
Spring is in the air!
I love this time of year because we say goodbye to the long dark nights and the freezing air and
welcome in spring. For me it signifies a time of hope as the first buds and blooms appear and the
daffodils break through the earth. Sometimes, we also see the sun making more of an appearance!
No matter how hard and cold winter is we can always guarantee that spring will come, even if it
feels like a long time coming. 
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The different seasons can be a helpful way to think about our
own lives. There are times when it can feel like our life is in the
deepest point of winter and we really struggle, and then other
times, we feel like summer is here and we feel amazing. This is all
part of the experience of being human. We might not like being
in winter, but it does mean that when spring comes, we can
really appreciate and enjoy it. What I think is interesting is that
nature transitions between seasons well, we do not jump from
winter to summer in one leap, but we have the gradual change
between seasons as the world unfolds itself.

For many of us, this winter has been a real struggle, it can
certainly be argued that we have been facing winter in every
sense, for some of us, it has at times, felt like a metaphorical
winter that will never end. I think this is why Spring will be even
more wonderful this year and we will look forward to the Easter
Holiday and the Summer Term with a real sign that winter is
lifting and that in every sense, spring is coming. The failing
numbers of infections, along with the successful vaccination
programme, should give us huge encouragement that the
seasons are changing!

However, it does not mean that there will not be challenges
ahead. As we end this Spring Term and prepare for the start of
our final term, for this academic year, there will be so much to be
excited about and to look forward to, but there will inevitably be
some challenges too. As we re-establish our relationships with
friends, teachers, and colleagues, and get used to being back in
the routine of ‘normality’ it is really important that we are gentle
with ourselves and with one another.

Just as nature takes time to transition between seasons, we also
need to take time to embrace all the opportunities that being
back at school brings. Don’t put pressure on yourself to move
straight into summer mode by filling every moment of every day.
Of course, enjoy all the possibilities and the excitement that
Summer will bring, but also take this time to enjoy the transition.
It has been a long hard winter and year, but we have hope that
spring is finally here!

Kind regards,

Mrs Munnik
Hedteacher



Dear wonderful Year 7 students,

I cannot begin to express my appreciation and amazement at
how well you have all worked this term. This has been a
particularly strange term as we started the term away from the
school, and only physically came back into school this month. You
have coped (THRIVED really) with getting to grips with a new way
of learning and have learnt IT skills that will see you well prepared
for any eventuality. I am so proud of you. Having you all back has
given the whole school a massive lift, and for me personally, I am
so happy to see you all. I have the best Year group and I am
incredibly privileged to be your Head of Year. Thank you for all the
hard work, determination, knowledge, and love you have brought
to us this term.

I’m delighted to announce winners of some of our awards this
term. Congratulations to Hannah W, Matthew H and AJ S for
winning Knowledge, Determination, and Love award, respectively.
These 3 students have shown incredible commitment and
dedication to the school values. Well done to Bradley D for his
shear positivity, can do attitude, all round enthusiasm and care for
other students means he is my pick for the Head of Year award.
Well done Bradley. Mrs Munnik has selected Erin S for her ability
to be a role model to all those in the Year group, and even the
school, as she shows Knowledge, Determination and Love in
everything single thing she does. Well done Erin for winning the
Headteacher award.

As we move into the Easter Holidays, I think it’s really important to
reflect on the very unique term we’ve just faced. You would have
watched our end of term based on hope. For Christians, Easter is
an incredibly important time, where hope, light and faith enter
their lives as they celebrate Jesus’ resurrection. The current Covid
climate, and the longer days, I believe reflect the message of
Easter perfectly. There is hope anew, and a fresh start is coming
for everyone. I wish you a blessed Easter full of hope, joy, and love.

God Bless

Mr Hicks
Head of Year 7

YEAR 7 EASTER MESSAGE
from Mr Hicks
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I can’t quite believe I’m saying this, but we are now two thirds of
the way through Year 8! It certainly hasn’t been the year that I
anticipated when we welcomed everyone back in September, but
I have been continually impressed and amazed by the hard work,
dedication, and love demonstrated by our Year 8’s every single
day.

During our period of home learning, I know that the Year 8’s
shone and embraced home learning, impressing teachers every
day. Upon our return to school, yet again Year 8 were flying ahead
with how well they coped with the changes in their learning and
how they have been able to get back into the flow of things.

A huge congratulations to the winners of the Subject Awards this
term; we are so proud of you and your hard work in lessons. A
special mention to Finley for winning the Knowledge award, Jess
G for the Determination award, Jamie D for the Love award,
Darcey A for the Head of Year award and Mia D S for the
Headteacher’s award. I would also like to acknowledge every other
student who works tirelessly in lessons, you are doing us proud
each day.

Easter celebrates Jesus having risen from the dead. Easter eggs
are a representation of new life and are symbolic for Christians
when thinking about this period of reflection. I hope that you can
spend your holiday relaxing, recuperating, and enjoying some
well-deserved chocolate. 

Best wishes,

Miss Sheen. 
Head of Year 8

CLICK HERE
YEAR 8 EASTER MESSAGE
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returned to the school building a few weeks ago. At the end of this
term we can reflect on the incredible community spirit and love
that the Year 9s have shown to each other. 
 
We can also reflect on the amazing progress the Year 9 students
have made on their Options Choices. All options are now
submitted and the one-to-one meetings we had virtually to
confirm these Options Choices were hugely successful. As we
move into the final term I want to reiterate how important it is for
all students to knuckle down and focus on all their subjects right
until the very end of the year.
 
Finally, I want to say a huge congratulations to Ben A for winning
the Headteacher award and Stephanie D for winning the Head of
Year award. Both students go above and beyond in every lesson
making the right choices, continually striving to be the very best
they can and both should be very proud of themselves. I want to
thank the amazing Year 9 team who work incredibly hard to
support the Year 9 students and all parents and guardians, your
continued support is hugely appreciated.
 
Have a restful Easter break, stay safe and I look forward to seeing
all students on Monday 19th April.
 

Kind regards,

Miss Wheeler
Head of Year 9
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As we near the end of the term, we can reflect on our
developments and achievements in Year 10 during the Spring
Term. I would like to take this opportunity to congratulate our
Year 10s on an amazing term. The biggest challenge this term was
dealing with another lockdown and adapting to a new way of
learning again! Not only was this challenging and different, but
also it demonstrated the resilience and determination of all our
Year 10 students. It was fantastic to see students thriving with
their home learning. Since coming back to school, it has been
amazing to be together again and I have loved seeing the
students smiling around school again. It has been a pleasure to
see Year 10 students enjoying being back in a routine whilst
dealing with the added pressure of GCSEs and COVID. 

I would like to say a massive congratulations to all the students
receiving some end of term awards. Alongside our “control the
controllables”, we also launched our 7C’s - Curiosity, Creativity,
Collaboration, Critical Thinking, Communication, Courage and
Care. I believe that these are not only needed in our CHS
community, but also for GCSEs, the future working environment
and creating opportunities for all our students in the future. I have
been pleased to see these defined behaviours in our year 10
students this term which has helped them develop. Well done to
Nicole W for getting the HOY Award and Yasmin C for getting the
Headteacher Award. Both students go above and beyond in every
lesson and controlling the controllables, continually striving to be
the best they can. 

I would like to thank all year 10 parents for being so supportive this
term. I can only imagine the stress and anxiety given the current
situation, but it has been a real pleasure working with all of you to
create the best opportunities for your children. Students at this
school would not be who they are without your dedication,
patience, and encouragement; thank you for consistently
supporting the school and for your patience and understanding
with us. As Year 10 look forward to the Summer term, I do hope
they are looking forward to it and ready to show determination. I
wish every one of you a Happy Easter and I hope that students
take the time to rest and refresh before an important term ahead.
Stay safe and I look forward to seeing you again in April. 

Kind regards,
Miss Castle-Smith 
Head of Year 10
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ENGLISH
by Mrs Browne

Firstly, I would like to thank and congratulate all our students who have faced the return to school
with enthusiasm, resilience, and determination. 

I would be lying if I said that the English Department were sorry to leave remote learning behind this
term, but it is important to relive some of the extraordinary moments that it bought us! 

Year 7 navigated their way through the study of nature poetry, while Year 8 explored a range of
poems of protest, resistance, and empowerment. Despite the unconventional learning environment,
students analysed and discussed different poets, beliefs and messages and developed their skills of
analysis and comparison. 

Having left behind the world of dystopia, Year 9 were faced with learning their novel. Each student
was given their own copy of either ‘Animal Farm’ or ‘Of Mice and Men’ and we studied the novel,
page by page and journeyed through the different messages, ideas, and plots together as a class. 

Year 10 students, as ever, showed they can face any challenge with grit and determination, learning
key skills of independence as they studied their English Language Paper 1 component of their GCSE.
This is not an easy aspect of the GCSE by any means, all classes have impressed their respective
teachers and we are incredibly proud of the effort that our Year 10 put into their class notes while
working remotely. We truly believe that the independence that you have learnt this year, working,
and motivating yourself from home, will stand you in great stead when it comes to your future
revision. 

Having reacquainted ourselves with the classroom environment the buzz around the English
corridor was electric! Year 7 and 8 explored non-fiction texts, developing their analysis of the writers
use of language but also, they explored how to best craft their own written communication for
different purposes and audiences. 

Year 9 embarked on their study of Shakespeare, investigating the presentation of key themes and
characters while learning to structure an exam style response, exploring both an extract and the play
as a whole. 

As a department, we feel beyond proud of our Year 10 students on their return to the classroom. They
have continued with their study of Power and Conflict poetry but this time, we thought we would
utilize some of those independent learning skills gained while learning from home. Before each
study of a new poem, students either did their own research or listened to a pre-recorded poetry
lecture. They came to the lesson with prior knowledge of each poem which allowed for more in-
depth analysis and understanding of each text.

I would like to again thank you all as parents for the support you have given us over lockdown
learning. We could not have done it without you, but I am sure you will join me as I thank Miss Owen,
Miss Bucknall, Miss Keep and Mr Solaz for their unwavering enthusiasm and dedication over the past
term.

See you all in the Summer Term. 



SCIENCE 

I think it’s time to give up on talking
about “unprecedented times”, this half
term has been tough, there are no two
ways about it. Having said that our
students returning to Science have
thrived, they have made the transition
back into “real life” lessons a pleasure.
We have seen our Year 7 students
making use of our new electrical
equipment, investigating electrical
current and its effects. Taking it one step
further, Year 8 have had the opportunity
to jump onto the Van Der Graff
generator to experiment with the nature
of static electricity and it’s “shocking”
consequences. While unfortunately our
microscopy equipment is undergoing
extended quarantine procedures other
areas have been fully utilised, especially
making the most of chemical tests of
the nutritional groups and some
stunning circuit design. Working solidly
through their GCSE content, Year 10
have been going from strength to
strength, having now completed two
out of their three disciplines this year,
marking the midpoint(ish) of their
course.
 
We hope that as the world begins to
open back up in the summer term that
we can continue to expand the range of
provisions we have in place for our
students and get back to what we used
to call normal. In the meantime its time
for them to investigate how many
cream eggs they can eat in two weeks…!

by Mr Corry



It is a delight to see Spring arriving and all pupils back in school. Despite not being the term we
planned for, all pupils and teachers have learnt many new skills and mastered the art of Teams, on-
line whiteboards and Forms quizzes. 

As a Subject we celebrated Pi Day (March the 14th) with Year 7 and 8 conducting investigations to
discover the relationship between pi, circumference, and diameter. Year 9 and 10 learnt about the
history of Pi and the use of ICT in its discovery of even more place values digits. Our KS3 Numeracy
Challenge on the topic of Pi saw some amazing entries & we were delighted by the enthusiasm and
creativity shown by CHS students. We look forward to carrying out more problem-solving activities
and investigations with Year 7 and 8 next term so please do ask them what they have learnt. 

This term also saw around eighty Year 9 and 10 pupils enter the UKMT Intermediate Maths
Challenge with ten pupils being awarded with Silver and Bronze Certificates. Going forward
selected Year 7 and Years 8’s will have their opportunity to enter the UKMT Junior Maths Challenge
shortly after Easter. 

Year 7 have been working on using their number skills and learning all about prime factors. Since
being back in school they have been working on building on their algebra skills; learning to find the
values of unknown values via both function machines and solving equations. 

Year 8 have been exploring algebra, solving equations, inequalities and using formula in real life
such as Science formula like F= MA. This learning supports our students in understanding the main
news at the moment. Unknown values, ‘What if?’ scenarios relating to vaccination rates and r values
are underpinned by the skills they have explored. Currently the Year group is understanding
algebra on graphs in the form of linear equations and exploring what we can understand from
equations in the form y= mx+ c. 

Year 9 have been studying Data: collection, representation and analysis and with so many examples
of data being part of every news bulletin currently they have certainly developed skills that will help
them in life as well as many other subject areas. With the census taking place this month year 9 will
be able to see for themselves this every ten-year event to collect data. We are now working on ratio,
fraction and percentages and we look forward to exploring interest rates, compound interest and
depreciation to link these topics to our everyday lives. 

Year 10 have all been studying Shape and applying their learning to problem solving situations.
They are now working on solving quadratics, simultaneous equations and inequalities which is
great base line work for year 11 and A level Maths. After Easter Year 10 will start looking at
constructions and finally get to use their maths equipment of pairs of compasses, protractors and
rulers, so do please make sure they are equipped over the holidays in case anything has gone
astray.

MATHS
by Mrs Kilby



MFL
by Mrs Davis

Having spent almost a whole term learning remotely, our students keep amazing us with their
resilience in languages. Although some students have struggled with online learning, this
experience has brought us some positives too. It has made our CHS students (and staff)
experts in Technology! In languages, we have been using some very engaging and fun online
platforms, including Nearpod and Seneca Learning.

Year 7 – They have had most of their language learning experience online, but we are very
proud to say that all our year 7 students have made excellent progress since September and
can articulate what they have learnt in French and Spanish so far. During this term, in French,
they have been learning about free time activities and talking about where they live. In
Spanish, they have learnt about school and being able to describe someone. Encourage them
to practise this with you, you will be super impressed. 

We have also made sure that students are starting to use the revision strategies (i.e. Quizlet,
Active Learn…) we advise in class in order to keep the words in the long-term memory. 

Year 8 – Year 8 have come so far. Many of them did not feel very confident in languages in
September, but we are very glad to say that they are all making great progress and they have
started to articulate what they have achieved so far. In French they have particularly learnt
many adjectives to describe themselves, as well as discussing home life. In Spanish, they have
enjoyed learning cultural aspects of the “Food and meals” topic. They are all starting to feel
more confident identifying and using a range of different tenses. 

Year 9 – Year 9 have started to produce GCSE level language and we are very proud of their
efforts in their latest speaking exam, which involved describing a picture. This is part of the
GCSE Speaking exam and year 9 are smashing it. They are also starting to learn how to use the
imperfect tense (It used to be…) and will soon also cover the future simple tense (I will…), so it is
key that they master the 3 tenses studied in the past 3 years: present, preterite/perfect tense
and near future tense. We have seen some amazing revision resources from our students, keep
up the hard work! 

Year 10 – In year 10, we have continued to find strategies to tackle more challenging tasks, such
as listening and readings. In Spanish, they are learning about different ways of socialising and
describing people, key to be successful in the photo-based task in the GCSE Speaking exam. In
French, they are learning to talk about special occasions and customs in France, which they
are thoroughly enjoying. Remote learning has proven to be a challenge for everyone, but year
10 have shown that they are going to start giving their 100% in languages. 

From the MFL department, we wish you a very happy Easter. 

Don’t forget to follow us on social media: 
Instagram (CHS_MFL)

 

Twitter (@ChertseyHighMFL)

MFL
by Mrs Andrés 
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Through studying Geography this term, the
students have been deepening their knowledge
and understanding of our Earth. Students have
learnt how to identify places, describe and
explain natural processes as well as assess the
impacts of humans with specific examples in
our world. Alongside this, students have
mastered Teams, voting in chats and
contributing to class activities. We have also had
the launch of our new Instagram account for
CHS Geography! Thank you for the amazing
effort from the students - Mrs Munnik, Miss
Gardner and I have thoroughly enjoyed this
term!

Year 7 Geography students have been learning
about Weather and Climate. Students were
hugely involved in understanding the different
types of weather – I had students checking their
weather at the start of the lesson during remote
learning and coming back to tell me it was
raining! Students particularly enjoyed exploring
the coldest and warmest places on earth and
considering how the weather interconnects
people and places today. Students then moved
on to studying Rivers and there was a real focus
on the River Ganges as a case study. I must say
some Year 7’s have some fantastic dance moves
for the middle course characteristics of a river!

In Year 8, students have also developed their
knowledge on coastal processes this term and
analysed how we can protect our landscape.
Students then moved on to study Africa as a
topic. A big focus within this topic has been
popular media like `The Lion King’ to look at
and compare the biodiversity in the continent,
as well as analysing real conflicts in Nigeria and
looking at development issues in Rwanda,
Ethiopia and Kenya. 

GEOGRAPHY
by Miss Castle-Smith

Students really developed a passion for Africa
and will now never say “Africa is just one
country” again! 

Year 9 Geography has focused on a very relevant
topic of Climate Change and analysed the
human and physical causes and diverse impacts
of Climate Change on the people environment.
It was great to see students developing their
own opinions and this topic promoted a lot of
decision-making skills and discussion that
encouraged lots of curious and critical thinking!
Then students moved on to study Development
and learnt what development is and how it is
managed. We were really pleased to see
students come back to school with developed
points and wanting to discuss how to solve
global inequality. It has been wonderful to see
students challenging the idea of development.
We are currently looking at globalisation and
analysing how Starbucks, McDonalds and Nike
are a driving force behind globalisation. We had
debates about which Transnational
Corporations (TNCs) are more successful (and
whether students prefer McDonalds or Burger
King!) This made students realise the effect
TNCs have on them and the world. In time,
students will get the chance to design their own
TNC in a project so it will be great to see what
they come up with while being creative!

Well done to all students, it has been a delight
and I think students have left this term thinking
“everything has to do with Geography!”



It has been hugely rewarding to see the students engage so well in their History lessons during
Lockdown 3.0 and they have bought this incredible energy back with them to the classroom. Year
7s this term have looked at the Medieval world and how William the Conqueror was able keep
control of England. Year 7s have been demonstrating their understanding of this through their
fantastic castle projects of which we have a selection below. 

Year 8s began the term by looking at the Elizabethan reign, creating brilliant Spanish Armada
medals, designed for the soldiers that fought for the Elizabeth. Students have since been looking
at the reign of the Stuarts and the English Civil War, discussing the issue of regicide and how
political reform began to emerge in England during the 1600s.

In Year 9 students have been exploring the topic of Women’s suffrage, nicely entwining with
International Women’s Day this March. Students have also been looking at Weimar and Nazi
Germany, assessing the impact of the Treaty of Versailles on post war Germany and looking at the
extent to which it caused the rise of Hitler. These topics have brought about really exciting
discussions surrounding social and political change in the 20th century which will aid students
understanding of the origins of World War Two.

Lastly, Year 10s have returned with a positive attitude and willingness to tackle our new topic of
Henry VIII and his ministers. Students have learnt about the influence of figures such as Cardinal
Wolsey on Henry VIII’s foreign and domestic policy. Our department are working closely with
students to try and dispel anxieties about GCSEs which a recovery plan in place once every 2 weeks
encompassing American West topics covered in lockdown. We are very excited for next term
which will hopefully bring a sense of normality back to students and cement their confidence in
exam practice for Paper 2. 

We wish all our students a restful and well-earned break after a rather tumultuous term. 

Happy Easter! 

HISTORY
by Miss O'Neill



RELIGIOUS STUDIES
by Mr Hicks

Happy Easter Holidays from the RE
department. Myself and Miss Phillips have
been blown away this term by the work ethic
shown not only in class, but online in TEAMS
lessons. Year 7s have been studying Jewish
beliefs, and the understanding of how
important the believe in One God for Judaism,
as well as studying the differences between
different Jewish denominations. Students have
really enjoyed studying the roots of Judaism,
particular the covenants made by Abraham
and Moses. In the second half of this term,
students have begun to study Jewish practices,
and we’ve had some great discussions on
Jewish dietary laws.

Our Year 8’s have enjoyed studying Buddhist
beliefs and practices, and understanding how a
Buddhist would respond to suffering, such as
discussing questions on why suffering exists,
and how Buddhists could work to end it. It has
been great to explore such a wonderful religion
with such interesting roots and practices. Our
Year 8s, even enjoyed the opportunity to
practice meditation, and to understand how
importance it is to only Buddhism, but every
day life!

Year 9’s has been applying their knowledge of
ethics and morality from last term to a variety
of world and social issues. For example, we
have studied how a Christian would respond to
the London riots, terrorism, human trafficking,
war, poverty, the use of stem cells in medicine
and gender discrimination. It has been a
welcome return to the classroom to revisit
these topics in a series of debates and
discussions that will prepare our students for
the wider issues they will inevitably face them
in their adult lives. 

And last but certainly not least, a massive
congratulations to our Year 10s who have been
working incredibly hard. This term we’ve
finished studying Christians practices, before
moving onto the second part of our GCSE and
looking into Judaism. Initially looking at Jewish
beliefs, particularly the natures of God, and the
sanctity of life, Jewish beliefs on the messiah,
and looking at the influence and effect the
covenants have had on a day to day Jewish life. 
It’s been a fantastic term in the RE
department, and I look forward to returning
from Easter to carry on our students wonderful
work and ethic.



PERFORMING ARTS
by Mr Hayter

In Performing Arts this term, Mr Cooper, Miss Wheeler and I have been so impressed with the focus,
attitudes and commitment to music and drama demonstrated both in person and virtually. Each
year group has adapted to the challenges of virtual teaching well and come back to school with
aplomb, keen to demonstrate their understanding with seemingly little/no effort. The undoubted
highlight this term was the Spring Lunchtime Concert, in which students from all year groups
recorded themselves performing either a choir or orchestra piece and submitted it to the virtual
group alongside students from Jubilee. This undoubtedly has supported both schools achieve their
aims of recovering their extra-curricular provision after repeated lockdowns and I look forward to
strengthening these links in the future.

Drama
Students have been taken on a journey through time. Year 7s have most recently been studying
Commedia Dell'Arte, culminating in a group performance of stock characters in Venice. Year 8s have
explored Japanese theatre, the oldest living form of theatre in the world, and link their
understanding of historical theatre to modern Japanese culture, e.g. Pokemon and anime. Year 9s
have applied their understanding of Brechtian theatre to Blood Brothers. Year 10s have completed
their understanding of Blood Brothers, exploring the full play and answering extended questions on
the setting, staging, costume and performance.

Music
Year 7s have explored body percussion, improving their rhythmic understanding and notation
reading skills, culminating in a group performance. Year 8s have explored ragtime, as they re-
establish their understanding of the keyboard and year 9s have continued to develop band skills
ready for their songwriting topic next half term. Year 10s have explored ensemble performance
alongside their composition, and look set to continue this in the new term.

Team Performing Arts wish each and everyone of our CHS families the best Easter break and look
forward to seeing you in the new term. Enjoy your break as you've worked super hard this term and
you deserve the break.



DESIGN AND TECHNOLOGY 
by Miss Sheen

Meanwhile, Year 10 students were able to work independently and really impressed us with their work
ethic and passion. Food Preparation and Nutrition students absolutely stormed through their theory
work, and 3D Design and Textile Design students were able to investigate concepts and ideas further,
producing some incredible outcomes. 

Upon our return to school, we were thrilled to be able to re-
launch Design and Technology, and for all of our students to
be able to access subject specific rooms and engage in
practical activities. Year 7 have been making pizza toast and
fruit salad in Food, llama keyrings in Textiles, pop-up books
in Graphics and coasters in Product Design. In Year 8 we
have made mini pizzas, Bolognese, and muffins in Food,
face coverings in Textiles, pop-up books in Graphics and a
phone stand in Product Design. Year 9s have made chicken
nuggets and will soon be making veggie rolls in Food, sleep
masks in Textiles, Typography study in Graphics and a
keyring holder in Product Design. Year 10 have impressed us
by coming back and working harder than ever, with great
efforts made to keep up and develop their new skills in
lesson time. Massive congratulations for our Subject award
winners who are as follows; Year 7: Tansy B, Eliza Z, Morayo
L, and Mia T, Year 8: Rose F, Dan W, Oliver G, Shreya V, Year
9: Karis F, Abdul-Wahhab A, Betsie M, Kayla J and Year 10:
James T, Matilda H and Max C. 

We are so happy to have everyone back into school and for our practical rooms to be alive with the
sound of machinery and excitement! We are so excited for the rest of the year - thank you as always to
those at you at home who are continually supporting the creative efforts of your children. 

We have had an incredible term in the Design and
Technology Department! Whilst we started off with home
learning, we were working towards giving our students an
opportunity to develop their design, analysis and
development skills by giving them projects which they
could get fully stuck in to. Year 7 and 8 completed a Waste
to Wonderful project, looking at recycled textiles and
producing an item which was from upcycled fabrics. Year 9
focussed on design and development of an Educational Toy
for a Young Child. We were so proud of the incredible
outcomes had by all year groups, and their dedication and
pursuit of perfection when working through their projects. 



ART AND DESIGN
by Mrs O'Sullivan

Year 7
This term we have continued our explorations of the Natural World and the mechanics of insects. We
started to look at sculptures by Mike Libby and Tom Hardwidge and began our journey into the
wonderful world of ‘Steampunk’ and recycled sculptures. We discovered how artists can use discarded
and throwaway items to create Art. They spent time designing their own insect inspired creations,
then refining their drawings before beginning to construct their models and sculptures. We have been
so impressed with the standard of work and some of them were truly phenomenal.  It is really
important at this stage of their journey in Art & Design to make sure that all students understand how
to discover their own creative process and recognise and develop their strengths as young artists. 

Year 8:  Identity and Expression Portraiture  
At the start of lockdown on the theme Identity and Expression we were looking at the history of the
Selfie in portraiture, and how artists saw themselves, how we see ourselves now and how we might see
ourselves in the future. As a starting point students were able to draw them selves using whatever
media they wanted, including digital creative software or applications. This was an experience in itself
to allow students this freedom and we certainly had some colorful representations both realistic and
abstract. We then explored skills within classical portraiture, which they all took in their stride
producing some truly impressive work. They created realistic celebrity portraits using the traditional
gridding technique. Our students showed their amazing ability to tackle these methods and learn new
observational skills. Now we have just finished a response to Sandra Silberzweig and revisiting colour
theory and techniques, we will be moving onto a 3D response in the Summer term- watch this space. 



Year 9: Perspective Classical Architecture 

"Break it down, learn the process and you can do anything."
 

At the end of last term, we were beginning to explore experimental drawing and painting techniques
with street view perspectives. Looking at the work of Maria Helena Vieira da Silva, and other artists who
create quick exciting sketches using a variety of media. During this term and in lockdown we used this
opportunity to understand the importance of classical notions of architecture today. During online
learning we explored architectural features in more detail and students have then photographed
similar features in their surroundings to gain a deeper understanding. Their drawings were exceptional
and have really mastered the skills to approach any technical drawing with thought and logic. It is now
time to get back to our more experimental side in the classroom, revisting formal painting skills so that
we can then continue to be more explortory with the media we are using to produce some really
exciting responses. 

Year 10 Fine Art:  Natural Form Colour and Texture Experiments 

"Piano keys are back and white, but they sound like a million colours in your mind."



Creativity Club in lockdown
We realised quickly that our students needed to be able to express themselves through their creative
passions, so we started a club during lockdown. Run everyday on TEAMS it was somewhere for
students to express themselves, see what others are creating and get inspired. Starting with just a
handful of students it now as over 70 members sharing all their creativity. Art ranges from sketches,
digital art, photography, oil painting, sculpture and so much more – even the odd pet makes an
appearance. 

Creativity club has been a joy to behold as the students have embarked of self-led sketching projects
including a different subject for everyday. It is truly wonderful to see how the Chertsey High love is
spread through the group as they all encourage and support one another as a family. Thank you to
everyone who has been apart of this group so far, long may it continue…

Year 10: Photography

“The camera is an instrument that teaches people how to see without a camera.”
 – Dorothea Lange



ICT
by Mrs Tack

I am so proud of the CHS students in how they
used their ICT skills in lockdown. To be able to
connect, engage and continue tolearn using
TEAMS is a fantastic achievement - Well done
everyone!

This Spring term students have been mastering
the skills they learnt in Autumn term, as well as
experiencing lots of new and different software
programs in ICT:

Year 7s have learnt all about databases with the
help of superheroes and excel. They have also been
learning the basics of programming using
SCRATCH. They have created flying bats, bouncing
balls and breakdancing teenagers as well as their
own projects.

Year 8s have been researching future technology,
from future homes , transport, entrainment to AI
and medicine. They then presented their finding
using either PowerPoint or Prezi.Year 8s have also
been learning about ‘Colossus,’ - the first computer,
‘Moore’s Law,’ - how transistors revolutionized
computing and technology, Binary and looked at
the hardware of a computer and how each part
works. 

Year 9s have been learning how to keep their
personal data safe and secure. This has included
learning about different computer virus and
phishing scams. The students got very creative
creating their own phishing scams. The year
9’shave also been getting to grips with some
python programming and problem-solving skills . 

iMEDIA Year 10s during lockdown the students
created fantastic book covers using photoshop or
photopea as part of their course work for GCSE.
They have now started a new topic and have been
busy analysing websites in order to create their
own website in the summer term.



by Miss O'Neill

During PSHE these last few months we have taken some time away from our scheme of work
to focus on students’ own personal development. Students across the year groups have been
looking at their own identity, values, and personality traits and evaluating what this means for
their future careers in building positive change within our communities. Additionally, students
have taken time to refresh their knowledge on how to be safe online and reviewed the key
aspects of how to preserve and maintain their wellbeing during periods of change such as
lockdown.

All year groups have been focusing on the Census Day since returning to school and what it
means for us on both a local and national picture. This has involved tasks such as making
financial decisions by budgeting for local services and understanding the significance of this
data for their future and beyond.

In our Summer term, students will be engaging in the Relationship and Sex education topics
which were postponed in lockdown. Please see the RSE letter at the start of the year as to what
this looks like for your child’s year group and get in touch via email
(oneillh@chertseyhighschool.co.uk) should you have any concerns regarding this.

Happy Easter!

PSHE



BUSINESS STUDIES
by Ms Marques

Business as usual!

We had a very busy Spring term in business studies at CHS. Despite the lockdown, our students continued
to make progress, and many have really enjoyed getting to grips with the financial aspects of a business! 

To start with, we looked at how businesses, very much like schools, require a general sense of direction and
specific SMART targets to aim for in order to achieve their goals.  We studied examples of businesses that
target non-financial goals related to specific social objectives, that aim at improving society in some way:
companies such as John Lewis, Traidcraft and Tropic Skincare, are amongst those with a wider purpose in
its existence. We also looked at how Coca-Cola is doing trials for its first paper bottle with a goal of creating a
100% recyclable, plastic-free bottle capable of preventing gas escaping from carbonated drinks.

However, for most businesses, profit and financial security come at the front of the agenda. In the class, we
looked at how to calculate revenue, and how that differs from other sources of cash inflow such as a capital
injection or a bank loan. We made some clear distinctions between fixed and variable costs and learned how
to calculate a break-even output and a margin of safety. We continue to develop our ICT and mathematical
skills by practicing plotting break-even charts and taking important interpretations from them, crucial to
financial decision making.

In the context of the importance of financial stability for a company, we simulated projecting cash flows using
MS Excel and analysed and reported our conclusions in GCSE exam style questions.

Then it was time to learn about different long and short-term sources of finance and the benefits and
drawbacks of each of them. Terms such as “Venture Capital”, “Crowdfunding”, “Trade Credit”, “Bank
Overdraft” and many others, have been explored in the classroom, often with application to real life
examples. We read, for instance, about the ASDA leveraged buyout by the Issa brothers and were very
curious to find out how one can buy a £6.8bn supermarket for £780m!

We ended the term looking at the different types of business ownership
and what it means to have unlimited liability in the context of
insolvency and default. 

Despite the busy and demanding topics, our year 10s had many
opportunities to continue to link their learning to the real world. For
example, we explored the approach taken by several young
entrepreneurs to respond to the COVID’s multiple challenges, from
manufacturing down to distribution. Brands such as “Because” or
“Bloom and Wild” with their “Thoughtful Marketing Movement”, have
really caught our eye and admiration for their innovative ways to serve
their customers!

Looking ahead we are really looking forward to our virtual visit to The
Bank of England happening in June! Until then, it is business as usual!



PE
by Mr Ball

PE has been very different for us this term; doing PE online has meant that we have had to adapt, all
students at Chertsey High School have done an amazing job doing PE online, from using household objects
as weights to giving gymnastic routines a go at home, we couldn’t be prouder of all the efforts students put
into online learning. Let us look at what the different years were doing.

Year 7 this term has been looking at gymnastics and fitness (Components of fitness)

Year 8 and 9 have been looking at basketball and fitness. (Components of fitness)

Year 10 Core have been looking at unique ways to keep fit during online, ranging from yoga to long walks.
While also taking part in challenges from the shoe balance challenge to who can walk the furthest in a day.
Well done to Mae, Ocean, Kate, Mia, Hope who won prizes for various challenges. 

All students adapted so well to PE online but we are so pleased to have everyone back enjoying,
participating in sports at CHS. Whilst being back at school we have moved on to new sports, yr 8 girls
football, yr8 & 9 boys football, yr7 & 9 netball, yr 7 rugby.

Introducing Mr Cooke the newest member of the PE department with the year 7 boys during their PE lesson.

Online learning:
While being online we had various challenges set on our Instagram and Twitter pages. First one was our
inter-house distance/Olympic cities challenge.        

Olympic Cities distance challenge!
As a school we managed to travel a total of 4783.9s Kilometres! During our
journey around Europe, we managed to reach all the following European Olympic
cities, London, Paris, Amsterdam, Lillehammer, Berlin, Athens and Sarajevo. As
you can see in the table below, our winners were Pankhurst who reached an
unbelievable 1363 kilometres! In second was Newton, followed by Wilberforce in
third. 



Kickstart Challenge:
A football shooting app that helped with checking your speed of your shot
and you gained points depending on where the ball hit in the goal, the
faster the strike with the right aim the higher the score. Well done Edith. S
YEAR 8 on setting the new Chertsey high record on the app with 570.

Homecourt challenges:
Students have been participating and getting involved with challenges on
the homecourt app. A particular challenge the PE department set was the
reaction challenge and ordered reaction challenge, special mention to
these students below who set some records on the app for those
challenges. Year 7: Lily. A,  Year 8: Edith. S and Aryan. A

50 step up blast challenge: 
Students were testing there speed with the 50 step up blast challenge
timing how quickly they could do 50 step ups and step downs. Thank you
to alol students that took part in the challenge you earned 50 house points.
 
Shoe challenge: 
Students were testing their flexibility by taking part in the shoe challenge,
they had to balance their shoe on their foot and rotate back to their starting
position without the shoe falling off. We have some very flexible students
in all years. A special mention to Mia. M in year 10 completing it by going
720 degrees with both the shoe balancing on her right foot and then trying
it again on her left. 
 
Virtual 3 Peaks Challenge:
Challenge to reach all three peaks off Scafell Pike, Snowdon, and Ben
Nevis. The below virtual mountaineers have managed to conquer the
following peaks: BEN NEVIS ACHIEVED: Edie S. & Bevan G. SNOWDON
ACHIEVED: Edie S. & Bevan G. SCAFELL PIKE ACHIEVED: Matilda R.
Bevan G. Edie S. Benji H. James K. Owen G. Oli G. Ethan B.

Teachers Sit and reach competition:
Students were doing home sit and reach tests, so why not have a
competition to see who is the most flexible depart. All departments took
part in the sit and reach flexibility challenge to test out the teachers at CHS
flexibility. The results: 1st place Geography Ms Gardner, 2nd Place MFL
Ms Seaton, 3rd place English Ms Owen.

Interhouse Heros: 
Thanks to everyone who took part but a particular thanks and congratulations for these students for thier epic
involvement and contributions to interhouse PE competitions during lockdown! Oli G. Edie S. Bevan G. Aryan
A. Sarah A. Aryan V. Shayeri S. Lilly A. Hannah W. Ezra L. Esa C. Lola R. Caitlyn H. Scarlett N. Frankie B

Teabag in a cup challenge:
Challenge was to throw the tea bag into a cup from a distance, we even
had some inventive trick shot entries well done to everyone who took part.


