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Dear Parents and Carers, 
 

I hope you and your family are well. Following recent statements from the PM and Secretary of State as well 

as official guidance from the DfE, I am sorry to say that it is still not clear what exactly the expectations are 
of secondary schools after half term. Notwithstanding the fact that both circumstances and government advice 

are likely to continue changing, students in Years 7, 8 and 9 are unlikely to be allowed to return to school this 
term. For Chertsey High School this means we will remain closed whilst continuing to make in-school provision 

for the children of keyworkers, those with EHCPs and others who fall into various vulnerable groups.  

 
With this latest information I am writing to share with you some changes that we are making to our Home 

Learning Provision. We believe that during what looks to be a longer period of home-learning than we had 
originally hoped, it is important that we continue to evolve and adapt our provision.  

 
We are currently working to modify our provision to ensure the following after half term: 

• Learning is set according to a published timetable  

• Teachers plan lessons which are tailored to specific classes 

• New subject content is introduced regularly 

• Students are given opportunities to submit work for feedback 

• We continue to run ‘face-to-face’ subject clinics for the departments that have found this to be useful  

 

The lessons will be in the form of a PowerPoint with teacher voiceover. They will be uploaded onto SMHW by 
2:30pm the afternoon before they are timetabled. Students will still be required to complete three hours of 

schoolwork per school day and we have tailored the timetables to meet the specific requirements of each year 
group. Years 7 and 8 will do two hours of English, Maths and Science per week and one hour of all other 

subjects. To support our Year 9 students as they make the step-up to their GCSE courses in September, we 

have decided that we will now allow them to drop some option subjects if they have not chosen to study them 
at GCSE. This is to allow students to focus on the remaining Year 9 curriculum for the subjects they are 

continuing with. This does not apply to all option subjects. There are further instructions as to where it does 
apply on the Year 9 Timetable. 

 
We know from your feedback that the vast majority of you are very happy with our current provision. However 

if, as now seems likely, the children will not be back in school on a full-time basis until September at the 

earliest, we need to keep improving what we do to ensure that we have a system that delivers a consistently 
good deal for every student.  

 
We also know from your feedback that whilst most students are engaging happily with the work, some are 

choosing not to and some of you are finding it difficult to get them to do so. Adaptations to our systems for 

assessing and feeding back after half term will further highlight who is and isn’t completing the work. Whist 
some students’ personal circumstances make it really difficult, there are others who have no excuse. Either 

way, please get in touch if this applies to your son or daughter and we will offer further guidance and support 
to ensure they don’t fall further behind.  

 
Wishing you a happy half term, and with the best wishes of everyone at Chertsey High School, 

 

Yours Sincerely, 

 
Laura Goulborn 
Deputy Headteacher 


