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Students 

How do I approach revision? 

• Set a revision timetable, 

revising certain subjects at 

certain times. 

• If you feel the need for 

silence while revising, try 

to make this possible. 

• Make sure you have a break 

from revision - try to arrange 

things so that you have a "day 

off" revising. 

• Avoid distractions like 

mobile phones. 

 

Revision – Techniques 

• Read and memorise. 

• Summary notes short version of your 
main notes. 

• Revise with a friend - if possible, 

exchange ideas during revision 

• Questions and Answers - get a friend 

to ask you specific questions about 

topics. 

• Make up a set of revision 

cards - with one main topic 

per card. 

 

Exam Preparation 

• Try not to treat the exam as 

anything other than a normal 

school or college day, apart 

from the fact that you are 

doing an exam. 

• Get a good night's sleep and 

have breakfast. 

• Take enough pens/pencils, 

rubber, & ruler. etc. 

 

Parents 

Regular attendance throughout the 

year will help to ensure that your child 

keeps up with coursework and 

homework. If they do fall behind, 

through illness perhaps, do speak to 

the college about any support which 

can help them catch up. 

 
Preparing for assessments and exams 

is often something that some children 

only begin to 

think about in the last few weeks 

before. Encourage your child to start 

revision in good time to avoid 

cramming & panic. 

• Help your child to plan a realistic 
timetable of study for each 
subject. 

• Talk to your child and help 

them decide on a fixed area 

at home where they can 

study with the least 

distractions. 

• Speak to the rest of the 

family, particularly 

younger members, about 

respecting this study 

area. 

• Check the dates of each exam 

and keep a record of them 

somewhere you can see them 

easily. We will give your child 

an exam timetable. 

• Encourage your child to get 

plenty of sleep, especially the 

night before an exam; at least 

8 hours. 

• Encourage your child to eat 

well. On the morning of an 

exam encourage them to 

have a breakfast, or lunch if 

the exam is in the afternoon. 

 



Exam Timetable: Tips and Tricks 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Take control of your revision 

As exam season approaches, one of 

the best ways to stay on top of things 

and get rid of that helpless feeling, is 

to take control of your revision. 

Here is a good place to start: 

• Make a revision plan that is 

tailored to you 

• Set objectives and monitor your 

progress 

• Schedule in down-time to relax 

and have fun. 

Getting organised 

Being proactive with your revision will 

help you feel more prepared for your 

upcoming exams. 

Planning your revision can take many 

different forms. The key is knowing when 

your exams are and what topics you have 

to cover - then working back from that. 

Don't forget to: 

• Allow time to revisit content. 

• Allow extra time for the topics you 

struggle with 

• Colour code! Assign different 

colours to different subjects. 

• Keep your revision sessions to 

about 45 minutes, then take a 

short break. 

• Build in down-time. 

• Remember, if your timetable isn't 

working for you, don't be afraid to 

reorganise it. 

Colour code each subject  

This is an important and easy trick so you can clearly see when you are going to revise. 
 

Colour in each subject box with a different colour: 

 

Maths English Science 

 
Geography 

 
Modern Foreign Languages 

 

History 

 

 

Religious Education 

 



My Revision Timetable – May Half Term 

Time Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday 

8:50 – 9:50   
 

 
 

  

9:50 – 10:50   
 

 
 

  

10:50 – 11:10   
 

 
 

  

11:10 – 12:10   
 

 
 

  

12:10 – 13:10   
 

 
 

  

13:10 – 14:00   
 

 
 

  

14:00 – 15:00   
 

 
 

  



My Revision Timetable – During school time 

Time Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday 

4:00 – 4:30   
 

 
 

  

5:00 -5:30   
 

 
 

  

6:00 – 6:30   
 

 
 

  

7:00 -7:30   
 

 
 

  



English 

The paper will be split into three sections: 

 

1. SPAG 

You will be given questions that assess your understanding of spelling, punctuation and 

grammar. 

· Revise key spelling, punctuation, and grammar rules (use Lexia/ Seneca or notes in your book) 

· Revise key vocabulary and definitions of key terms from this year 

 

2. Reading Skills: Analysis 

You will be asked to read a text we have not studied and answer questions on it. You will be 

asked an extended question about the language used and its effect on the reader. 

· Practise reading a fictional extract. Make notes on key ideas or discuss with someone at home. 

Get someone to test your understanding by asking you these questions: What is the text about? 

How do you know? Why do you think the writer has written it? Use evidence to support your 

views from the text. 

· Do you know the difference between explicit and implicit information? Practise identifying both 

explicit and implicit ideas from a text. 

· Revise key terminology such as writers’ methods, word classes etc. Check the definitions of any 

words or concepts that you are still not sure about. 

· Make a list of or mind-map of all the possible reasons why writers use these devices. What are 

the intended effect on the reader? Come up with examples of methods you have identified in 

the range of texts you have studied this year. 

· Make a checklist of everything you need to do in an excellent analytical paragraph. 

· Practice writing an analytical paragraph using the: what/how/why structure. 

 

3. Writing skills: Creative 

You will be given an image and you will be asked to creatively using it as inspiration. 

· Revise how to use a range of punctuation (.,?!-:;...) and practise using each in your own writing. 

· Practice creating interesting characters. Use the steps below. 

1. Give the character a clear personality trait, (e.g. cold-hearted, ambitious, menacing) 

2. Use precisely chosen and ambitious vocabulary (e.g. ‘delightful’ rather than ‘nice’) 

 

3. Describe the character’s looks. 



4. Describe clothes / possessions which reflect the character. 

5. Use a simile or metaphor. 

6. Any other techniques? 

7. Revise different sentence types (simple, compound, complex) and practise using a variety in 

your own writing. 

 

 

 

  



Maths 

Unit 1 

• Indices & Standard Form 

• Squares, Cubes and Roots 

• Laws of Indices 

- multiply & divide 

- zero & negative 

- fractional 

• Multiplying and Dividing by Powers of 10 

• Standard Form 

- Converting Numbers to and from 

- calculating in standard form" 

 

Unit 2 

• Inequalities 

- Which numbers satisfy an inequality 

- Write an inequality from a worded description." 

• Draw single & double inequalities on a number line 

• Solving inequalities e.g. 2x - 4 > -12 

- inc brackets 

- inc unknowns on both sides" 

• Substitution 

• Writing & using formulae 

• Rearranging Formulae/ changing the subject 

• Expanding single & double brackets 

• Patterns and sequences 

• Term to term rules 

• nth term 

 

Unit 3 

• Graphs 

• Read and plot coordinates  

• Draw and Identify simple lines e.g.  x = 5 , y=x 

• Draw a linear graph using table of values 

• Finding the gradient of a line  

- from the graph 

- from two coordinates" 

• Finding the equation of a line from a graph 

  



Unit 4 

• Draw and measure angles 

• Obtuse, acute, reflex & right-angles 

• Angle facts: 

- straight line 

- vertically opposite 

- around a point 

- in triangles & quadrilaterals 

- parallel lines" 

 

Unit 5 

• Area & Perimeter 

• Names and properties of shapes 

- including symmetry 

• Perimeter of basic & compound shapes 

- include finding missing lengths 

• -What is the perimeter 

• Area of polygons: 

-rectangle, triangle, parallelogram, trapezium 

-include finding missing values 

 



Science 

Year 8 Science revision list: 

The digestive system 

• State the names of 8 organs found in the digestive system. 

• Describe the mechanical processes of food being digested. 

• Recall the name and function of the enzymes found in the digestive system. 

• Describe how an enzyme works. 

Bioenergetics 

• Describe what is meant by aerobic and anaerobic respiration. 

• State the chemical equations for aerobic and anaerobic respiration. 

• Describe photosynthesis and relate it to respiration. 

• State the chemical equations for photosynthesis. 

Reactivity series 

• Recall the reactivity series for at least 11 elements. 

• Describe what is meant by the reactivity series. 

• Write word and symbol equations for displacement reactions. 

• Balance symbol equations for displacement reactions. 

Structure of the atom 

• Recall the relative mass, charge, and locations of protons, neutrons, and electrons. 

• Use mass and atomic number to find the number of protons, neutrons, and electrons in an atom. 

• Write and draw the electron configuration of an atom. 

• Define isotope and ion. 

Heat Transfers 

• Define conduction, convection, and radiation. 

• Explain, using particle theory, conduction and convection. 

• Describe the difference between a conductor and an insulator. 

• Describe how at least two different types of home insulation work.  

Force fields 

• Describe what a force field is, and its effect on other objects. 

• Name and draw the 3 types of force field. 

• Describe where and why a field is strongest.  

• Describe how to find the shape and direction of a magnetic field. 

 

 

 

  



Modern Foreign Languages 

Year 8 Spanish: 

You will be doing an end of year listening and reading exam in class. To revise for this, use Pearson Active 

Learn website. Click on Viva 2 book and complete the exercises. For vocabulary learning, Quizlet is a very 

useful resource. Your teachers have shared all the resources with you on your Team pages. If you have 

any questions, please do not hesitate to ask your teachers.  

VOCABULARY 

1. Mis vacaciones 

• Talking about a past holiday 

• Saying what you did 

• Giving opinions about it 

 

2. Todo sobre mi vida 

• Saying what you use your phone for 

• Saying what type of music you like 

• Talking about TV 

• Saying what you did yesterday 

 

3. ¡A comer! 

• Saying what food you like/dislike 

• Describing mealtimes (desayuno, comida, cena) 

• Ordering a meal 

• Discussing what you are going to buy for a party 

 

4. ¿Qué hacemos? 

• Arranging to go out 

• Making excuses 

• Saying how you get ready to go out 

• Talking about clothes 

• Talking about sporting events 

 

5. Operación verano 

• Describing a holiday home and comparing them 

• Describing holiday activities 

• Asking for directions 

• Talking about summer camps using the three tenses 

GRAMMAR 

• Present tense  

• Preterite tense 

• Near future tense 

• Conditional “me gustaría + infinitive” 

• Reflexive verbs (i.e. me levanto) 

• Me gusta(n) 

• Se puede(n) 

• Comparatives & superlatives 

• Negatives 

 

Year 8 French: 



VOCABULARY 

You will be doing an end of year listening and reading exam in class. To revise for this, use Pearson Active 

Learn website. Click on Studio 2 (Rouge) book and complete the exercises. For vocabulary learning, 

Quizlet is a very useful resource. Your teachers have shared all the resources with you on your Team 

pages. If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to ask your teachers.  

1. T’es branché(e)? 

• TV programmes 

• Film genres 

• Reading 

• Internet 

• Saying what you did yesterday 

 

2. Paris, je t’adore! 

• Saying what you did in Paris and when 

• Giving opinions about a tourist attraction 

• Saying where you went and how (transport) 

 

3. Mon identité 

• Talking about personality 

• Relationships 

• Music 

• Clothes 

• Talking about your passion using the three tenses 

 

4. Chez moi, chez toi 

• Describing where you live (your town/village) 

• Describing your home 

• Talking about meals 

• Discussing what food to buy 

• Talking about an event 

 

5. Quel talent?! 

• Talking about talents and ambitions for the future 

• Talking about a contest 

• Saying what you can do with the French language 

GRAMMAR 

• Present tense  

• Perfect tense (with être and avoir) 

• Near future tense 

• Modal verbs: pouvoir, devoir, vouloir 

• Reflexive verbs (i.e. je m’entends) 

• Comparatives & superlatives 

• Negatives 

  



Geography 

Tick off each area as you go through and decide at the end of the unit how you feel about the whole unit.  

Revision checklist 
 

 

 

Identify: you could draw/find images of each word 
Countries, Continents and Cultures 

a. The location of the 7 continents and 5 oceans 
Glaciation 

a. Glacier 
b. Ice Field 
c. Ice Sheet 
d. Powder and slab Avalanche 

Coasts 
a. Concordant coastline  
b. Discordant coastline 
c. The main characteristics of a wave 

Africa 
a. Megacity 
b. Shanty Town 
c. Migration 

   

Define: you could create flash cards- write the word on one side and 

definition on the other side  

Countries, Continents and Cultures 
a. Continent 
b. Culture  

Glaciation 
a. Glacier 
b. Ice Field 
c. Ice Sheet 
d. Ice Age 
e. Erosion 
f. Weathering 
g. Transportation 
h. Deposition 
i. Abrasion 
j. Plucking 
k. Freeze-thaw 
l. Avalanche 

Coasts 
a. Coast 
b. Swash/Backwash 
c. Weathering 
d. Erosion 
e. Mass movement 
f. Slumping  

Africa 
a. Megacity 
b. Shanty Town 
c. Child Soldier 
d. Piracy 
e. Migration  

   

Describe: you could turn each bullet point below into a 4 mark exam question 

and practice answering it. For example- Question: Describe the geographical 
location of the UK? (4 marks) Answer: The UK is located in the continent of 
Europe (1) it is in the northern hemisphere (1) the Pacific Ocean is located to the 
east of the UK (1) it is close to countries such as France & Belgium (1) 

   

http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl&imgrefurl=http://www.clipartbest.com/rain-cloud-template&h=0&w=0&tbnid=hi0IdYV6vYK3oM&zoom=1&q=rain&tbnh=224&tbnw=225&docid=Sm07oqQdOr_ubM&tbm=isch&ei=rz1zU5vcL6ia0QWCqIGABw&ved=0CAIQsCUoAA
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=cloud%20clipart&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=poXSyfnES1vH0M&tbnid=hCeVBNMuRp2FkM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.polyvore.com/free_cloud_clipart_public_domain/thing?id%3D48792893&ei=7j1zU9nlLuiL0AW_rYDoBQ&psig=AFQjCNE34KCMhw87dWB0IyJXjCpZZPsAEA&ust=1400147809942545
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=sunshine&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=ybnV0BiuG5YeUM&tbnid=BieT3N5cfWo3zM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://poconojrc.org/sunshine-committee/&ei=ED5zU-atLc2c0wXzhoHICg&psig=AFQjCNG798uFbsfPy4lRP0fYGvMCrDNQkQ&ust=1400147849975337


Countries, Continents and Cultures 
a. The geographical location of the UK, Japan, India and China 
b. The culture of the UK, Japan, India and China 
c. The culture of the Nyangatom tribe 

Glaciation 
a. The distribution of glaciers 
b. Conditions during the last ice age 
c. The main landforms created by glaciation (U-shaped valley, Corrie/Tarn and Arête and 

Pyramidal Peak) 
d. The main depositional features created by glaciation (Moraines, Drumlins and Erratics) 
e. The uses and services that a glacial environmental offers 

Coasts 
a. The distribution of geology in the UK 

b. The difference between concordant and discordant coastlines 

c. The difference between constructive and destructive waves 

d. The 4 types of erosion (Hydraulic Action, Solution, Abrasion, Attrition) 

e. The 3 types of weathering (Physical, Chemical, Biological) 

f. The two types of mass movement (Landslides and Rock falls) 

g. The types of human activity at the coast 

Africa 
a. The living conditions faced by people living in shanty towns.  
b. The biodiversity of Africa. 

Explain you could turn each bullet point below into a 4/6 mark exam question and 

practice answering it. For example- Question: Explain how countries and their cultures 
vary around the world (4 marks) Answer: The culture in some countries and drastically 
different to others however, in some places they are very similar. For example, the 
Mexican culture is similar to the Spanish culture (1) because they speak the same 
language and play similar instruments (1). However, in tribes like the Nyangatom, they 
drink goats blood and mark their bodies everything the make a kill (1) which is very 
different to Western cultures like that of the UK (1)  
Countries, Continents and Cultures 

a. How countries and their cultures vary around the world 
b. The reasons why different cultures exist e.g. how the history, location, physical 

geography, politics can affect country’s cultures 
Glaciation 

a. Reasons for glacier distribution 
b. How glaciers are formed 
c. How the main landforms are created by glaciation (U-shaped valley, Corrie/Tarn and 

Arête and Pyramidal Peak) 
d. How the main depositional features are created by glaciation (Moraines, Drumlins and 

Erratics) 
e. Why avalanches occur 
f. Why avalanches pose a growing threat to life and property 

Coasts 
a. The formation of igneous/sedimentary/metamorphic rock 
b. The formation of a wave 
c. How a wave changes as it approaches the shore 
d. How the type of wave can influence the beach profile 
e. The formation of landforms at the coast (Headlands and Bays, Wave Cut Notches and 

Platforms, Caves, Arches, Stacks and Stumps) 
f. The process of longshore drift 
g. How material is transported by the ocean (Traction, Saltation, Suspension, Solution) 
h. The formation of landforms by deposition 
i. How soft and hard engineering methods work 

Africa 
a. The reasons why children become child soldiers.  
b. The reasons why piracy exists in parts of Africa.  
c. The reasons why people move to urban areas in Africa.  

   



Assess you could turn each bullet point below into a 6/8 mark exam question 

and practice answering it. For example- Question: Assess the similarities and 
differences the exist between different cultures (8 marks) 
Countries, Continents and Cultures 

a. The similarities and differences that exist between different cultures   
Glaciation 

a. The most significant process involved in shaping the landscape 
b. The importance of glacial landscapes 
c. The differences in impacts and management of two avalanches due to their 

development 
Coasts 

a. The positive and negative impacts of humans at the coast 
b. The costs and benefits of coastal management 

   

 

 



History 

Topics Key words:  Where to revise? 

The Stuarts and the English Civil 
War: 

- Students need to know key 
features of the reigns of 
James I and Charles I and 
how this led to the English 
Civil War. 

- To understand how the 
Parliamentarians were able 
to win the English Civil War 
and the outcome for 
England. 

- To be able to evaluate the 
extent to which Cromwell 
was a Hero or Villain.  

Witchcraft 
Gunpowder Plot 
Civil War 
Roundheads  
Cavalier  
Pikeman 
Parliament  
Divine right of kings 
Stuart  
Regicide  
Pilgrim 
Puritan 
Oliver Cromwell 

Tudors and Stuarts (15th to 
17th century) - KS3 History - 
BBC Bitesize 

The Industrial Revolution and life in 
Victorian Britain: 

- Students need to 
understand the causes of 
the Industrial Revolution 
and how it changed the 
landscape of Britain. 

- Students should know the 
different roles children had 
in the Industrial Revolution 
and explain how far Child 
Labour is justifiable. 

- Students need to 
understand the different 
political movements taking 
place as a result of the 
Industrial Revolution.  

Industrial 
Revolution 
Luddites  
Chartists  
Swing Rioters 
Suffrage  
Child Labour 
Slavery 
Canal 
Turnpike 

British society - KS3 History - 
BBC Bitesize 
 
The Industrial Revolution - 
KS3 History - BBC Bitesize 

The British Empire and WW1: 
- Students need to know 

about why Britain wanted 
an empire focusing on 
India.  

- Students need to 
understand the origins of 
the First World War looking 
at the assassination of the 
Archduke to the long term 
causes of Militarism, 
Alliances, Imperialism and 
Nationalism 

 

Indian mutiny 
Trade 
Amritsar Massacre 
East Indian Trading 
Company  
Industrialisation 
Revolution 
Arms Race 
Empire 
Military 
Alliances 
Imperialism 
Nationalism 
Triple Alliance 
Triple Entente 
 

A summary of the British 
Empire - The British Empire 
through time - KS3 History 
Revision - BBC Bitesize 
 
World War One - KS3 History 
- BBC Bitesize 
 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zynp34j
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zynp34j
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zynp34j
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zqwdmp3
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zqwdmp3
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zm7qtfr
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zm7qtfr
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zf7fr82/revision/1
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zf7fr82/revision/1
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zf7fr82/revision/1
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zf7fr82/revision/1
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/z4crd2p
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/z4crd2p


Religious Education  

Year 8 Religious Education  

You will be questioned on the beliefs and practices from 
1) Hinduism 
2) Buddhism 
 
   
You could be asked questions on the following topics;  

Hindu Beliefs and practices  

• Origins of Hinduism 
• The trimurti  
• Karma, Samsara and Moksha  
• Pilgrimage 
• Festivals 
• Mandir 

 
Buddhist Beliefs and Practices 

• The life and times of Siddharta Gautama (Including the four sights)  
• The Noble Eightfold Pathway  
• The 3 poisons  
• The 4 noble truths  
• The 5 precepts  
• Nirvana 
• Wesak  

  

 



Art 

All students will be working on their final outcome for current projects in Art and Design. Preparatory 

research has already been set by their class teacher or has been completed. They will have 1 hour to work 

independently in lessons on their final piece, then a further hour to make improvements to their final 

grade the following week before it is submitted. No revision is required. 

 

ICT 

All students will be working on their current topics in ICT.  
They will have 1 hour to work independently in lessons on their final piece, then a further hour to make 
improvements to their final grade the following week before it is submitted. 
No revision is required.  
 

Design and Technology 
 

All students will be working on their final outcome for current projects in Art and Design. Preparatory 

research has already been set by their class teacher or has been completed. They will have 1 hour to work 

independently in lessons on their final piece, then a further hour to make improvements to their final 

grade the following week before it is submitted. No revision is required. 

 


