
Welcome to the Christmas edition of our newsletter! We have now come to the end of a long term
and the whole school community is looking forward to a well-earned rest. The prospect of
Christmas cheers everyone up and lifts our spirits, taking us away, for a brief period, from the cold,
dark and depressing weather of this season.

Since December, thanks to our displays of lovely Christmas decorations, the school has been
wonderfully festive but today the school looked extra wonderful, with staff and students dressed in
all sorts of delightful Christmas jumpers!
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Christmas has always been a magical time for me and to be at CHS this year with 5 year groups
has been extra special, particularly when I got to see the intense excitement on the students
faces during our Christmas lunch and end of term celebrations.

As the term draws to a close, it is with humility and gratitude that I look back on the term and
with barely restrained anticipation look forward to the holidays and next term!

I am sure that pupils, parents and carers would like to join me in thanking all the staff at CHS
for their tremendous hard work and commitment to the students and the school. Likewise, we
the staff and students would like to thank all parents and carers for all your support. Last but in
no way least, we want to thank our incredible students, you are our shining beacon of hope not
just for the school but also for the whole Chertsey community – thank you.

I pray for and wish everyone peace and happiness during this holiday season, may we all be
safe and healthy. Season’s Greetings to everyone! Enjoy the turkey, mince pies, the biscuits and
sweets and best of all the lights and carols!
See you in January 2022.

Kind regards,

Mrs Munnik
Headteacher



If you know of anyone that works in schools, they will tell you that the autumn term is always
the longest and hardest of the school year – short days and long, dark evenings are not for
everyone! 2021 has posed its challenges for staff and students. A lockdown at the start of the
year meant more disruption for the children and a return to teaching via Teams. I was glad
when September rolled around so that all the children could be back in school and get back
into normal routines and have face to face teaching. 

I have worked in a few different schools in my teaching career, and I can honestly say that
working at Chertsey High School is the best place to work at in the country. Since joining in
June, staff, students and parents have made me feel incredibly welcomed and supported. The
children at Chertsey High School are real credit – they display the core values that the school is
based on, all day, every day.

It has been a busy term, in October we had a quality of education review by the Bourne
Education Trust. It will come as no surprise that the education the children receive at Chertsey
High School is second to none. The review highlighted the quality of L&T and the engagement
of students. We saw students driving their own learning, working harder than the teacher and
being genuinely interested in what they were studying! On a normal week, I like to walk
around period 5 on a Friday to get a gauge on how good things are. With tired staff and tired
students, when the quality of L&T could be most vulnerable at this time. Time and time again
however, the professionalism and quality of the staff at the school shines through in the
delivery of excellent lessons and the deal delivered for the students.

As you know, one of core values at Chertsey High School is determination – everyone who
works or attends Chertsey High School has bought into that ethos. As I write this, the Year 11s
have just completed their mock exams. Despite two years of interrupted education, they have
approached their exams with gusto and determination; their conduct was impeccable
throughout. This term has also seen the introduction of period 6 for year 11 – an opportunity for
pupils to receive an extra hour to help them prepare for their exams in the summer. At
Chertsey High School, we are determined that all our year 11s will leave us in the summer with
a fantastic set of results.

This time of year marks the period of advent; a time to slow down, breathe in and prepare to
enjoy the company of our family and friends. Advent grants us permission to pause and
consider, to wait and wonder and to appreciate and love. It is a special time. May I take this
opportunity to wish each and everyone of you a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.

Dr. D Mercone
Assistant Headteacher.

AUTUMN TERM REFLECTION 
from Dr. Mercone



Let fresh air in if you meet indoors; meeting outdoors is safer.
Wear a face covering in crowded and enclosed spaces where you come into contact with
people you do not normally meet.
Get tested and self-isolate if required.
If you haven’t already done so, get vaccinated.

I would like to begin my reflection of my first full term at CHS by wishing you all well over the
Christmas holidays. It has been the most amazing introduction to life as part of the Senior
Leadership Team at CHS, and I cannot thank parents, carers, staff and students enough for
such a warm welcome. I wanted to begin by talking about the fantastic behaviour and
attitudes of all of our CHS students. Their exemplary behaviour is what allows our teachers to
ensure that all of our students get the best deal and make rapid progress in each subject area.
I am in the process of reviewing the behaviour policy and will be writing to you in the New Year
with some exciting updates. 

These past few months have been the most challenging of my career when it comes to my
new responsibility overseeing attendance at school. The Covid-19 pandemic has made it
difficult for school life to be ‘normal’, and is still impacting on us all on a daily basis. 

To ensure we keep ourselves, each other and our loved ones safe it is important to continue to
follow government guidelines which are outlined below: 

I would also like to take this opportunity to highlight the outstanding level of pastoral care
currently offered to students at CHS. This begins with the outstanding relationships between
form tutors and their tutees, along with their Heads of Year. We also have the Lighthouse
which is a safe space for students to book in meetings for additional support with the amazing
Mrs Howard, and our recent addition Mrs Lee. Mrs Lee is a trainee counsellor and has already
made a huge impact supporting our students with their mental health and well-being.
Chertsey High School is an amazing place to work and I am extremely lucky to be a part of the
purple family. 

Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!

Mr J Tyson
Assistant Headteacher
Designated Safeguarding Lead

AUTUMN TERM REFLECTION 
from Mr Tyson



Chertsey High School's reputation in the local
community has gone from strength to strength
since opening its doors in 2017. Our new starter
application numbers statistics are some of the
strongest in Runnymede - and with that, there is
a strong sense of CHS pride among the students,
parents and staff. We continue to seek out
opportunities to engage with the local
community - and plan for further development of
this as the year goes by. We started the year with
the European Bake-Off, which raised money for
our friends at White Lodge Centre in Chertsey.
We have met with Abbey Rangers Football Club
and have created a plan for not only our students
to get increased exposure to football coaching,
but for staff to play in their social team also. Our
Winter Fair took place on 27th November, and
was a roaring success. Students, parents and staff
united to create something really quite
spectacular - it is rare for secondary schools to do
this, yet it demonstrates our immersion into the
local community and our commitment to
improving the lives of our students. A massive
thank you to the CHSA for another hugely
successful event - what would we do without you!
Funds raised will be used to purchase items that
will further enhance the day to day lives of our
students. 

Mr C Howell
Assistant Headteacher
School Business Manager

AUTUMN TERM REFLECTION 
from Mr Howell



Wow! This term has completely flown by, it only feels like
yesterday we were welcoming our Year 7 cohort at the front gates
at the start of September. I’m sure you will join me in
congratulating this wonderful year group on an extremely
successful term.

During this term students have adapted to secondary school life
with great ease. The leap from primary school to secondary is a
daunting one, especially considering the last couple of years we
have all experienced, and I am extremely proud of the knowledge,
determination and love our year 7s have consistently displayed.
A special mention goes out Emily-Grace W, Nesher and Ella M
who are the well-deserved winners of the knowledge,
determination and love award respectively. Alice G who is the
well-deserved recipient of our Head of Year Award, and, the
illustrious Headteacher award has gone to Leo Bond, who has
impressed Mrs Munnik by always making the right choices, and
always with a smile on his face.

During this term, all students have taken part in the wonderful
extra-curricular clubs we offer. From travel club, science club,
various sports clubs and everything in between. Our talented
sports teams have secured various wins and displayed great
teamwork along the way, well done team!

Nothing would have been possible this term without the support
of our wonderful teams of year 7 tutors, who have thoroughly
enjoyed getting to know our year 7 students and building those
positive relationships. I’m sure you will agree, they are a fantastic
team and I am extremely lucky to work alongside them.

Finally, I would like to take this opportunity to thank you for all
your support this term. I hope you take the opportunity to rest and
reflect over the festive period and look forward to welcoming you
back in the new year. Wishing you, and your loved ones a very
happy Christmas and a successful new year.

Ms Phillips
Head of Year 7

YEAR 7 CHRISTMAS MESSAGE
from Ms Phill ips
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I’d like to say a huge well done to all of our students for successfully navigating term of year 8,
students have settled back into school life remarkably well. As students enter Year 8 I asked
them to be ambassadors of our school and to be students who our Year 7s can look up to and I
am extremely impressed with how year 8 took this in their stride. 

I want to thank the amazing Year 8 team for their support and determination this Year to
ensure every Year 8 student gets the best deal possible. I also cannot thank all parents and
guardians enough; your support is hugely appreciated. 

I have asked students to demonstrate GROWTH this year. Gratitude, resilience, ownership,
willingness, teamwork and hard work. All which lead to students social and emotional growth,
something which is crucial as students move through KS3. I have been overwhelmingly
impressed with how students have worked hard to develop these skills this term. 

Finally, I would like to take the opportunity to thank all parents and guardians of our Year 8
students; your continued support is truly appreciated. I hope everyone has a restful Christmas
and I look forward to welcoming students back in January.  

 
Kind regards,

Miss Gardner
Head of Year 8

YEAR 8 CHRISTMAS MESSAGE
from Miss Gardner



As we reach the end of our first term, I can’t help but look back with admiration at the
wonderful term our Year 9 students have had. They have demonstrated maturity, responsibility
and growth beyond anything I could have ever imagined for them and they have made all of
us at Chertsey High School extraordinarily proud.

This attitude and passion for learning is going to serve the Year 9 students well as we continue
along the path of Options choices. Our students have been lucky enough to have some
brilliant Options Assemblies and they have more coming their way. Next term, we will be
gearing up to the Options Evening, in which our Year 9 students can explore everything that is
offered to them, before we take the leap to finalise GCSE choices. Over the Christmas Holidays
is an ideal time to look through the GCSE Options Booklet which will be sent out to you for
students and parents to read through over the break.

Each term we take great delight in being able to celebrate the hard work and commitment
shown by our students with our subject nominations. I know that every Head of Department
struggles enormously with nominating just one student each term as we are lucky enough to
have such a wonderful year group who are excelling in their studies. A huge congratulations to
every student who was nominated- you are all shining!

This adventure would not have been possible without the incredible Year 9 Tutor team behind
our students. A huge thank you to Mr Jenkins, Ms Marquez, Miss Etson, Mr Cooper, Mrs Tack,
Ms Altaf, Miss Keep, Mrs Lisk, Miss Baker and Miss Norris for your unwavering dedication and
commitment to your tutees. An extra special thank you to Mr Jenkins for his work as Assistant
Head of Year 9, and thank you to Miss Keegan, the Senior Leader responsible for the year
group. We are blessed to have such a special team working with this wonderful year group.

All of the hard work this term has been gearing itself towards the well-deserved Christmas
break. Whether you follow a faith or not, Christmas is a wonderful opportunity to look over the
year and at everything we have achieved, and to consider what the following year has in store
for us. I hope that you are all able to spend sometime together and enjoy the festivities
wholeheartedly.

We look forward to seeing everyone back in school on the 4th January, but in the meantime,
Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!

Kind regards,

Miss Sheen
Head of Year 9

YEAR 9 CHRISTMAS MESSAGE
from Miss Sheen
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What an amazing first term and what a start to KS4. It has been a
long term however the Year 10 students have shown true
resilience and are absolutely striving towards believing in
themselves and succeeding.

At the end of this term, we can reflect on all the monumental hard
work that the Year 10 students are putting into every single
subject and how much they have matured and grown since Year
9. I want to say a huge congratulations to Macxara Taylor for
winning the Headteacher Award for always smiling and doing the
right thing even though no one else is watching and Diya Karena
for winning the Head of Year award for consistently always doing
the right thing and truly embracing our motto of Believe and
Succeed.

Our motto this year for Year 10 is Believe and Succeed and this is
something that we have been focusing on in a variety of ways. We
have weekly nominations in which staff will nominate students for
their amazing hard work and we have recently introduced
appreciations where students and staff in our Year 10 assembly
will say someone or something they are appreciative of.

I want to say a huge thank you to the Year 10 team: Mr Solaz, Mr
Knapton, Miss Bucknall, Mr Noakes, Mr Fullick and Mr Cooke and
all staff who have supported with Garrett Anderson. The team
work incredibly hard to support every single one of our Year 10
students and I know they have loved continuing to develop those
amazing relationships.

Finally, I would like to take the opportunity to thank all parents
and guardians of our Year 10 students; your continued support is
truly appreciated. I wish every one of you a blessed Christmas and
I hope the students take the time to rest and refresh before a new
term ahead. Stay safe and I look forward to seeing you again in
January.
 

Kind regards,

Miss Wheeler
Head of Year 10

Attendance

Target
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We are very excited to share
with you our 2021/2022 CHS

Christmas Video.

https://en-gb.facebook.com/ChertseyHighSchool
https://twitter.com/ChertseyHigh?ref_src=twsrc%5Egoogle%7Ctwcamp%5Eserp%7Ctwgr%5Eauthor
https://www.instagram.com/chs_offical/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=phppDJuQU_0
https://youtu.be/Gb8ekHuO9SY
https://youtu.be/Gb8ekHuO9SY
https://youtu.be/Gb8ekHuO9SY
https://youtu.be/Gb8ekHuO9SY
https://youtu.be/Gb8ekHuO9SY
https://en-gb.facebook.com/ChertseyHighSchool


As we near the end of the term, we can reflect on our achievements in Year 11 during the
Autumn Term. I would like to take this opportunity to congratulate our Year 11 students on a
fantastic term. Some of the challenges our Year 11 students have faced are Post 16 Applications,
GCSE Mocks and the launch of our Period 6. Not only was this exciting and new, but also
different than expected after being the first-year group in the school and now becoming the
first Year 11 cohort. It has been amazing to secure our Year 11 Prom for Summer 2022 for Year 11
students to look forward to a celebration after a big year. It has been a pleasure to see Year 11
flourish as leaders of our school whilst dealing with the added pressure of their GCSEs.

I would like to say a massive congratulations to all the students receiving some of end of term
awards. Alongside our “control the controllables”, we also launched our Daily Stars where lots
of Year 11 students got nominated weekly. We also launched our CHS Appreciations where
students have been offering ‘appreciations’ in assembly. We believe that although a small act,
it can change the perception of the world, so students can see the goodness around you. To
express gratitude is to give something to someone and helps others. Therefore, I do believe
that gratitude should be seen as a school that focuses on love. I believe it has highlighted our
students’ integrity and it has been great to see.

This term saw the launch of our Year 11 Prefects. I would like to commend our Year 11 Prefects
for their leadership, commitment and focus during this term in lessons and around school. Our
Year 11 Prefects have been helping with Open Events, Assemblies and Duties around the
school. After Christmas , we will be focusing on Projects such as the environment, wellbeing
and CHS school legacy, which are areas that the Prefects have chosen.

This year would have not been possible without the work of our amazing tutors. Mr Corry, Mrs
Bamford, Mrs Bamford, Miss Rehimi and Mrs Kilby who have all worked tirelessly this term to
ensure your child’s first term of Year 11 is as productive and positive as possible. From ensuring
students were prepared for their Mocks to supporting them in their Post 16 Applications. They
are an amazing tutor team who know their students incredibly well and I know they have
loved seeing our students develop. A special thanks to our Assistant Head of Year, Miss Rehimi,
who has been leading on our Reward and Lates system. A big thanks also goes to Mr Corry, as
our Careers Lead, for facilitating opportunities for students to feel prepared to take on next
year, from College Assemblies to Interview Help. The students have been so lucky to have Mr
Corry supporting them in these next steps.

YEAR 11 CHRISTMAS MESSAGE
from Mrs Daly



I would like to thank all Year 11 parents for being so supportive this term. I can only imagine the
stress and anxiety given the pressure of Year 11, but it has been a real pleasure working with all
of you to create the best opportunities for your child. Thank you for your determination and
resilience over the past term, it has been hugely appreciated. As we move into next term, we
are expecting Year 11 students to take more responsibility - whether that is for their homework,
conversations with staff, punctuality, or detentions so that they are fully prepared both
academically and emotionally for their Summer term in 2022.

As this term draws to a close and we approach the holiday period, I would like to wish each
and every family a wonderful Christmas. I am sure it will be a time of joy, celebration, and hope
for an equally exciting and blessed New Year to come.

Kind regards,

Mrs Daly
Head of Year 11



ENGLISH
by Mrs Browne

As ever, when writing a report for the newsletter, it is hard to believe how the English
Department, and the students, have managed to achieve so much in what feels like such a
short space of time. 

We proudly welcomed our new, enthusiastic Year 7 cohort in September who were quickly
introduced to the famous Chertsey High School challenge which saw them embark on their
first KS3 study of William Shakespeare. They were introduced to a variety of plays, plots, key
themes and famous extracts. They were also introduced to key reading skills of annotation and
language analysis. 

From there, Year 7 began to build upon their writing skills in Autumn Term 2. This half term
they have been reading a range of autobiographical texts, further developing their language
analysis and were introduced to comparison and summary skills. In this half term, we have
sought to challenge the students by using a combination of both 19th Century texts and
modern texts as a springboard for their own writing. Students have been taking inspiration
from the texts they have studied and utilised a variety of persuasive and descriptive techniques
to create their own autobiographical masterpieces! 

Having survived a fairly unconventional start to secondary school the year before, our Year 8s
began this academic year by being reintroduced to a familiar playwright. The study of
Shakespeare’s Heroes and Villains is a particular favourite among both staff and students,
building on from learning in Year 7; students had the opportunity to meet characters not
usually explored at KS3 and add depth to their understanding of the Shakespearian contexts. 

Year 8 have also had the opportunity to build on their writing skills this half term, in their study
of Mystery and Adventure writing. They have explored the conventions of this popular genre
and used their understanding to create their own pieces that engage their readers. 

During the Year 9 academic year, students are further pushed and prepared for life beyond
KS3. In their first half term, students were introduced to a range of challenging poets, chosen
to equip students with the skills they need to approach an unseen poem. This Love and
Relationships Scheme is well loved by the English department as it gives students an
opportunity to discuss and share ideas in a thoughtful, creative and analytical way. 

This half term, students have been introduced to some examples of famous dystopian texts. It
has been a pleasure to walk into a range of Year 9 classrooms this half term and see some of
the exceptional work being created. Students have demonstrated their ability to follow the
conventions of the genre and use knowledge gained across KS3 of a variety of language
techniques. 

Huge congratulations to our three House Competition winners! Inspired by National Poetry
Day, we invited students to write a poem about something that inspires or empowers them.



Our winning poem written by Ema S (Y9) titled, 'When The Sun Shines' won 50 HP for Garret
Anderson with Bradley H (Y9) and Sophie K (Y7) winning 25 HP each for their poems which
were awarded second and third place respectively. Thank you to all students for taking part. 

The highlight for the English department this term has been our Year 10 and Year 11 students.
Year 10 students embarked on their GCSE study of Priestley’s, An Inspector Calls English
Language Paper 1. Their enthusiasm for learning and hunger to achieve has been inspiring. We
can’t wait to furnish their GCSE skills further when they return in January. 

We cannot praise our KS4 students without congratulating Year 11 on their completion of their
November Mock Examinations. A gruelling process, but one that will be invaluable to their
preparation for their final GCSE exams. Students in Year 11 started the year with the study of
their final Literature component, Charles Dickens’s, A Christmas Carol. Walking the corridors
and hearing the characterisation of some of Dickens’s most famous creations from both
students and teachers has been a highlight of my career to date. I am so proud of our Year 11s
and how they dedicate themselves to every single lesson. As a department, I am sure I can
speak on behalf of us all, when I say thank you for making our lessons with you such a joy to
teach and prepare for. 

Over the course of this half term, we have proudly welcomed two new members to our
department: Miss Jackson, who will be taking over as Head of Department and Mr Onwubuya.
We are thrilled to have them both and are already so thankful for the experience and
enthusiasm they have bought to the team. 

This time of year in the academic calendar is always a favourite of mine; however, the end of
this half term is tinged with both excitement and sadness as I say goodbye for my maternity
leave. I can’t believe that I will not be able to see our amazing Year 11s sit their final GCSE exams
but hopefully Mrs Munnik will let me come and visit to wish them luck on the day! I know that
under Miss Jackson, the department will continue to develop our students as thoughtful,
confident and tolerant young people and continue to share with them their love of the English
Language and its Literature. 

 
I would like to again thank you all as parents for the support you have given us over the
Autumn Term. We could not do our jobs without the support that you offer us at home, but I
am sure you will join me as I thank Miss Jackson, Miss Bucknall, Miss Owen, Miss Keep, Miss
Keagan, Ms Braizer, Miss Phillips, Mr Cooper, Mr Noakes, Mr Onwubuya and Mr Solaz for their
unwavering enthusiasm and dedication over the past term. 

Wishing you and your families a very happy Christmas and New Year. 
 
 
 

“It was always said of him, that he knew how to keep Christmas well, if any 
man alive possessed the knowledge. May that be truly said of us, and all of us! And so, 

as Tiny Tim observed, God Bless Us, Every One!”
 

Charles Dickens – A Christmas Carol



SCIENCE 

What an incredible term this has been.

With COVID guidelines the most relaxed they have been in a long time, our brand new Year 7
classes have come in strong, cutting their teeth on “working scientifically” and how to design
investigations from scratch. I am continually impressed by the work that they have been
producing in the pursuit of working as a real scientist. The year 7s have been building on this
work by learning about the fundamentals of biology, chemistry, and physics this term as they
look towards all the great scientific discoveries that are to come.

Our Year 8 students have thrown themselves into science this year, developing their work as a
scientist in a capacity that we could not do last year. They have also been delving deeper into
more fascinating and in-depth topics including the chance to gaze into life as a doctor in diet
and nutrition, developing simple rules for complex concepts in atoms and bonding, and
comprehending the invisible world behind magnetism and force fields.

With one cycle of our curriculum complete, our year 9s have been returning to once familiar
content with an increased depth and challenge that paves the way to more and more
advanced science. Our students have risen to the challenge posed by this new level of
scientific detail with great aplomb. Whether it is separating mixtures, studying the structure of
the tiniest living things, or determining energy changes in numerous situations, our year 9s are
applying themselves well.

Our GCSE classes are hard at work. Year 10 have split into their first two disciplines of science,
and have been working incredibly hard to conquer biology, chemistry, and physics in a fully
GCSE classroom. And finally, year 11. Our oldest students are on the cusp of covering their final
portion of new content, and with the first round of mocks out of the way they have feedback is
beginning and the path to the summer is being paved.

Merry Christmas to all, and a happy new year from Team Science.

by Mr Bamford



MATHS
by Mr Worrall-Thompson

The start of this academic year was truly a
momentous occasion. Within Maths it meant
Year 7 starting an exciting new journey at
Secondary School engaging with exciting
new Maths challenges and opportunities. It
meant Year 8 and Year 9 getting back to a
normal school experience, ensuring that they
were fully supported to secure the
knowledge and understanding gained over
lockdown. It meant Year 10 being able to
begin their GCSE course and demonstrate
the learning they have gained over Key Stage
3. It meant Year 11 going into their final year
of school and tackling the journey to their
exams. 

I have been thoroughly impressed by all our
students in Maths. Students have embraced
every opportunity to get back to normal.
Students are demonstrating our school
values of Knowledge, Determination and
Love and it is a pleasure to see happy,
engaged students working alongside my
fantastic Maths team to further their learning
and progress.

Year 7 have had a brilliant start in Maths,
applying their primary knowledge to number
skills and being introduced to Algebra for the
first time. Applying similar skills from their
number work to algebra has really helped
students understand more general concepts. 

Year 8 continued their brilliant start to
Chertsey High School in Year 7 and have
been mastering their use of a calculator and
have been introduced to the next steps in
Algebra this half term.

Year 9 have begun this academic year with a
real purpose to want to succeed and
progress well. Students attitude to learning
across the year group has been very high and
they have set a high bar to what they want to
achieve over this academic year. This has
been demonstrated by the range of
challenges that we have thrown at them to
test their fundamental skills.

Year 10 have reviewed their Year 9 content
from lockdown, Area & Volume and
Constructions & Transformations. They have
developed a lot of new skills and also been
exposed to more GCSE exam questions and
techniques.

Year 11 have started their final GCSE year
looking at Proportion, Trigonometry and
Statistics. They have been working
tremendously hard on preparing for their
Mock Examinations, which we hope has
demonstrated the excellent effort they have
been putting in.



Other Highlights of the Autumn Term
Speed Multiplication House Competition
Students across the school competed to see
who was the fastest, and most accurate, with
our annual multiplication competition.

Mathswatch – Homework Platform
Excellent Independent Engagement on
Mathswatch, with the following Statistics.

Open Evening
Our subject ambassadors supported a
successful Open Evening. We showed off our
amazing facilities and excellent range of
resources & activities students we use.

 
 
 
 

Literacy in Mathematics
We have started to introduce students into
key historical figures in Maths. We have
introduced this through literacy activities for
homework. Year 9 researched a
mathematician called ‘Cardano’ and
generated some fantastic answers and gain
an insight into this important historical
figure.

Get students to help plan the Christmas
Dinner. Get them to cost out, schedule
the timings of the day. This gives you
some idea of what you can do
Watch a Maths Movie. 
Watch the excellent Christmas Lectures. 
Or if you want to do some Maths, try the
excellent 5 a day resource from Corbett
Maths

 
UKMT Maths Challenge

We have had over 60 students engage in the
new UKMT Maths Challenge club. The club
encourages mathematical reasoning,
precision of thought, and fluency in using
basic mathematical techniques to solve
interesting problems. This will help students
prepare for the Challenge in the New Year. 

Junior Maths Challenge
27th April for Year 7/8 students.
Intermediate Maths Challenge 

2nd February for Year 9/10

I am hoping we see excellent outcomes from
these challenges! I am really looking forward
to a strong Spring Term in the Maths
department but in the meantime I wish you
all a wonderful Christmas break. If you would
like to do any Maths over the weekend, I
really recommend my Top activities below for
the whole of the family.

Mr Worrall-Thompson’s Top Maths Activities
for the Christmas Break:

1.

2.
3.
4.

https://mathsticks.com/my/2015/11/christmas-party-planning/
https://www.imdb.com/list/ls066900187/
https://www.imdb.com/list/ls066900187/
https://www.rigb.org/christmas-lectures
https://corbettmaths.com/5-a-day/gcse/


MFL
by Mrs Davis

MFL

It has not been an easy year for our students, but the
resilience and dedication students have put towards their
language learning has been incredibly impressive. These
last two weeks in particular have definitely proven a
challenge to all with a variety of assessments, and the MFL
department are proud of our students!

Year 7 – Learning a language was something new for many
of our year 7 students, but they have all achieved great
things and they should all be very proud of their efforts.
Anyone who has had the experience of learning a foreign
language will agree that it is a real challenge, but year 7
have shown great determination in taking on this amazing
feat! During the autumn term, they have learnt how to
introduce themselves in the target language and give
opinions about what they like and dislike. Please
encourage them to practise this with you, you will be super
impressed!

Year 8 – Many year 8 students started the year worried
about not remembering anything they did last year, which
is completely natural and understandable. However, the
MFL teachers all say, with total confidence, that they are
smashing it again this year! They are making great
progress on identifying different tenses and they are
starting to feel more confident using more complex
vocabulary and producing longer sentences in the target
language. They have also enjoyed the cultural side of the
lessons, learning all about Paris, Spanish geography, and
cultural traditions.

Year 9 – Year 9 have started to look at careers and become
aware of the opportunities that languages might bring to
their future. In French, they have been looking at healthy
lifestyles. In Spanish, they have been studying about daily
routines and different jobs. They are learning new tenses
and mastering the use of past, present and future
together. Furthermore, they are feeling more confident
extending their sentences and making them more
complex which will definitely help them next year. We are
100% sure that they are going to excel this year, keep up
the great work!

by Miss Seaton



Year 10 – In year 10, we have started to tackle more
challenging tasks, using much more ambitious vocabulary
and grammatical structures. These are the 3 key elements
for a successful GCSE in languages: right attitude,
resilience and perseverance. And they have all three, so Ms
Gardner, Ms Molina, Mr Howell, Ms Kelly and I are feeling
confident that they have got this!

Year 11- Well done to our Year 11 students who sat their
French/Spanish mocks – it has been amazing seeing the
students’ hard work. In Spanish, we have been studying
about customs and culture, as well as the world of work. In
French, we have been studying education, particularly
looking at the differences in school systems, and looking at
life after education. Although we know there is plenty of
revision and work to be done over the holidays, please
remember to have a well-deserved break. You could watch
your favourite movie/series in either French or Spanish!

All years participated in the European Day of Languages
Bake off – raising money for the White Lodge. We had so
many incredible entries, and all those that entered also
volunteered their time to sell the cakes. A massive well
done to all of you! I am sure you’ll be impressed with the
winner – a cake based on the Italian language and culture!
In MFL club, we have been learning and teaching each
other languages – ranging from French and Spanish to
German, Mandarin, Lithuanian and Greek. It has been
lovely seeing the students’ enthusiasm for languages and
we cannot wait to continue in the new year!

From the MFL department, we wish you a restful
Christmas holiday. See you in January for a great start to
the new year! 

 
¡Feliz Navidad!   Joyeux Noël!Merry Christmas!



A Christmas message from the History Department.

This term we have welcomed our Year 7 classes into learning firstly about “What is History”.
What has been so interesting is engaging with these wonderful young people who have so
actively and enthusiastically engaged with every aspect of our teaching. A highlight was
watching the students being utterly enthralled with what happened to the Tollund Man. We
have started our chronological walk through History commencing with 1066. Students have
learned with confidence and shown curiosity about how and why William was able to take the
English throne in 1066.

Our Year 8 students have spent much of the first half term engaged in the topic of the Stuart
period in history looking firstly at the personality of James I. The Gunpowder Plot has
fascinated the students particularly when looking at the idea that in their time the plotters
were very much regarded as “terrorists”. Equally the idea that the plotters may have been
framed involves the students examining a range of sources to assess the validity of this idea.
Students have looked at topics such as the Pilgrim Fathers, so important in learning about the
development of America. They have also analysed the power balance between Parliament and
the Monarch leading up towards the outbreak of Civil War and the subsequent
commencement of the Protectorate.

Year 9 students have been thoughtfully engaged and stimulated by firstly examining Britain’s
position in the world at the start of the Twentieth Century and how this links in with the lead
up to World War I. Our students rose to the challenge of analysing the causes of World War I
with maturity and great skill. This week we have been looking at the impact of war on the
Home Front which allows students to consider the broader aspects of learning such as
citizenship. Additionally the subject of DORA helps students understand that at times of crisis
how government takes greater control over differing aspects of our lives linking in with the
events of this year.

Our Year 10 students have worked so incredibly hard on their first module of learning focused
on the American West. We have been learning about the those who settled during this time
on the Great Plains and with it the concept also of Manifest Destiny. We have been able to link
this and understand more effectively the concept and cost of ‘American progress’ that enabled
America to become a leading power today.

On 6th and 7th December we had our visit from the Frontline History team which was met
with enthusiasm and enjoyment by all students involved. Our visitors, who had featured in
films like 1917 and the Sainsbury’s Christmas advert, blew the students away with their
specialist knowledge which has really enhanced there learning and Year 10 medical
knowledge which will help them greatly in their study of the Western Front this summer.
Please see below our own CHS Tommie Freddy Bachmann embrace his new role as an army
volunteer!

HISTORY
by Mrs Bamford



Finally, Year 11 students have worked extremely well this term and combatted the challenges
of changing course and mock examinations with great maturity. Students have really enjoyed
their new topic locking at the creation of the Weimar Republic out of the ruins of WW1. We
have more recently analysing primary sources to study the growth of the Nazi Party and the
impact of the Great Depression on the German people by 1930 and hope to complete this
course content in the January of 2022.

Through our students hard work and determination we have made a wonderful start to this
academic year. My good wishes to you all and I hope that you have a restful and joyful
Christmas and New Year.



Through studying Geography this term students have been deepening their knowledge and
understanding of our Earth. Students have learnt how to identify places, but also been able to
describe and explain natural processes as well as assess the impacts of humans with specific
examples in our world. Alongside this, we had our new Year 7 students discovering how
diverse geography is, Year 8 students exploring the world by studying different countries, Year
9 students analysing how hazardous our Earth is to live on, Year 10 students starting their
exciting GCSE journey and Year 11 students making geographical decisions as they learn about
their final component in their GCSE course. I have been fascinated how students have been so
enthusiastic and have which they have all managed to relate these experiences to Geography
and truly understand how relevant the subject is to the world we live in. Thank you for the
amazing effort from the students this term - Mrs Munnik, Miss Gardner, Miss Norris and I have
thoroughly enjoyed this term!

What have we been doing in Geography?
Students in Year 7 have been studying Ecosystems, where they have looked at a geographic
area with a variety of plants, animals, and other organisms, as well as weather and landscapes.
They have looked at locations, characteristics, animal adaptations and threats for each
ecosystem (tropical rainforest, deserts and arctic tundra). From Ecosystems, students moved
onto studying Population, where they learnt about why our population is changing and the
consequences. Students got to take part in the Population Game where they worked in
country teams to work out what factors can impact population change. Students were
fascinated about how medical care can impact development and discovered how topical
geography is with the global pandemic. They developed great curiosity and enjoyed learning
about human geography and the world we live in.

In Year 8 Geography classes, students have been studying Countries, Continents and Culture.
Students have been practicing their locational knowledge and developing curiosity about the
cultures of China, Japan and India. Students also got the opportunity to be innovative and
design their own country using what they had learnt – they excelled in creativity! It was great
to see when checking students understanding, they could greet you in a different language or
manner! Students then moved on to study the topical and highly significant topic of glaciers.
Using inspiration from films such as “Ice Age” and “Frozen”, and the animations of “Plucking”
and “Abrasion” (which students found very amusing!) they have learnt about the glacial
processes that shape the land we live in and why these are so important.

GEOGRAPHY
by Mrs Daly



Year 10 Geography classes have made a fantastic start to their GCSE course. We have
thoroughly enjoyed analysing why our Earth changes and how humans impact the world we
live in. Students started by learning about Development Dynamics; looking at the different
economic, social and political measures that can be used to assess how developed a county is.
Students had the opportunity to analyse demographic data, consider factors that resulted in
global inequality and possible theories that could be applied. Students then investigated on
how India excelled in recent decades to become an advanced country. Year 10 students then
looked at Hazardous Earth and analysed the causes and effects. They also then explored how
humans have an increasing impact on shaping the Earth and its climate, making it an
increasingly hazardous place to live.

Year 11 Geography have had a fantastic term as they started their final component for GCSE
Geography. Students have been developing their knowledge and understanding of processes
and interactions between people and environment and investigate related issues at a variety
of scales. Year 11 investigated how people and our biomes link, looked at how forests are under
threat and explored how consuming energy resources is a problem. This component prepares
students to be excellent geographers as well as good citizens for the world that we live in.

Well done to all students, it has been a delight and I think students have left this term thinking
“everything has to do with Geography!” and a new love for the CHS inflatable globe. I do hope
that you have a wonderful time over the festive season.

Merry Christmas from the Geography Department!



RELIGIOUS STUDIES
by Mr Smith

Being new to the school, I didn’t know what to expect but my goodness did you all exceed
those expectations. So far this term, both the KS3 and KS4 students have shown their
enthusiasm and passion for learning with the topics we have been studying. The work that
each student has been putting in has been absolutely incredible.

Year 7 have been learning about the beliefs and practices in Christianity. The students were
able to meld both their existing knowledge with new information to really deepen their
understanding of key beliefs in Christianity. I especially loved seeing how excited my students
got when talking about the story of Adam and Eve in the Garden of Eden and comparing it
across different faiths and cultures. I especially want to give a big shout out to Henry Williams in
7C RS for his constant hard work and commitment to the subject and his learning. Well done!

In year 8, we have been looking at Hinduism. There has been so much conversation about the
beliefs in the faith and some parallels that could be drawn between the religions. It has been so
nice to see a lot of students not only being extremely interested in the faith, but also taking a
step back and understanding how to show true respect when discussing cultures that aren’t
the same as their own. For year 8, the shout out goes to Charlie Archer. Your hard work and
determination have not gone unnoticed. Way to go Charlie!

Year 9 have been stepping into the realms of Philosophy and Ethics. Learning about different
theories about morality and learning about how the world has been created, the students have
really been able to show much they have matured throughout their years at Chertsey High
School and have incredibly well-structured discussions about these topics and their beliefs. I
have really enjoyed hearing about different student’s beliefs about Creation and how they
compare to Christianity. For year 9, a big well done has to go to the whole year group as they
have really embraced each topic but my shout out must go to Emily Struthers. You have some
incredible questions, as well as some really great answers. Keep it up Emily!

Year 10 have started the GCSE course with a BANG and have really gotten stuck in. It is great to
see how much you can draw on your prior knowledge of the topics as well as how everything
starts to click together in the lessons. Not only that, but you really are an extremely down to
earth bunch of students who are going from strength to strength in my eyes. I want to give a
massive shout out to Mia Butacci for her confidence boost. You really are flourishing in the
lesson.

Finally, we have year 11. I know you were worried about me coming in and taking over in your
last year, especially as Mr Hicks was a great set of boots to fill, but all I can say is that his loss is
my gain. The way you have tackled this year and welcomed me into your class has really made
this so easy and you can see it in how you work in lessons. I know that with your determination,
we will absolutely smash it this year! My shout out has to go to Nev Malton. Your relentless
questioning and answers in lesson really show me how much you care and how well you want
to do! Well done! I hope you have an absolutely incredible Christmas holidays and come back in
the new year rested and ready to hit the ground running!



PERFORMING ARTS
by Mr Hayter

Well, what's a busy term this has been! In Performing Arts, students have been working
determinedly preparing for their respective dance, drama and music performances both
within the school curriculum and in our array of extracurricular clubs. Across KS3 Performing
Arts, we are keen to develop procedural knowledge, that is understanding how to perform and
play successfully, alongside declarative knowledge, facts that can be stated. It is also important
that we give students the opportunity to ‘live’ through these experiences to develop an
understanding of how performance feels to develop confidence, social skills and a creative
mindset.

In Year 7 Drama, students introduced themselves to a range of physical and vocal skills in the
first half term and have further developed these incorporating dramatic tension as they have
explored a fictional haunted house, Darkwood Manor. In Year 8 drama, students have been
introduced to practitioners as we continue to develop our challenging key stage 3 curriculum.
In the first half term, Year 8s explored Lord Tennyson’s poem The Lady of Shalott, using
Complicité’s ensemble method of acting to interpret the work. This half term, The Curious
Incident of The Dog In The Night-Time has been studied, incorporating contemporary physical
theatre and performing in the style of Frantic Assembly. Their physical methods include using
safelifting which went down a storm! In Year 9, Stanislavski’s method of acting was used to
produce a naturalistic devised performance of the story of Private Sidney Lewis, exploring the
role of young people during World War One, the roles of women, families and the long lasting
impact this war had on British society. This half term, Bertolt Brecht’s Epic Theatre has been
used to explore the morals behind common fairy tales, and to portray a political point.

KS3:
In Year 7 music, students have been singing since September, firstly
finding their voice and exploring the possibilities it brings including
vocalisation and fully percussion. After half term, students have been
preparing for the Carol service in which each class learns a different
piece of music and performs with the rest of the extracurricular
ensembles. In Year 8 music, students have performed on the ukulele,
learning a range of chords and strumming patterns culminating in a
performance of Bruno Mars’ Count on Me. This half term, students
have been exploring the work of Bob Marley and fellow reggae
musicians whilst learning to play Three Little Birds and composing
their own lyrics to a reggae-inspired protest song. In Year 9 music,
students have explored popular music and ways of learning band
instruments in a popular style including learning by ear and through
chord diagrams. This half term, students explores the 1990s genre of
Britpop, learning about the Battle of Britpop and learning to play
Wonderwall by Oasis.



KS4:
In Year 10 Music, Students have been introduced to the course and have built on their learning
in Key Stage 3 to analyse J. S. Bach’s Badinerie, exploring the interrelated elements of music
and how they were used in the Baroque era. next, students continued to explore the elements
of music, looking at a more contemporary style of soft rock and African fusion as they explore
similarities between J. S. Bach’s Badinerie and Toto’s Africa. alongside their listening and
appraising skills, Year 10s have started their free compositions and have had the opportunity to
perform to their classmates in a class concert. In Year 11 Music, The spiral curriculum scene in
year 10 was repeated, however in great depth including harmonic analysis and a greater
reliance on analysing unfamiliar music.

In Year 10 Drama, students began devising short pieces of theatre and explores the
interrelated elements of live performance including set and costume design, lighting and
staging. They have begun to explore Willy Russell’s Blood Brothers, developing an
understanding of the characters design and technical elements of this classic musical work.
Year 11s have spent a short period of time reflecting on their devised performances that
occurred at the end of year 10, before moving quickly onto their scripted performances. This
performance was performed on the penultimate day of term to their peers and classroom
teachers and constituted 20% of their final GCSE grade. These students dedicated an
enormous amount of time and effort to their group performances, staying after school
regularly until 5:00 PM, always with a smile and always determined to do their best.

Extra-Curricular
This term, as always, sees us preparing for the Christmas Carol service and this year is no
different. After having to cancel last year, we are delighted to be able to rehearse our
ensembles, choirs and clubs and have achieved a fantastic turnout to each of these. Our 60
strong choir have been learning and rehearsing challenging repertoire from a broad range of
styles and composers with Mr Hayter, with BSL choir learning and supporting their own
repertoire. This year sees us starting the CHS orchestra for the first time, directed by Miss
Wheeler and Dance club continues to go from strength to strength under the direction of Miss
Etson. This year sees Mr Knapton running our production club in which students work using
cloud-based music software to mix existing pieces of music. Students in drama have the
opportunity to see Blood Brothers at the theatre in Woking, although due to unforeseen
circumstances the performance was postponed. We have every intention of going to see
another performance at a later date. The Senior Choir also had the opportunity to perform at
the CHSA Winter Fair and at Open Evening, wowing the crowds with their performances of
Christmas carols and Hallelujah respectively. 



DESIGN AND TECHNOLOGY 
by Miss Sheen

We have loved being able to have everyone
back in our workshops and enjoying the
brilliant facilities which we can offer to our
students! They have all been working
exceptionally hard to achieve some wonderful
outcomes and they have had some of our
superb new teachers leading the way in some
of the subject areas.

Miss Rolfe has been inspiring students in Food
Technology, with students being able to cook a
range of fantastic feasts and cover a wide range
of food theory. Our Year 10 Food Preparation
and Nutrition students have hit the ground
running and Year 11 have started strong with
beginning their coursework. A huge well done
to Jody G in Year 7, Daniel W in Year 8, Ruby-
May G in Year 9, Ben A in Year 10 and Hope M in
Year 11 for their nominations to receive the
Food award.

Miss Jones and Mr Dubery have been leading in
Graphics, giving all of our students a brilliant
experience and understanding of the
fundamental areas of Graphic Design.
Congratulations to Lottie S in Year 7, Sienna A
in Year 8 and Freddie G in Year 9 for their
nominations in Graphics.

Mr Fullick has been working in Product Design,
delivering some exciting projects to students
and inspiring their creative minds. Year 10 3D
Design students have been working so hard
and Year 11 students have been powering
through, creating some wonderful work. Great
work to our subject nominees Charlie C in Year
7, Lexie F in Year 8, Flynn P in Year 9, Lucianna
G in Year 10 and Ben L in Year 11.



The Textiles Department has had Miss Sheen leading
Year 7 - Year 10 and Miss Jones taking over the reigns
from Mrs Goulborn for Year 11. The Year 11’s are so lucky
to have had the experience of two subject specialists
and, along with all other year groups, have produced
some superb outcomes. We are so proud of our
nominees Krystal T in Year 7, Poppy Y in Year 8, Eunice
J in Year 9, Alexis B in Year 10 and Becca L in Year 11.

This term we have also launched our subject
competitions, with our Textile Design competition
being the first one. We received so many brilliant
entries, we have been overwhelmed with the talent
demonstrated by our students. We will be running
D&T competitions throughout the year, so please keep
your eyes peeled for the next one.

Finally, thank you to all of our students and parents for
supporting the department with all of our creative
visions. The subject wouldn’t be as successful as it is
without your support. We wish you all a Merry
Christmas, and a restful holiday.



ART
by Miss Baker

‘Creativity takes courage’ wise words from Henri Mattisse.

Art is not about how well you can draw, it is about trying even when you are unsure. Taking
that step, making that mark when faced with a blank sheet of paper, not letting the fear of
failure overwhelm you, because in art there are no failures. It is my privilege as the Art Lead at
Chertsey High School to take them on this journey, to teach and encourage them to pick up
that pencil or brush and to not be afraid to express themselves.

Our students have loved being back in the classroom this year and have been making
wonderful progress.

Year 7 have been learning how to develop their drawing skills by looking at natural forms. They
are thinking about how to look when they are drawing and to draw what they see not what
they think they see. We have looked at tone, form, composition and are just beginning to learn
about colour. They created some amazing art work including some truly wonderful expressive
shells using graphite sticks and white pencil and have done some fantastic fruit and vegetable
drawings for homework. Next term we will be taking our colour theory further and starting to
look at the way different artists work.

Years 8 and 9 have been revisiting their drawing skills and embedding their knowledge. Year 8
have been looking at building blocks studying the relationships between objects in a
composition. We looked at the gridding techniques to help us enlarge images and get
accurate proportions when we are drawing. They have developed their colour theory
knowledge and experimented with complimentary colours this has resulted in wonderful
colour pencil still life studies. Next term we will be looking at portraiture.



Year 9 are studying architecture and we have been exploring perspective in art and creating
some amazing detailed studies. We are currently using all that knowledge to create some one
point perspective expressive ink studies. We have started to do some contextual research on
the artist Piranesi and his ‘Carceri’ etchings. Next term we will be looking at classical
architecture further and developing our Piranesi research.

Miss Jones has been working with the Year 10s on their Natural Forms GCSE coursework. We
have started them off learning different practices, embedding and building on their prior
knowledge. They have done some fantastic expressive sunflowers in various medias and they
have created some truly inspiring pieces of art as they find their creative voices. They will
continue to learn new skills new term as they begin to step forward on their own individual
paths looking at different artists and finding out what inspires them. 

I have had the absolute pleasure of taking on the Year 11 Art class after half term. We are
currently spending some time refining their Natural forms projects and completing their final
pieces that they have been working towards. They really do astound me with their creativity
and resilience. They are just starting to look at Human Form for their next project and they
have been experimenting with different media and making clay casts of their hands and
creating some large expressive drawings of moving figures. Next term we will be studying life
drawing and we will be getting a couple of models in to help us look at the way that the body
moves. We have exciting times ahead.



KS3 7 & 8’s Art Club has been going from strength to strength…we have had some good fun
exploring different creative techniques and skills. We finished the year off by creating some
gorgeous festive robins out of clay. 

Year 9 Artist’s Club is a place that students who are thinking of taking GCSE Art can come and
learn more advanced skills to prepare them for Year 10. This group has gone from strength to
strength. The group started the term by looking at skulls and the work of Leonardo Da Vinci,
practicing their drawing skills. We have worked from a collection of real animal skulls too
which were very kindly loaned to us from Jubilee High. We continued by looking at anatomy
and have finished the term off by creating some wonderful life drawings. The students
embraced the challenge by doing 1, 2 and 5 minute drawings!

In the spring we will get in a live model so that they can hone this skill.

‘Lest we forget’2021 Remembrance Day Art Installation 900+ ribbons with messages of thanks
to those who have died.

We had some wonderful entries to the KS3 Christmas Card Competition. The students have
impressed me with their creativity. It was so hard to choose winners. Thank you for taking on
the challenge Mrs Munnik.

I would like to take this opportunity to thank all the lovely staff at Chertsey High School and
the parents and families of our wonderful students for all the amazing support that they give
our purple ship. I can not wait to continue our creative journey in the New Year as we explore
new shores.



COMPUTING
by Mrs Tack

he Year 7’s have been introduced to lots of new software that Chertsey High uses not just in
ICT, but for other subjects as well. They have been using TEAMS to access their lessons and
homework, MS Word and Powerpoint to create some amazing leaflets and posters on
Cyberbullying and Staying safe on the internet. The students have also learnt how to send
emails to each other.

The Year 9’s have been busy this term analysing magazine covers and then creating their own
using Adobe photoshop. We have has some amazing examples of student work. They are
currently learning about computer viruses, Binary and computer scams. The Year 9’s have also
been introduced to the ‘iDEA’ award. This is the Computing equivalent of the Duke of
Edinburgh award. If students complete the Bronze iDEA award, they can use it towards their
Bronze skills D of E award as well.

All students in Key Stage 3 have been accessing TEAMS in their ICT lessons so they are secure
in accessing TEAMS from home. 

Coding Club: The Year 7s have been creating games using Scratch. The Year 8, 9 and 10’s have
started using python and block based programming to modify the Minecraft source code.

Key Stage 4
Computer Science: The Year 10 Computer Scientists have hit the ground running with their
new subject. Completing the first module, which was Boolean Logic, Storage and Units of the
computer system. All students got fantastic grades in their end of module tests. They have
now moved on to studying Algorithms and Computational thinking, and they have started
doing some project work with the Python coding language. 

iMEDIA
The Year 10’s have made an amazing start to their iMedia GCSE course work. The students have
been using skills learnt at key stage 3, to research, analysis digital graphics and us Adobe
photoshop to working on a book cover publishing scenario. 

The Year 11’s are fast approaching their iMEDIA exam ‘Pre-production skill’ in January. Good
Luck to them.

I hope you all have a restful break and a fantastic Christmas Holidays.

The Year 8’s have been working on mastering excel this term.
This has included creating beautiful pictures using conditional
formatting plus getting to grips with countif and validation tools
used on their stage scenario they have created. They have
started to research what the technology will be in the future.
                       



by Ms Keegan

This term our students have been incredibly resilient in accessing our re-developed schemes
of work which have been created to incorporate a focus on themes from the local areas that
have an impact  on day to day life, alongside supporting them with topics relevant to their
stage of education from transition to secondary school in Year 7 to relaxation and mindfulness
in Year 11. The students have been engaged in lessons and have contributed maturely to all
topics delivered with the quality of work in their books being at the highest of expectations. It
has been a pleasure to speak to the students about what they want from their PSHE lessons to
ensure that we find a balance between the statutory curriculum and experiences that will
benefit our cohorts.

This term alongside developing the schemes of work from the fantastic foundations Mrs
Bamford laid last year, we have also been working toward promoting Equality, Diversity and
Inclusion in our lessons. Year 9 have been focusing on equality and employment law to
support their understanding and decision ahead of making their option choices. We have also
been able to celebrate important dates for promoting aspects of PSHE across the whole from
Anti-Bullying week to White Ribbon Day which campaigns against violence towards women.

Our Year 11s had the chance to participate in a Relationship and Sexual Education workshop
with the feedback being unanimously positive We are so lucky to have the opportunity to be
able to develop partnership with these external providers and we look forwarding to
welcoming more as the year progresses.

As we move into the Spring Term it is important you are aware that we will be beginning the
statutory Relationship and Sexual Education portion of the curriculum. I sent letters out at the
beginning of the year but if you have any worries or concerns about this please do contact
myself.

PSHE



BUSINESS STUDIES
by Ms Marques

Business Studies Term 1 – “The Time is Now!”
 

Our CHS Business Studies students have made a fantastic start to the academic year. Having
both a Year 10 and Year 11 cohort for the first time has increased the Business Studies ‘buzz’
around the department. The students have studied and researched incredible business
innovations and developments, which have provided us with ample opportunities to link what
we are learning in the classroom to real life. 

Through their first topic units, our Year 10s embraced the concept of enterprise and were
introduced to key concepts which build the foundation of the business world. We looked at
enterprise, innovation, the role of an entrepreneur and where business ideas come from.
Students carried out a project and developed their skills as future entrepreneurs. We were
particularly impressed with the work of Laith H, Aryan V, George K, Ben M, Nathan C, Hannah
H, Neev K and Siena J who came up with fantastic business ideas!

Towards the end of term our Year 10s were introduced to market research and explored the
different types of data by writing their own questionnaire for their own business idea. Some
pupils used quantitative data analysis and worked in groups developing skills such as
communication, teamwork and workload.

From looking at how small tech is supporting farmers in South Africa, to speaking to a city
Financier about the current economic environment, in our lessons, we continued to use both
practical and theoretic elements using case studies, role-plays, guest speakers and other
media. 
Our Year 11s continued to explore the dynamics of building a business and develop exam
technique in preparation for their mock exams. We looked at several examples from the
COP26 summit and the pressure for businesses to work responsibly. We also studied the
Product Cycle and used the video games market to illustrate how companies can extend the
life of their products. 

What makes our Subject Great? – we asked the pupils…A Year 10 said, “Business studies has
been one of my favourite subjects this year. The subject knowledge is always linked to real
world situations. There may be a lot of homework, but it is worth it as I am learning many
interesting things!” 

We think that there has never been a better time to study our subject! Extending our warm
wishes to our wonderful students this Christmas. Thanks for your hard work and have a
fabulous Christmas!



PE
by Miss Giltinan

What a wonderful couple of months for PE students enjoying extra-curricular to the full max
this school term. CHS have stormed the start of fixtures it’s been great having fixtures again
especially with students getting to represent the school in various sports has been huge. Bring
on the new year!

Year 8 Netball: Year 8’s have been coming to training every Monday after school in readiness
for their league season to start in January. Year 8 will be competing against these schools in
the new year; Woking High, Salesian, Winston, Tomllinscote, Hoe Valley, Fullbrook,
Collingwood, Gordon's in the netball district league. Year 10 netball will start their league
campaign in January also in the district league against the following school; Woking High,
Salesian, Winston, Fullbrook, Gordon's. We can’t wait to see the year 10’s back in netball action
after it them not playing for over two years. Year 7, 8 and 10 girls will all be starting of their
league season in the new year.

Basketball:
Year 9 Girls: Year 9 Girls have been training every Tuesday for their upcoming basketball
tournament at Woking High on the 10th January, we can’t wait for the girls to get involved in
their first experience of a basketball fixture.

CHS year 8 basketball team travelled to SJB today for the year 8 district tournament. They
started well beating BDB & Winston early on, before losing to Woking & SJB in game 3 & 4.
Unfortunately, we narrowly missed out on progressing through after finishing 3rd in our pool.
Juma scored x3 and Wallace x1, with player of the tournament going to Juma.  CHS squad -
Gray, Railton, Tas, Diesel, Topa Letras, Wallace, McBride, Cook & Juma. A positive start to what
we are sure will be a very successful one for this group of players! Well done year 8’s 

Netball:
Year 7 Netball: Year 7 experienced their first netball tournament for
Chertsey High School today. All players gave everything throughout
the tournament, and we are very proud of all the girls who took part
Two special mentions Gibbs who lead the team supporting and
guiding everyone on the team and Kang who gave everything in
every game and defended like a champ.

Year 7 and 8 Boys: Year 7 last week competed in a basketball
tournament at SJB for most of them it was their first time
representing the school. The year 7’s did brilliantly not conceding a
point all tournament and reaching the final they just missed out in
the final finishing second overall. Well done guys excellent job.
Aylott and Cardwell got players of the tournament with an
outstanding performance from not only them but the whole team.



Year 9 and 10: Year 9 basketball headed to SJB for their first tournament of the year. This was
there first time representing the school for basketball, the team consisted of Ireton-Gale,
Boakye, Morris-Coulter, Filali-Gomez, Davies, Weeder. They finished the evening with 1 win and
2 losses and Boakye gaining player of the tournament with his wonderful attacking and
shooting. Year 10 Basketballers headed to SJB for their first tournament of the year. They have
definitely suffered the effects of lockdown, but their love of Basketball was reignited to great
effect! There were some awesome baskets, and even a 3 pointer from Ahmed, and some heroic
moments in defence most notably a huge block by Pandya. They finished the evening with 2
wins and 2 losses and are raring to go for the next tournament in January.
 
Girls Football:
Football training has been happening with 47 girls across all years signed up, it’s been great
seeing so many come to practice and enjoy football again.
 
Year 7: Have been training every Thursday developing with lots of game play. It’s been great
having students back to extra-curricular activity. Year 7 played Christ’s School in the first round
of the county cup, it was a great game to watch and a great experience for the girls as this was
the first time they were involved in a 9 a-side game altogether they unfortunately lost and
won’t progress to the next round but it was a great experience for all. Evie G and lottie. S
gained players of the match for being solid in goal and at the back. Emily B gained the other
teams player of the match for some wonderful attacking play and crossing. The year 7’s will
now look forward to their league campaign with them playing Salesian on Thursday 9th
December at CHS.

County Cup:
Year 7 and 8: Won in the first round to Matthew Arnold winning 5-1 and will be playing Weydon
in the next round having to play before the 18th December. Sienna A got player of the match
for a wonderful hat-trick and for dominating in midfield. Very impressive start to the cup
campaign and hope to push on further in the competition

Year 8 and 9: The year 8 and 9 girls won in the first round of the cup travelling to Magna Carta
winning 4-2 the game being very exciting and very close till the end. Two brilliant goals from
Edie kept us ahead of the game. The girls will be playing Against Esher HS on the 6th
December in the next round of the cup. The year 8 and 9 league campaign has started with
two games played already one against Salesian and the other against Hoe Valley both narrowly
missing out and losing both we learn and move on to the next league games coming up in
January. 



Year 10 and 11 League: Year 10 and 11 started of this year with a friendly game against
Thamesmead winning 10-4 with 4 goals coming from Rowe and a wonder goal by Cardwell.
Was great seeing students getting back to fixtures after so long without any. The year 10 and 11
team then competed in a 6a-side tournament at Winston Churchill finishing in fourth overall
winning a few games and scoring 5 goals throughout the tournament. They start their league
campaign against Salesian on Tuesday 7th December at CHS.

Boys Football:
Year 7’s Football club: Year 7 Boys Football Team/Club - From the first Monday the club was on
40 excited and eager year 7's turned up for a football club with many of the boys never having
played any football before. You would not have though this with every single student putting
in effort and commitment to wanting to perform well and prove how they are a valuable
member to the team. We have 9 starting players every game, 3 subs, with every other one of
the boys in pushing to get into the next game and support when they are not included! That is
what teamwork is! I have been extremely impressed with all of the boys and there are some
naturally gifted footballers in this group who will only get better over time and practice. I
cannot wait to continue their footballing journey with them!  
 
Year 8’s Football: The year 8 Football team have had a positive start to the season performing
well in the league, cup and tournaments. We got off to a flyer beating a strong BDB side 4-2
away in the league. Following this, CHS fielded two 7-a-side teams at a tournament at SJB
school, Woking. One team WON the tournament, with the other narrowly missing out in the
quarter finals. The team showed great nerve throughout the tournament, winning two games
on penalties. In the county cup, we recently hosted George Abbot School. It was a tight
encounter with lots of high-quality Football on display – The match ended 2-2 at full-time, so
had to be decided with a penalty shoot-out. Several courageous students stepped up and
went on to win the shoot-out! We look forward to facing the winners of Winston Churchill vs.
Weydon in the next round! A top start for the year 8’s with plenty of Football ahead…  

Year 9’s Football: The year 9’s have been enjoying their Thursday football sessions after school
and a number of students have represented the school in fixtures v Matthew Arnold, Fulbrook,
Woking High and a tournament at SJB.  They started the season with a disappointing loss to
Matthew Arnold in the county cup but it was a good game and the team were unlucky. They
then followed this up with a comprehensive 3-0 win over Fulbrook in their first league game.
We also welcomed Woking High to CHS and were losing 2-0 before floodlight failure
abandoned the game with a new date still to be set. Aside from the 11 a side games, the boys
thoroughly enjoyed success at the annual 7 a side tournament at SJB with both sides reaching
the final with the B team winning overall and the A team narrowly losing 1-0 to Salesians. A
great start by the Year 9’s with lots more football to come… 
  
Year 10’s Football: The Year 10 numbers at our Friday football club has been really high with lots
of the students also representing the school in fixtures v Hoe Valley, Woking High and
Salesians so far – all home games. Following a tight first half v Hoe Valley, the boys worked
extremely hard in the 2nd half to dominate the game, play some great football and score some
impressive goals. This vain of form continued into the game with Woking High with all the
students in fine form and feeling confident. With a comprehensive display creating a 5-0 win
over Woking High, the boys were ecstatic. We then welcomed Salesians, who we knew would
be a really tough match, but the boys were full of confidence. Salesians proved too strong in a
narrow 1-0 loss. 



Rugby:
Year 7: Amazing Rugby festival for the year 7 team! 3 wins in 4 games and the first full contact
rugby most have ever played. Bravery, determination, sportsmanship and fantastic team work
all round! Superb tries from James and Aylott and notable performances from Wilkins,
Strugnel, Van Der Zee to name but a few! 

Year 8: Brilliant performance from the year 8 boys at the rugby tournament. Beat Salesian 30-5
and beat Charters 25-10. Epic performances all round! Inspirational performances from Barham
and Kaye and so good to see so many boys play their first game of contact rugby. They relished
the contact and played with great determination.
 
Year 9: It was the turn of the year 9 rugby team to visit local club Chobham RFC who kindly
organised a tournament. We narrowly lost to Salesian (15-10) and Charters (25-15) School. This
was a great exercise for a number of students who haven’t played much rugby since year 7 lots
of positives which they should be proud of! Herbert bagged an impressive 4 tries and was one
of the standout performers alongside Rowe & Gibbs

Dance: 
Year 7 and 8 have been enjoying learning routines in Dance club looking at different genres of
dance. Incorporating all the different types of choreographic devices you can have within
dance adding levels, space, dynamics, canon, unison
 
District Cross Country:
CHS students from Year 7 to year 10 took part in the District cross-country competition. All
students who participated gave 100% throughout their races. Great to see so many students
coming together and competing against other schools. Special mention to Roake who came
second with a photo finish at the end just missing out on first place in the year 8 girls
competition. Brilliant performances all round but especially to the year 7 boys team, year 8 girls
team and year 9 boys team. Well done to every student who took part in the competition, CHS
is proud of you representing the school in competition. 



MEDIA STUDIES
by Ms Bucknall

In September, we excitingly launched the new
GCSE Media Studies course at Chertsey High
School, and the students really have made it ‘blast
off’! Learning a whole new skillset is far from
straightforward, but the pure passion and
enthusiasm of our wonderful CHS students, have
made it seem easy.

From analysing the patriarchal narratives in a
1950s Quality Street advert to exploring the Bond
franchise, students have journeyed from text to
text, building key skills and a great foundation of
knowledge. This term, students also had the
opportunity to try using Canva software to create
their own advertisement and this led to some
beautifully constructed and considered work that
employed a variety of techniques. The results are
stunning!

Have a lovely Christmas and watch plenty of films!



SOUTHCOTE CENTRE
by Ms Afana

A special mention to Daniel Grant in Year 11
who managed to get his fire lit in record
time. Well done Daniel! And Freddie
learning how friction can create heat energy
and smoke! 

Rajan and Joshua enjoyed tucking into the
popcorn. George Godfrey reported ‘we
enjoyed using the flint to make sparks and
watching the sparks whisk up into the air.
We were all a little bit scared to make it but
as soon as we did it we were happy. Freddie
made the first spark and soon enough we all
got caught up.’ 

It has been a busy and hugely rewarding
first term for the Southcote Centre. Thank
you to all the wonderful pupils, teachers and
parents who have supported us since our
opening in September. The staff in the
centre have immensely enjoyed getting to
know the students and developing those all-
important relationships. At the heart of what
we do is the wellbeing of our students and
with this in mind we are pleased to have
started trips outside of school again. This has
not only afforded students the opportunity
to consolidate learning but also develop
their social skills and independence.

Outdoor Learning
Students enjoyed visiting the Outdoor
Learning Centre ‘El-Bosque’ at the Philip
Southcote School and making popcorn over
a bonfire. Congratulations to our students
who ALL managed to light their own fires
using a flint, steel and cotton wool. The
experience is suitably summarised by
Freddie Carter (year 7), who asked ‘Can I do
that again? I’d do that every day if I could’. A
big thank you to Mr Marugan (outdoor
learning teacher, Philip Southcote), who
gave his time to teach our pupils.

George and Lucie showed great
perseverance in lighting their fires.



Marwell Zoo
Year 7 students have been exploring non-fiction through the theme of the ‘zoo’ as part of their
English curriculum in the centre. They were fortunate enough to go to Marwell Zoo for the day.
It was a fabulous opportunity for our year 7s to meet their peers from the Philip Southcote
School and the Southcote Centre at Kings International College. 

The year 7 pupils have kindly written a report:
We walked to Philip Southcote School to get the minibus. We felt excited to see the animals at
the zoo but nervous about going in the minibus with the other children. We stopped at Kings
International College to pick up the children from the other Southcote Centre.

When we arrived at the zoo the first animals we saw were the penguins, zebras and flamingos.
We then went to see the five female giraffes. Two of them were licking the windows! The male
giraffe had died at only nine years old and we saw his skeleton. The zoo is planning to get
another male giraffe soon.

We really wanted to see the Amur tiger but he was hiding and we could only see his tail. 

Our favourite animals were the Amur tiger, snow leopard and penguins. We saw the funny
meerkats, they were keeping warm stood up under the heater!

Fun Fact-  Did you know giraffes are all unique-no two giraffes have the same spots?

 Written by Lucie Swift, Joshua Atkinson and Freddie Carter

Pantomime
On December 1st, pupils attended the pantomime ‘Jack and the Beanstalk’ at Windsor Theatre.
It was wonderful to see the sheer delight on our children's faces as they watched the actors
bring the story to life and as they tucked into their ice creams during the interval. 
Rajan Sood (Year 8) thought ‘The show was really funny. At half time we had some chocolate ice
cream. The funniest bit was when the man got soaked by water. This is my opinion, but I really
loved the songs. Me and my friend Josh loved Simon, one of the fantastic, hilarious characters’.



ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

Careers:
This term has been a busy one for the careers department! We have now given all of our Year 11
students the opportunity to have their careers guidance meetings with Jane, our independent
careers advisor, with the vast majority having completed their applications to college and sixth
form and some even receiving their places for 2022!
 
Lower down in the school, Year 7 have had their first taste of the careers provision at CHS with
the class teachers delivering sessions to them on the futures that are available to them if they
continue through their journeys within those subjects as part of our Careers in the Curriculum
program.
 
The Spring term is looking to be an exciting one for our Year 9 students who will be taking their
first steps into their careers paths with their term of Careers in the Curriculum to get them ready
for the options process a little way ahead. Along with this we are excited to announce that the
first ever CHS Careers Fair will be taking place on the 17th Jan where our Year 9 students will get
an opportunity to listen and speak to local and national industry professionals during the event.
If you, or someone you know, would be interested in joining us for this event and share your
career with our students please do not hesitate to contact Mr Corry at
careers@chertseyhighschool.co.uk
 
Finally what is a Winter Break without a Careers Advent calendar, here InvestIN have put
together various careers focuses for each of the 12 days of Christmas for you and your son /
daughter to explore at your leisure. 12 Days of Industry Insights (investin.org)
 
Any and all support you can offer to the Careers department is always greatly appreciated, so
please do go to the Careers section of the website to see how you can get involved.

Duke of Edinburgh:
A short message from team DofE to mark the Christmas break. We have three big
developments; the first is that our current year 10s have been doing a sterling job in completed a
Bronze award started under trying circumstances, with several awards having been sent to the
organisation’s offices for approval. Secondly, the take up for Bronze and Silver this year has been
a record within CHS’ short history with a combined intake of over a hundred bold adventurers!
And finally, we are very pleased to congratulate Mr Solaz on his appointment of DofE Lead. Mr
Bamford may be stepping back from the lead, but won’t be stepping away, and is very excited
to support Mr Solaz and our cohort of DofE students over the rest of the year and beyond.

Merry Christmas to all, and a happy new year from Team DofE.

mailto:careers@chertseyhighschool.co.uk
https://investin.org/blogs/news/12-days-of-industry-insights
https://investin.org/blogs/news/12-days-of-industry-insights


Arrangements for Spring Term 2022 
We look forward to welcoming all our students back to school ready to begin a new year and
new term on Tuesday 4th January 2022. The government have asked all secondary schools to
prepare to test all consenting students once on the school premises on return in the first week
in January. This is to be followed by one LFD self-test at home 3-4 days after. After this, students
should continue twice-weekly testing at home in line with government guidelines. 
 
There is no need to complete any consent for this testing as we will use your previous consent. If
there is a change to your consent, please email: covid@chertseyhighschool.co.uk. Testing is
voluntary, but students are strongly encouraged to participate. In order to avoid unnecessary
time off school, all students will be tested at the start of the school day on Tuesday 4th January,
therefore there will be no need to delay the start of the school term. Please ensure that all
students are on-site promptly to begin the testing process at 8:30am. If you have chosen for
your child to not have the test, they should still be in to start the normal school day at 830am. 
 
We will provide students with more lateral flow home testing kits on week beginning 4th
January. The school will be uploading the test results only with the barcode for the test that was
carried out with no personal information attached. If any student tests positive, we will contact
you by telephone. 
 
Unless we are told otherwise, students and staff will need to continue to wear a face mask when
in communal areas. Please remember that students are reminded to wear layers as it gets
colder and we will keep ventilation rates high in an effort to continue to keep us all safe and as
free from Covid as we possibly can be. 

Remember: Hands – Face – Space! 

Surrey Hire sponsor school kits
They have been very generous in sponsoring 3 kits for 
the schools sports teams. 

Read more about:
https://www.surreyhire.co.uk/c/about-us 

Last day of term Chistmas Photos
We have taken some great photos on our last day of term and would love to share these festive
photos with our CHS family. Please have a look on our website or click here to view them. If you
would like us to remove a spesific photo that your child in, please email Mrs Viljoen
(viljoenm@chertseyhighschool.co.uk) and it will be removed immediately. 

mailto:covid@chertseyhighschool.co.uk
https://www.surreyhire.co.uk/c/about-us
https://www.chertseyhighschool.co.uk/1178/school-gallery-1

