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24th August 2020 
Dear Parents and Carers,  
 
I write to you today to introduce myself as the Head of Year 10, from September 2020. I am really excited 
and look forward to supporting your child during this very important stage in their education, as they 
progress from Key Stage 3 to Key Stage 4. Year 10 is a critically important time for students, and they 
must hit the ground running in September as they commence their GCSE courses, for exams in May 
2022. Whilst the dedication and hard work must undoubtedly come from them, I will be there to 
encourage, monitor and guide each student to ensure they immerse themselves in school life and have 
every opportunity to achieve their full potential.  
 
I am an experienced middle leader, with previous experience in both pastoral and academic leadership 
positions both in the UK and internationally. After teaching for a few years in the UK, I took the 
opportunity in 2016 to move to Dubai and teach at an International British School for three years. This 
experience was an opportunity that made me adapt, embrace exciting new experiences, develop special 
relationships and connect with communities that really embrace diversity. I then was given the fantastic 
opportunity to come back to the UK and work at Chertsey High School, a school which encourages 
students to follow their dreams and fulfil them in a very supportive community. I believe passionately 
that every student can do amazing things if we provide the right opportunities for them to follow their 
passion. It is important that all students should receive outstanding education in a place where we see 
the potential in every student.  
 
Chertsey High School has three core values: knowledge, determination, and love. These ideas are ones 
which, if every student embraces them, will allow them to reach their full potential. Ambition is such an 
important tool in achieving success, and so I believe the year group should focus on the 6C’s: Curiosity, 
Communication, Creativity, Collaboration, Critical Thinking and Courage. These competences are defined 
as a set of behaviours that complement the skills needed to attain higher outcomes at GCSE and for your 
son or daughter to become a lifelong learner. I believe in developing the whole child and providing 
opportunities through support, academic excellence, and skill acquisition.  
 
I am passionate about teaching and have high expectations, not only for myself but for all students in 
our CHS family. I hope you will support our high expectations in all areas and students should “control 
the controllable”, especially regarding attendance – which must be 100% - and behaviour which naturally 
impacts greatly on achievement.  
 
I know that the Year 10 Tutor team are a highly skilled, committed team who strive for the upmost 
success for our students and who have a caring and supportive ethos at their core. I will be having a 
handover and working closely with Mrs Browne to ensure your child’s transition is as smooth as possible. 
If in the meantime you have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to get in touch. As well 
as this new role, I will also be continuing as Head of Geography and Duke of Edinburgh award Leader.  
 
Yours Sincerely,  
 
Miss Castle-Smith  
Head of Year 10 
castlesmithn@chertseyhighschool.co.uk  
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