with 
others training in the same school or subject alongside the chance to 
be given a personalised training year and be supported by a team of 
outstanding teachers who are working in the classroom as well as 
running our SCITT. 

We firmly believe that the best place to train teachers effectively, in 
this complex but incredibly rewarding career, is in schools and our close 
links within our partnership provide trainees with a broad spectrum of 
experiences. 

If you are a graduate, either coming straight from university or looking 
for a career change, please contact me to find out more 
jhawkins@salesian.surrey.sch.uk or visit our website 
www.teachsoutheast.co.uk  

 

Finally… 
We would not have had such a successful term without the continued 
support from our parents and students and would like to take this 
opportunity to wish you an enjoyable and restful Christmas Break. We 
look forward to welcoming our students back on Monday 7th January 
2019. 

Next week: Timetable Week B  
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