
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Chertsey High School 

Literacy and Numeracy 
information for new 
students 



 
 

What is Literacy?  

Literacy is the ability to read and use written information, and to write appropriately in 

a ranger of situations. It involves the integration of speaking, listening and critical 

thinking with reading and writing. 

 

In year 7 your child will be working with different teachers in different subject areas. 

Each subject has its own literacy demands, e.g. writing up an experiment in science 

is quite different to writing about an event in history. Subject teachers teach students 

how to read and write in their own subjects. 

 

Your child’s learning in all subject areas will be supported by: 

 Speaking and listening 

 Reading 

 Writing 

 

Parents have a key role in supporting their children to further develop and practice 

literacy skills. Here are some ideas that you can use at home. They do not rely on 

knowledge of the school subjects. 

 

Classroom Reading 

In secondary school, classroom reading involves: 

 Reading widely to gain information, e.g. in art, using a variety of sources to find 

out about an artist and their work. 

 Reading for specific detail, e.g. in history, locate details about where and how 

an event occurred. 

 Reading in a questioning way, considering any hidden messages in texts such 

as bias or stereotyping, e.g. how a particular group is represented in an 

advertisement will affect people’s opinions about that group. 

 Reading a wide range of texts and reading texts closely for critical analysis, 

enjoyment and pleasure. 

 

 

 



 
 

What can you do at home? 

 Encourage your child to read newspapers. 

 Take an interest in what your child is reading, e.g. by discussing the Year 7 

Reading Scheme. 

 Encourage your child to use a wide range of reading resources, not just the 

internet, especially for research. 

 Ask your child to explain why they are reading, e.g. enjoyment, to find specific 

information, to be able to make or do something. 

 Ask your child to tell you what might be included in the text. This will help them 

to think about the topic before they read. 

 After reading, ask if it was the most useful thing to read. What else could be 

used? 

 Talk to your child about what information can be found directly in what they are 

reading. What information can be worked out from what they read but is not 

directly stated? 

 Ask your child to tell you about the information presented in graphs, diagrams 

or images. Why is the information presented in this way? 

 

Classroom Speaking and Listening 

In secondary school, classroom speaking and listening involves: 

 Listening for main ideas. 

 Defending or supporting a point of view.  

 Understanding other people’s different points of view. 

 

What can you do at home?  

Speaking and listening helps people to express and further develop ideas. Through 

talking with and listening to your child, you can show that their views and opinions are 

valued. 

 When talking and listening to your child, find out more by asking questions such 

as: What makes you think that? What if... ? How...? 

 Ask your child to explain homework tasks to you. This can help your child to 

clarify what needs to be done. 

 



 
 

Classroom Writing 

In secondary school, classroom writing involves: 

 Producing organised, well-written pieces of writing that respond to a task. 

 Producing a paragraph of writing in response to a question. 

 Using correct spelling, punctuation and grammar. 

 Considering style, purpose and audience. 

 

What can you do at home? 

Through writing, students express their understanding of new learning, opinions and 

ideas in different subject areas. The Way a text is written depends on the reason/s for 

which it has been written. For example, in English students may write short Stories, 

critical responses to books and films and descriptions of characters. In geography, 

students may write descriptions of different environments, explain how landforms are 

created and transformed, and write arguments about issues from different points of 

view. 

 Help your child to understand information read from reference materials by 

talking about the information, then deciding what the main ideas are. These 

ideas can then be written down in note form. 

 Encourage your child to proof read his writing to check for wording, spelling and 

punctuation. Sometimes it is easier to find ways to improve your writing when it 

is read out loud. 

 Read your child’s writing and talk about what they have done well, e.g. clearly 

organised information, easy to follow, accurate spelling. If something is unclear, 

ask your child about it. It can be helpful to have a different person read your 

work. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

What is numeracy?  
 

Numeracy is the capacity to use mathematics in everyday situations at home and at 

work, and for participation in community life. This involves applying mathematical 

knowledge, such as when estimating, measuring and interpreting information 

presented in texts, tables and graphs. 

 

In Year 7 your child will be working with different teachers in different subject areas. 

Some aspects of numeracy support learning in all subject areas. Each subject may 

draw upon specific mathematical ideas, e.g. creating a graph in geography, reading 

and developing timelines in history. 

 

Your child’s learning in all subject areas will be supported by:  

 making calculations and working out simple number problems  

 estimating and measuring  

 reading and creating graphs  

 critically interpreting information from graphs and tables  

 knowing how and when to use a calculator effectively 

 

Parents have a key role in supporting their children to further develop and practise 

numeracy skills. Here are some ideas that you can use at home. They do not rely on 

knowledge of the school subjects. 

 

Making Calculations and Working out Simple Number Problems 

In secondary school, making calculations and working out simple number 

problems involves: solving number problems using efficient mental and written 4" 

methods. For example, to multiply 299 by 3, an efficient method is to calculate 300 by 

3 and then to subtract 3.  

 

What can you do at home? 

 Talk to your child when you are solving everyday number problems such as: 

how many kilometres left in a journey how much change to expect after paying 

a bill working out a discount on the cost of an item comparing the cost of two 

items 



 
 

 When you are working out a number problem, discuss the method you used so 

that your child can see how you approached the problem. There is usually more 

than one way of solving a number problem and you may have a different 

method from those taught at school. 

These activities will help show the connections between what is learnt at school and 

how this can be applied in daily life.  

 

Measuring and Estimating 

In secondary school, measuring and estimating involves: 

knowing when to be accurate (with information such as dates, times and 

measurements) or when an approximation is sufficient. 

 

What can you do at home? 

 Use words such as ‘approximately’, ‘about’, ‘nearly’, and talk about the fact that 

this means the information is not exact, e.g. approximately 50 people, about 

200 years ago, nearly everyone. Discuss why these words are used at different 

times. 

 Discuss situations where it might be vital to be accurate with measurements or 

numbers, e.g. medicine. Think about other situations when a high level of 

accuracy might not be needed, e.g. estimating how much wrapping paper is 

needed for a gift. 

 Ask your child to use a scale on a map to estimate the distance to be travelled. 

 

Reading and Creating Graphs and Tables 

In secondary school, reading and creating graphs and tables involves: 

interpreting information from tables, e.g. on a train timetable; or finding information 

from graphs, e.g. when interpreting the annual rainfall represented visually on a graph. 

 

What can you do at home? 

 Show your child different examples of graphs and tables; newspapers, 

magazines and advertising brochures often contain a variety. Talk about what 

information is given on the graph or table. Discuss why the information has 

been presented like this. 



 
 

 Encourage your child to consider using graphs and tables as a way of 

presenting information in each subject, e.g. if a survey is conducted for 

homework, talk about the best way to present this information. 

 

Questioning information 

In secondary school, questioning information involves: 

developing skills in questioning numerical information to see if it is valid and checking 

that the source of information is reliable. 

 

What can you do at home? 

 Encourage your child to ask questions about advertising, e.g. if a sale sign says, 

‘Up to 70% off’, does this mean that everything has 70% off, or does it mean 

that many items will only have 10% off, with a few items 704 off? This type of 

information is often deliberately left out. 

 Use newspaper, television and advertising examples where numbers are used. 

Look for details about where the information came from, e.g. in opinion polls or 

surveys, how many people were asked? How were these people chosen? 

Would the results be different if different people were asked? 

 Talk about the information used in advertising food products and why the 

company has chosen to show this information. Does it make the food look 

healthy? Is the company trying to hide something? For example, a product 

advertised as 97% fat free is low in fat but may have high levels of sugar and 

salt. This information may not be highlighted. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

How to help your child revise 

The secret to doing well in exams lies in planning. You can help your child to create 

a clear revision plan and method of studying that will make him feel in control of his 

work. 

 

Tips for revision planning:  

You may want to consider the following: 

 Help your child to work out a revision timetable. 

 Break revision time into small chunks: 20-30 minute sessions with short breaks 

at the end of each session often work well. The best approach to revision is 

usually ‘little and often’. If your child commits to doing 20 minute bursts of 

revision of a really high quality with no television on and no mobile phone for 

texting, then three of these bursts can be far more effective than the child who 

spends two hours in their room with their textbook open but does not get down 

to any study, being distracted instead by television and phone calls. 

 Make sure your child has all the essential books and materials. 

 Encourage your child to try a range of different revision techniques so that he 

can find the ones that suit him best. Mind maps, condensing notes onto post-

its, devising quizzes, listening to recorded notes are just some ideas. The 

school website has a useful guide to revision techniques. 

 New stationery, highlighters and pens can make revision more interesting. 

 When a topic has been revised, test your child on what they have learned. 

 

Providing all-round support 

 The best way to support your child during the stress of revision and exams is 

to make home life as calm and pleasant as possible. It helps if other members 

of the household are aware that your child may be under pressure and that 

allowances should be made for this. There should be a quiet place where your 

child can revise free from interruptions. 

 Make sure there are plenty of healthy snacks in the fridge and try to provide 

good, nutritious food at regular intervals. Also encourage your child to take 

regular exercise. A brisk walk around the block can help clear the mind before 

the next revision session. 



 
 

 Try not to nag or make too many demands on your child during exam time. 

Arguments are counter-productive and will only add unnecessary stress and 

distract from revision. 

 It’s important to get a good night’s sleep before an exam, so discourage your 

child from staying up late to cram and make sure he eats a good breakfast on 

the morning of the exam. 

 

Linking the 4Rs and Personal Learning with Literacy & Numeracy 

 

The 4Rs are the language for learning. They are designed to help pupils to know how 

they are learning as well as what they are learning. The 4rs are: Reciprocity, 

Reflectiveness, Resilience and Resourcefulness. 

 

Language for Learning Links with Literacy Links with Numeracy 

 

Reciprocity 

 Be confident to express 

your opinions 

 Learn from others to 

help you improve 

 Put yourself in other 

people’s shoes 

 Listen carefully to and 

respect others’ 

opinions 

 Get involved in learning 

 Know your role and 

responsibility within a 

group 

 

 

 

 Reading for enjoyment  

 Listening for main 

ideas 

 Defending or 

supporting a point of 

view 

 Understanding other 

people’s different 

points of view 

 

 

 

 Sharing different 

methods when working 

out problems  

 Questioning the validity 

of numerical data and 

the reliability of the 

source that it came 

from 

 

 

Reflectiveness 

 Pull out key ideas from 

previous learning 

 Sort out what needs to 

be done  

 Explore and draft 

different ideas  

 Set yourself high 

standards and targets 

 

 

 Producing organised, 

well-written pieces of 

writing that respond to 

a task 

 Using correct spelling, 

punctuation and 

grammar 

 

 

 

 Using graphs and 

tables to present data 

 Using calculators 

efficiently  

 Estimating and 

measuring  



 
 

 Adapt and change your 

ideas if necessary 

 Check your progress 

regularly  

 Proof read your work 

 

 Moving from specific 

examples to the 

general case 

 Build a sense of the 

size of answer 

expected 

 

 

Resilience 

 Practise in order to 

improve  

 Don’t be afraid of 

finding things hard 

 Work hard with 

sustained 

concentration 

 Find enjoyment in 

solving problems 

 Block out/avoid 

distractions  

 Develop strategies to 

deal with being stuck 

 Identify key points 

within text 

 

 

 

 Reading for specific 

detail 

 Writing a piece of work 

which shows 

consideration of style, 

Purpose and audience 

 

 

 

 Solving number 

problems  

 Reading and creating 

graphs and tables 

 Looking for alternative 

ways to approach a 

problem 

 Justify reasoning and 

conclusions 

 

 

Resourcefulness 

 Don’t be afraid of not 

knowing  

 Imagine how things 

could be  

 Be creative 

 Take risks with learning 

 Share and learn from 

mistakes  

 Recognise patterns 

within work  

 Be confident using a 

range of resources 

 

 

 

 Reading widely to gain 

information 

 Producing a paragraph 

of writing in response 

to a question 

 Reading in a 

questioning way 

 

 

 

 Know when to be 

accurate and when 

approximations are 

appropriate 

 Choose suitable units 

of measurement 

 Using different types of 

graphs and tables 

 Connecting learning 

within school and the 

wider world 

 Working backwards 

from the answer to find 

the measurement 

 

 


