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EASTER MESSAGE
from Mrs Munnik
Dear Parent/Guardian,
If there is one word that sums up this Spring Term and one we have heard unremittingly these last
few weeks, it has been the adjective ‘unprecedented’. I have given up counting the number of
times it is used by journalists and politicians alike. And yet, how else does one convey the
exceptional circumstances in which we find ourselves?

As a school, we have faced these last few weeks with a level of
resilience and compassion – to a level and degree that I have
never experienced before, and I doubt we will ever experience
again in our lifetime. May I therefore take this opportunity to
thank you all as parents. Both myself and all staff have received
so many positive and uplifting messages of support these last
few weeks. At this difficult time, they have been gratefully
received and it is not taken for granted how lucky we are to work
with such amazing, supportive parents.
These are challenging times for us all but please be assured that
we are doing everything we can throughout this period to
support you and your children in securing their ongoing
education and wellbeing. We also fully appreciate that you and
your families may well be anxious about all of this.
During times of uncertainty we need to stand together as a
family and replace fear of the unknown with hope… Hope, for the
strength and courage to rise to the challenge with a sense of
optimism despite the uncertainty we find ourselves in. I am
incredibly proud and humbled to see how our students have
risen to the challenge during this time and how they continue to
set an example for our community.
Within the newsletter are images of the happier busier times at
the start of this term and my clear prayer is that we shall soon
return to those times. I hope that over the coming weeks we find
the time to be the source of kindness, with encouraging words
and practical help for those isolated at this time.
Stay safe, embrace the additional time with your families and
know that each member of the CHS family will be in our
thoughts and prayers during this Easter season.

Warm regards,
Mrs Munnik
Headteacher

YEAR 7 EASTER MESSAGE

House Points

Newton
8,682

Nightingale
6,667

Tolkien
4,827

from Mr Hicks
It's been the shortest term I can remember and it's something
that has been taken completely out of our hands. As ever, I've
always been so proud of your enthusiasm and your
commitment to everything Chertsey High.
Your ability to make the best out of this unusual situation has
been source of joy and hope to those at home, here at school
and myself!
I want to say a massive congratulations to everyone, but
especially to Neve Niland for winning the head teacher award,
and Jaden Dhanjwant for winning the Head of Year award.
These two students have gone so far above and beyond, and
should be really proud of themselves. Special mention to
Avinash, Ema, and Courtney for earning the Knowledge,
determination, and love award. Well done to all of our subject
winners too!
Easter is a really important time of year of Christians, as they
celebrate the resurrection of Jesus Christ. Jesus' resurrection
reminds Christians of the victory of life over suffering and
death, that there is hope over despair and light over darkness.
Please keep this in your heart and minds over the 2 week
break. There will be light over this darkness. we don't know
when it will come, or how it will happen but it will happen.

Wilberforce
5,198

Enjoy your rest. The work has come thick and fast, so make
sure you put your feet up, spend time with your loved ones,
stay active and stay safe.
Hope, love and prayers to everyone.
Kind regards,

Garrett Anderson
6,288

Pankhurst
12,876

Mr Hicks
Head of Year 7

YEAR 8 EASTER MESSAGE

CLICK HERE

Motivational
Messages
Please have a look on the
website at our motivational
messages to our CHS Family.
Just something short and sweet
to pick them (and
yourselves) up and help them
start each day with a little
motivation knowing we are all in
this together.

Next Week
Word of the week:

Immaculate
Theme of the week:

Wisdom
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from Miss O'Brien
Congratulations on completing another term of year 8! It
certainly has been one to remember, not just because we are
currently not at school, but because there has been so much
success. Subject teachers have been nominating students who
have really impressed this term and it is fantastic to hear how
dedicated and committed the Year 8s have been, taking
ownership of their learning.

As well great academic successes the students this term, we
had a fantastic opportunity with Extra-curricular Day. It was
fantastic to see such determination and engagement for the
year group. Ben Agius was fantastic at the BodyWorld, London,
Noah Brown really impressed during the Technology session,
no-one was eaten by a lion at the Zoo, the baking group made
lovely Pizzas and Antwone Brown was a star during the
Football Academy session.
Special mentions to the following students: Ethan Batchelor,
Ben Morgan and Chloe Booth for exceptional dedication in the
pursuit of academic excellence. For showing the 'CHS spirit'
day in day out Sophie Wells, George Kitchen, Polly Scarrott,
Ben Ayres, Nathan Cole, Harvey Bailey, Mia Buttaci, Tilly
Redparth and Lily Carroll. For impressing this term and making
progress academically and pastorally, well done to Rhys Tudor,
Max Fuller, Riley McDermott, Ruby Allen, Charlotte Jean, Isla
Chabuka and Karis Ferguson.
I would like to wish everyone within in our 'CHS family' a safe,
restful and fulfilling Easter holiday. I hope that we can all take
the time to to be thankful for our families and enjoy spending
time together.
Stay safe.

Follow us on the web
Chertsey High School
@ChertseyHighPe
@chs_offical

Kind regards,
Miss O'Brien
Head of Year 8

YEAR 9 EASTER MESSAGE
from Mrs Browne
Firstly, I would like to send out my thanks and congratulations to all students, parents,
carers, friends, families and teachers for surviving the first two weeks of lockdown, we
have made it to the Easter holidays!
Thank you for engaging with the work being set by your teachers, I have loved seeing
what you are all up to however, the next two weeks are meant to be a holiday and a
break from the normal school routine. So please, pack away your computers, turn off
your school emails and clear away your makeshift school desks.
The next two weeks may not be how you had planned them and some of you, possibly
parents and carers more so, may be wondering what you are going to do to fill the
time with less school work and more time on your hands ‘stuck’ at home… Remember,
we aren’t ‘stuck’ at home, we are safe at home! The next few weeks will be a chance for
us all to have a few lie-ins and catch up on some rest and relaxation.
If you are lucky enough to have relatives and friends you can video call, make the most
of it, get creative and set up a quiz on ‘house-party’ or ‘zoom’, my husband and I are
doing a virtual ‘Come Dine With Me’ tonight and together with our friends we are
cooking a three course meal, each couple taking charge of one course and the others
following the instructions and cooking in their own home. We’re going to sit own and
enjoy all together… well behind our screens but we are all really looking forward to it!
The theme of the week this week has been reconciliation. The verb ‘reconcile’ means to
come together and restore friendly relationships. I am sure we can all admit that there
might have been a few tense moments in all our homes over the past few weeks, I
hope that you haven't had too many rows with siblings, or parents over who gets to eat
the last biscuit from the tin (or, in my case, after losing every single game of scrabble I
play...which, as an English teacher, is extremely frustrating!).
Seeing communities come together last night to join in with neighbours to celebrate
and thank the amazing work of the NHS and care-workers was both an emotional and
a humbling experience to be a part of.
I am a big believer in looking for a silver lining in times of darkness and times of trouble
and the way that people have come together over the last few weeks, be it your
communities at home, where you live or our Chertsey High family, has truly been the
light at the end of the covid-19 tunnel that we find ourselves in.
You will know how much I love my books and particularly, my copy of “The boy, the
mole the fox and the horse” by Charlie Mackesy and I have found myself looking to it
for some motivation and it has not failed me. Like the horse, I believe that something
‘positive’ will come out of this storm.

It might not seem like it yet, but we may find ourselves living in an even better world
when we come out the other side of this. We might value the opportunities we have at
school more, we may put more time aside to speak to friends and family and we might
put aside more time to exercise.
Those of you that have been following our Chertsey High Instagram or Facebook, will
have seen my post about this poem already. I wanted to share this poem with you all as
we move into the Easter holidays, it was sent to me by a friend and has itself inspired
thousands of posts across social media and it epitomises the silver lining perspective
during this time and reflects the hope that something good can come out of this time.

And the people stayed home.
And read books and listened, and rested and exercised,
and made art and played games,
and learned new ways of being and were still.
And listened more deeply.
Some meditated, some prayed, some danced.
Some met their shadows.
And the people began to think differently.
And the people healed.
And, in the absence of people living in ignorant,
dangerous, mindless and heartless ways the earth began to heal.
Kitty O’Meara
Year 9, although we are not together at the end of this term, I would like to
congratulate you all on a fantastic term. Your mature attitudes and commitment to
your learning at home has been outstanding, you are a credit to Chertsey High School.
I would also like to extend my thanks to all parents and carers who have had to morph
into both parent and teacher and juggle their normal every day lives. Thank you, we
could not do it without you and you are all doing a brilliant job!
I wish you all a very happy, safe and relaxing Easter holidays and I hope you see you all
very soon.

Kind regards,
Mrs Browne
Head of Year 9

ENGLISH

by Miss Fitzpatrick

A real highlight of this term was World Book Day!
It was great seeing pupils explore and discuss their favourite books. They were full of excitement
for our ‘Book Quiz’ and demonstrated their competitive natures. Many congratulations to the
winning teams! The term began with all year groups studying a play. I was particularly pleased to
see the amazing amounts of enthusiasm that the pupils demonstrated while analysing the writer’s
craft.
During the second half term, the Year 7 pupils began to develop some of the key skills needed to
explore a range of extracts from different texts. They have been using everything that they have
learnt from these extracts to make their own writing even better. It was great to see them rise to
this challenge! Meanwhile, Year 8 have studied a range of poems about conflict and Year 9 have
studied poems about love and relationships. During this term, they learnt key terminology;
explored different interpretations and considered contextual influences. They will be able to apply
the skills that they have gained to other texts that they encounter.

SCIENCE
by Mr Corry

This term has seen the Science Department
take a group of our Year 8's out to the
University of Surrey for a tour of the campus
and a workshop based on public and personal
health, One Health. They worked in small
teams with students from other schools to
complete a series of tasks and challenges
based on the topic of heath. We were also
lucky enough to be joined by Dr Van den Berg
who ran a workshop with all of our Year 9
students on the identification and use of
professionally and self prescribed drugs.
We are also very excited to release My GCSE
Science to all of our Year 9 students, which is
currently live. It is a teaching, revision and
practice website that allows students to watch
videos based on the GCSE topics that they are
studying and then complete practice questions
on it. In a time of home learning this is a great
opportunity to get a head start going into Year
10 in September. All the topics mirror the
topics taught in class and on the purple sheets.
There is an attached document that will help
you with how to get the most from this service
and I would encourage all Year 9 students to
logon as soon as possible. Your logon details
should have been emailed to you and your
student earlier on today (03/04/20) by Mr Corry.
Finally the Science Department are releasing
practical and investigation ideas over our
twitter account as well as through Show My
Homework and would love you all to get
involved by sharing what you are up to with
@ChertseyHighSci
Stay Curious, Stay Safe.

MATHS
by Ms Willoughby

The main topics across the Maths department
this term have been shape, fractions
&
percentages. Year 7 looked at how we classify
and measure different shapes and met a new
number - Pi. Year 8 have explored how
mathematicians classify and think about
moving, describing & comparing shapes. Year
9
strengthened
and
deepended
their
understanding of fractions & percentages with
particular focus on applying the mathematical
methods to real world scenarios such as
interest rates and applying this to both savings
and loans.
Whilst our next set of topics have been
curtailed for now by school closure for social
distancing, we are looking at how we can use
this time as an opportunity in Maths. We have
chosen two points of focus for maths home
learning. Firstly we are building students'
accuracy in & recall of frequently used skills.
These are skills which are often used across
topics and underpin more complex maths
skills. Consistency in these skills drives stronger
maths performance. Secondly we are setting
investigation
projects
which
encourage
students to be curious in maths & to develop
their broader knowledge, the links between
maths and other subjects, and real life. Galileo
said, 'The book of nature is written in the
language of mathematics.' We want our
students to come out of this period with a
better understanding of what Galileo meant
when he said that.

The department runs two key clubs & both
have had great terms. Maths club has
continued apace. Amongst other explorations,
they are developing a very exciting Escape
Room project which they will run for students
later on the year. Maths Clinic Drop-In had
some new visitors this term and we are pleased
to report that every new-comer improved in
recent test scores, proving that you get out
what you put in - well done on the extra effort
guys.
At half-term the department joined with
Mathswatch, a company that offers a fantastic
online resource which allows us to set maths
homework online. Students can watch linked
videos to get immediate support and their
work is marked online, giving them immediate
feedback and an opportunity to check and
improve work. We had rolled this out to a few
classes before the closure and have given all
students access and a how to use guide in case
they weren't able to use it in class before the
closure. We don't intend to use it for home
learning in the coming weeks, but we do
encourage students to use it to support their
independent study and practice. Check the
guide attached to SMHW by Ms Willoughby for
more details.
Finally, we have had a long list of student
successes this term. The department is really
impressed by the effort and enthusiasm levels
of so many. The following have had noteworthy
success this term.
In Year 7: Avinash Maini, Rose Fairway, Zaahid
Parker & Cieron Clarke.
In Year 8: Chloe Booth, Skye Tran, Ethan Austin
& Emily Hughes.
In Year 9: Mackenzie Long, Charlie Eagles &
Ksenija Pavlovska. Well done!

SPANISH
MFL
by Mr Howell
by Mrs Davis

As I write this, the sun is shining and I am smiling about the strength and resilience of our school
community. I think that the school's mantra of 'knowledge, determination and love' is never truer despite the current difficulties, the students continue to learn, push through the daily challenges
and are doing so with a loving family and school community around them.
The learning of another language is often something that parents tell me they 'couldn't do' - well,
I'm hoping that, through the process of guiding your sons and daughters through their home
learning, you will see that it is possible after all - and that you might learn something along the way
also!
This term, students have worked to an exceptional level across the department, and have proven
that learning languages remains difficult, but is incredibly fulfilling; we encourage the making of
mistakes, as long as they are reflected upon and help them to improve.
In Year 7, students have been learning how to
talk about school: describing their subjects,
giving opinions about them - and even
describing their teachers. I certainly regretted
telling them they could say whatever they
wanted about me, as long as it were in perfect
Spanish! I have never seen the word 'tonto'
written in so many books at the same time!!
After this, we moved onto describing others (so
that we could deflect the attention towards
their families and friends!) - they have covered
describing hair, eyes, physique and character.
Sorry in advance if they use this against you!

In Year 8, students started by covering some
very 'usable' language, namely learning about
food and drink, particularly focusing on the
customs of Mexico (the largest Spanishspeaking country, didn't you know?!). They
engaged in mock restaurant conversations,
playing the roles of both server and
customer.
After this, they moved onto
making social plans with others - inviting
people to go out, giving excuses (e.g. No way!),
and if agreeing, then deciding on where to
meet and when. I am hopeful that this type of
learning is hugely practical and will serve
them well in life beyond the walls of CHS.

In Year 9, students spent time looking at the cross-curricular topic of keeping fit and healthy.
They explained what one must do and what they themselves do to remain active and maintain a
healthy lifestyle and diet. This, as I'm sure you will all agree, is even more relevant in the current
climate. After this, they moved on to discussing civil rights - yes, civil rights!! They looked into
the lives of children and adults in South America, what their domestic situations are like, and
what rights they have in terms of education, work and general liberties. It was fascinating to see
the students sometimes in shock about how different life can be in our 'civilized' world - and this
all contributes to their wider, cultural understanding of life beyond their own.

I am hugely proud of our CHS students and how they are communicating in another language - I
call it having a superpower! They are becoming culturally-rich, through their understanding of
other countries, food, music, history and identities. This is what I believe will help build them into
young people that are ready to head out into this vast world - informed, smart and aware.

FRENCH
MFL
by Mrs Davis & Miss Hernandez Cano
by Mrs Davis

It has been a very busy and high motivating
term for the French students at CHS! I am glad
to report that the year 7 and 8 French students
have impressed me with their huge effort and
determination mastering French language
skills. The CHS French students keep inspiring
me by their strong motivation to excel and to
do it well. They are all rising to the challenge
and developing a love for French.
Our year 7 students have been learning how to
describe their favourite free time activities
showing me their wonderful speaking skills;
they all love sharing the dialogues created with
their partner to the rest of the class and to
improve their pronunciation. Back from half
term holidays, the students demonstrated an
admirable mastery of irregular verbs, especially
the verb “aller” thanks to the song “Je vais, tu
vas...” The students loved it and since then they
ask me to play the song at the end of every
lesson. They learnt it by heart! It is such a
precious and fruitful thing to see them enjoying
the learning.
The year 8 French students have spent the term
learning how to describe their homes and
about French food. It was really fun and
interesting to hear the different crepes recipes
the students made up in one lesson. I really
enjoy their determination to show their best to
the rest of the class and it is really fruitful to see
how much they enjoy my “whiteboard
challenges”, they all try their best to get a
French good note. I am extremely pleased to
report that I have notice a huge improvement
in my year 8 French classes.

The year 9 Students in French have certainly
shown Knowledge, Determination and Love in
their French lessons this term! We have focused
on developing the three key skills and topics
which they will take forward with them into
their GCSE course. Talking about their future
careers and jobs in French coincided well with
their Options process and deciding on their
Fitness resolutions after Christmas was also well
timed. They have also been practising how to
arrange to go out with friends and how to
describe what they do outside – I am sure they
will relish talking about this when they are back
in school with us! The French classrooms are
very quiet but the corridors in MFL have
changed a lot recently – everyone will be very
impressed by how colourful they have become!
We wish you all the best over this difficult
period and look forward to continuing to work
together!

HISTORY
by Mrs Fagent

Normally when I write these messages to you I am able to comment on the fact that the sun is
shining. Today rather aptly there is a slight fog hanging over Chertsey which is I think reflective of
the sombre feeling of uncertainty that hangs over our nation at present.
Against this back drop of uncertainty the students in History have been an utter delight and source
of inspiration as a teacher. The year 7 and 8 groups have started the term reflecting on how to
develop their ability to recall, analyse and write as historians following on from my feedback on
their end of Unit assessments. What is inspiring is the students desire to always improve, showing a
real determination in their quest to extend their subject knowledge.
The Year 7’s have just commenced examining the role of the Church in Medieval England with a
view to examining how the Monarchy and State will clash, a theme that we will constantly be
referencing as we progress with years 7 and 8 learning. The learning of what happened to Thomas
Becket and why has invoked a curiosity and ability to analyse primary and Secondary Sources in
depth. As part of our National Curriculum it is a suggested practise that students undertake a local
history study. It is for this reason that while we adjust to our different circumstances I have set the
year 7 students the opportunity to carry out independent project work on what it was like to be a
peasant in Medieval Times linking it in with living in Chertsey. I hope that the students really enjoy
this aspect of their learning, please do not hesitate to contact me if you want to discuss any aspect
of this project further.
Our Year 8 students have just started learning about the Stuart period in history looking firstly at
the personality of my favourite monarch James I. My love of learning about James goes back to my
school days and my old History teachers ability to do his impression of this much maligned king.
The Gunpowder Plot has fascinated the students particularly when looking at the idea that in their
time the plotters were very much regarded as “terrorists”. Equally the idea that the plotters may
have been framed involves the students examining a range of sources to assess the validity of this
idea.
Over the next weeks I will be setting learning on the Pilgrim Fathers so important in learning about
the development of America. Chronologically we will then examine how the power balance
between Parliament and the Monarch, Charles I, shifts toward the outbreak of Civil War and the
subsequent commencement of the Protectorate.
Year 9 students have been engaged in assessing the extent to which Suffragettes resorted to acts
of terror to achieve their aims. The quality of the verbal and written work on this subject has been a
privilege to witness. We are now examining the Inter war years and in particular examining how
Hitler in a time of uncertainty and Depression was able to rise to power. Time will the be spent
examining how Hitler was able to assert his absolute control over Germany using a range of
sources. It is my intent to then move on to teach the students about World War II. In todays
circumstance what will be appropriate will be their learning and understanding of what was life
was like on the Home Front.
I would also like say 'Thank you' to the fabulous Year 7 students who have emailed their History
Projects to me. Please continue to email where ever possible your project work. Year 8's I would
love to see more of your Gunpowder Plot news articles as soon as completed. Year 9's if you have
any questions regarding your work or would like my feedback please email me.

GEOGRAPHY
by Miss Castle-Smith

“The study of geography is about more than just
memorising places on a map. It’s about
understanding the complexity of the world.”
Through studying Geography this term, the
students have been deepening their knowledge
and understanding of our Earth. Students have
learnt how to identify places, but also been able
to describe and explain natural processes and
assess the impacts of humans with specific
examples in our world. Alongside this, we had
globe games, river conflict games, live mapping
of geography and animations of different
processes affecting our environment. Thank you
for the amazing effort from the students this
term, Mrs Munnik, Miss Gardner and I have
thoroughly enjoyed this term!
In Geography in year 7, students have been
learning about Weather and Climate. Students
were hugely involved in the active way of
showing how high and low pressure areas affect
the weather in our atmosphere – I saw dances,
diagrams, pair routines! Students really enjoyed
deepening their knowledge and being able to
apply to various storms (Storm Ciara and Storm
Denis) and consider how the weather
interconnects people and places today.
Students then moved on to studying Rivers and
there was a real focus on the River Ganges as a
case study.
In Geography, in year 8 students have been
studying Coasts. Students have developed their
knowledge on processes from Glaciers the last
term and considered the interconnections
between our population and our coastline.
Students then moved on to study Africa as a
topic. A big focus within the department has
been
applying
their
knowledge
and
understanding to real places through “flying” to
a country each lesson and through inquiry and
critical thinking, understanding how geography
relates to Africa.

From comparing the Biodiversity in Africa
through the Lion King or analysing conflicts in
Nigeria to looking at Development in Rwanda,
Ethiopia and Kenya, students really developed a
passion for Africa and will now never say “Africa
is one country” again!

Year 9 Geography has focused on a very relevant
topic of Climate Change and analysed the
evidence, human and physical causes and
diverse impacts of Climate Change. It was great
to see students developing their own opinions
and this topic promoted decision-making skills
that encouraged students to be curious and
critical thinkers! Then students moved on to
study
Development
and
learnt
what
development is and how it is managed. Then we
had some very active lessons where students
discovered how complex and dynamic the
world is as trying to find solutions to some of the
problems with global inequality. It has been
fantastic to see students challenging the idea of
development. We are currently looking at
globalisation and analysing how Starbucks,
McDonalds and Nike are a driving force behind
globalisation. We had debates about which
Transnational Corporations (TNCs) are more
successful (and their preferences!). This made
students realise the effect TNC has on them and
the world. In time, students will get the change
to design their own TNC in a project so it will
great to see what they come up with while
being creative!
Well done to all students, it has been a delight
and I think students have left this term thinking
“everything has to do with Geography!”

RELIGIOUS STUDIES
by Mr Hicks

Hello everyone, despite it being a very short time it certainly has
been an eventful one, so let me give you an update on what’s been
happening in RE at Chertsey High School.
Our lovely year 7s have been studying Christianity, and what it
means to be a Christian. There have been some real in-depth
discussion and scriptural study on how a Christian is expected to
act. Quite fittingly we focused a lot on stewardship, why Christians
should look after the world and everyone and everything in it. We’ve
also looked who Jesus was, and what he would have been like. This
lead to great debates on whether or not ‘The shroud of Turin’
actually depicts Jesus’ body after his crucifixion and burial! It really is
a fascinating piece to research and discuss and I certainly
encourage you to talk about it at home!
Our Year 8s looked at the idea of Martrydom, and whether or not
people can follow their example. The conversations ranged from St
Stephen all the way to Martin Luther King junior. It’s formed part of
their projects at home and I believed has highlighted some of the
sacrifices people have made for the good of the wider society. We
have also looked at Sikhism, and the students have thoroughly
enjoyed learning about another religion, after looking at Judaism in
the autumn term. Students have loved discussing the Sikhs, and
researching the 10 gurus. We’ve looked at many different aspects of
Sikh life, and how Sikhs practice their faith.
The year 9s have been looking at Christian beliefs and practices. It’s
been lovely to go through the annunciation stories with them,
particularly as they realised it forms the first half of the nativity plays
they would have put on at primary school! The students have really
enjoyed discussing the theological and philosophical aspects of
Christianity. It really has sparked some fascinating conversations
about the nature of belief and faith. It’s been fantastic to have some
really good examples of critical thinking and learning which will see
them in a great position for the GCSE courses starting in
September.
I can’t wait to get back as soon as we can to really continue and
build on a fantastic term!

PERFORMING ARTS
by Mr Hayter

The Performing Arts department have continued to work hard
this term with a range of curricular and extra-curricular
opportunities.
In drama, Year 7s began the new year looking at The Island,
using an expert of the mantle workshopping approach to
explore characterisation. This resulted in some fantastic
performances including dance routines, flashbacks and
exploring subtext. Next, students have explored the historical
genre of Commedia Dell’arte to explore how drama as
developed over time.
Year 8s started the Spring term exploring The Room, using drama to explore a story and use their
creative thinking and imagination skills: a visiting headteacher commented on the high-quality of
one of the classes work. Next students looked at Melodrama, another historical genre of theatre.
Students could draw upon their knowledge of Commedia Dell’arte from when they were in year 7 to
inform them. Students furthered their script-writing skills they have learnt in English and could
apply it to their performances. Year 9 began the term with a highly relatable and enjoyable topic in
Gangs. Students began to explore different types of staging and consider how alternative staging
allows for different interpretations. Next students began to look at the story of Blood Brothers,
exploring script writing skills and the technical aspects of costume and set design in a professional
setting. To complement the curriculum, students were due to see a performance of Blood Brothers
at Woking Theatre.
In music, Year 7s began the new year learning all about the keyboards
and explored major and minor keys with a performance of Tango
Argentino. Next, year 7s explored baroque music, exploring a range of
composers including Handel, Bach and Pachelbel, working towards a
paired performance of Pachelbel’s ‘Canon in D’. Year 8 started learning
about classical Hindustani music, composing their own ‘alap’ and ‘gat’
sections on the keyboard, exploring a range of scales and tonality. To
complement this, we were delighted to welcome Inspireworks to the
school for the first time to run an Indian drumming workshop. This
involved all students from year 8 to perform on authentic Indian drums
and perform Bhangra rhythms and dances, following on from their Indian
topic. Next, year 8 began to look at Jazz music, exploring a range of
complex rhythms and time signatures, performing Dave Brubeck’s ‘Take
5’ on the keyboard in pairs. Year 9s began the term exploring film music
and learning James Bond themes, identifying a range of key features of
film music including diegetic and non-diegetic music, mickey-mousing
and dissonance whilst composing their own music to fit with a James
Bond trailer. Next, students moved on to analysing at how music can be
arranged in different ways, before beginning their own arrangement of
Ben E King’s ‘Stand By Me’.

The end point of the extra-curricular opportunities would have been
the Spring concert, bringing together extra-curricular clubs in dance,
drama and music. The school’s drama club were due to perform their
interpretation of Shakespeare’s Pyramus and Thisbe. Auditions were
held at the start of the term and students worked incredibly hard to
learn their lines. The school’s VIAM choir were also due to perform at
the Wembley SSE Arena, but this has been postponed until a later
date. We cannot wait to perform as part of a 5,000 strong choir and I
know that the students will keep practising their songs and dance
moves hard from home. To hear our choir sing, check out this QR
code!

Performing Arts Extra Curricular Clubs this Term have been:
Dance

Drama

Music

Chertsey High Cheer

Drama Club

BSL Choir

Guitar Group

Dance Club

Step Up to GCSE

Choir

UkuleleGroup

VIAM Choir

Keyboard Club

String Group

I am yet again blown away by the determination and commitment of our students to throw
themselves whole-heartedly into everything we do and I cannot wait to see you all again (in the
non-too distant future I’m sure!) to pick up where we left off!

Music Lessons
Please remember the our music lessons are provided by
Open2Music.com. Students can still access lessons online via zoom,
so now is a perfect opportunity to learn an instrument! Remember,
you can receive a free taster session with no commitment
necessary to see whether or not the lessons are for you!

ART & DESIGN TECHNOLOGY
by Miss Sheen

We have had a brilliant Spring term in the Art
and Design Technology department. More
students have been able to explore the offer of
our full rotation subjects and we have nearly
taught every child in the school. Our students
have really enjoyed being able to take part in
new subjects and develop their skills within
them.
Year 9 have been able to study Graphics,
Photography and Food Technology this term.
In Graphics, students will be looking at creating
a poster to convey a given theme, developing
creative design skills, along with graphic
communication abilities. In Photography,
students have been looking at Architecture in
Art, and have been so lucky to have the new
building to explore and enjoy whilst looking at
examples of architecture. Finally, in Food
Technology
our
students
have
been
developing new cooking methods, alongside
looking at diets and culture.

@ArtandDTatCHS
(click on the icon to take you to our Art & DT page)

Year 8 have studied Art, Food Technology,
Resistant Materials, and Textiles. Their packed
timetable has allowed them to really become
engrossed in a range of skills and topic areas,
whilst delivering a broad curriculum across the
board. In Art, students have been looking at their
‘Culture and Identity’ jars in order to develop a
range of work. In Food Technology, students have
been looking at Food Science and getting to
make some brilliant foods! Resistant materials
has seen our students learning the skill of joinery,
making bookends as their final product. Last, and
by no means least, Textiles has been focusing on
their embroidery skills and design development
with their skulls.
Year 7 have been looking at Resistant Materials.
Art and Textiles and Food Technology. This has
enabled our students to get a taste of all of these
subjects and really understand the challenges
behind each one. We are so lucky to say that so
many of our students are sad when they move on
to their new rotation, which shows what
enthusiastic, and passionate students we have
here at CHS.
The following students deserve a shout out for
their superb performance in their creative
rotations this term… Scarlett N and Emir O in Year
7, Annabelle V and Ethan A in Year 8 and Titus L
and Holly F in Year 9. A special shout out to
Andrew M-H in Year 8 for his incredible
performance in Resistant Materials too.

At the start if the year we were asked to offer
some enrichment opportunities for our Year 8
extra-curricular day. During this day we had a
group of Year 8 students completing pottery
on our pottery wheels or increasing their
baking skills in the Food Technology room.
We had an absolutely brilliant day and were
so happy to have been able to spend some
more time with our students getting to
develop their skill-set further. We were also
able to take one trip this year to the Stitch
Festival in London. Some lucky Year 8s and 9s
were taken to the Stitch Festival to explore
fabrics, techniques and to be fully immersed
in the Textiles world.
Our students were an absolute credit to
Chertsey High School and we couldn’t have
been prouder to take them away with us.
During these challenging times, the Art and
Design Technology department will be
setting some creative challenges for our
students. These challenges are aimed to get
your creative minds whirring, along with
proving some relief from staring at a
computer screen all day…
Keep your eye out on Show My Homework,
where all information will be posted in more
detail. The first challenge has been set by Miss
Sheen already… create a Rube Goldberg
machine.

Email your successes to Miss Sheen
please!

ICT
by Mrs Tack

Even though we have had a shorter Spring term,
the students have been mastering the skills they
learnt in Autumn term as well as experiencing
lots of new and different software programs in
ICT:
Year 7’s have been practising their mixing skills
with music, using the Audacity software which
has included
adding a drum beat to their
musical masterpiece.
Year 8’s have been studying all about
‘Colossus,’ the first computer. A movie and
popcorn night was held to watch the ‘The
Imitation Game,’ to show the students how
‘Colossus’ shortened the Second World War by
more than 2 years, saving millions of lives.
They have also been looking at the hardware
of a computer and how each part works.
Year 9’s have been getting to grips with some
basic programming and problem-solving skills .
The look of satisfaction on the students faces,
when they have completed a level of
programming, shows that they really enjoyed a
challenge!

Coding Club
The coding club has gone from strength to strength. The students have been creating some
amazing games using Scratch Online. Once again Thank you Mr Notley for coming in on a Friday to
run the coding club.

Show My Homework
On SMHW, I have added some fun websites for the students to practise their programming skills,
whilst they aren’t in school. The students can go onto them for free.

SEND DEPARTMENT
by Miss Brazier

We have been working hard supporting all the students on the SEND register in the classroom
and now, even though we are not in school, we are updating all our files so that we will be in the
most up to date place to support you when we are back. Your keyworker will be in touch with
some questions to update your one page profile which will help us complete your SEND support
arrangements document which we will be sending out to parents in due course. These support
arrangements will be live documents with outcomes that we will be reviewing termly with parents
and will be a three way process between school, student and parents/carers.
Interventions have been very successful with catch up maths, reading and SPaG running from
October to December with incredibly positive outcomes as well as English PEA interventions;
punctuation interventions; maths times tables interventions; ELSA 1:1s; ELSA groups for anger
management, self-esteem, social skills, emotions; and reading to Salesian 6th formers intervention.
Thank you to all the students who have been attending these interventions for your hard work and
focus, to the staff running these interventions and the Salesian 6th formers for their time and
dedication.
We are so impressed to hear the lovely stories of how you are coping with this unsettling time at
home and how you are tackling your home learning from students wearing their school shirt,
blazer and tie with their pyjama bottoms to reading whilst on an exercise bike to cover 2 subjects
at once! If you could get someone to take a picture of you whilst you are finding unique ways to
study whilst at home and you wouldn’t mind it going in the next newsletter please send them into
me at braziers@chertseyhighschool.co.uk
Unfortunately our proposed ASD network meeting scheduled for Thursday 2nd April has been
postponed; further details to follow. We will also be facilitating groups for parents of children with
ADHD as well as families with adopted children when we are back on site. Thank you for your
patience with this.
If you would like to do some extra colouring for some mindfulness activities there are lots of
colouring apps out there e.g. https://www.online-coloring.com/ ; https://www.thecolor.com/
The ELSA website has some lovely activities too https://www.elsa-support.co.uk/category/freeresources/
For all students with ASD at this unsettling time please do go to the National Autistic Society
webpage which has lots of help and suggestions for those who are struggling
https://www.autism.org.uk/services/helplines/coronavirus/resources/helpful-resources.aspx

Connect
Talk & Listen.
Be there.
Feel connected.

Keep
Learning

Be Active

Embrace new
experiences.
See opportunities.

Enjoy what you do.

Surprise yourself.

Move your mood.

Do what you can.

Give to
Others

Your Time.
Your Words.
Your Presents.

Your
Kindness.

Mindfulness
Remember the
simple things that
gives you joy.

END OF TERM CERTIFICATES

Year 7 Subject Champions
Congrats!

Congrats!

FLYNN
PORTER

SARAH
ALI

for excellent effort and progress
in

for excellent effort and progress

Art & DT

in

Spanish

HARMONY
PAGE

Congrats!
LUCAS
VISRAM

ALFIE
SEWELL

for excellent effort and progress

for excellent effort and progress

for excellent effort and progress

Congrats!

in

ICT

Congrats!
OLIVER
KIRKBRIDE
for excellent effort and progress
in

in

Science

Congrats!

in

Religious Studies

Congrats!

Congrats!

MARLEY
MERRELL

SHREYA
VENTAKA

for excellent effort and progress

PSHE

in

for excellent effort and progress

PE

in

Music

Congrats!

Congrats!

Congrats!

ROSE
FAIRWAY

LELAND
SHAW

RISHIKA
CHOPRA

for excellent effort and progress

for excellent effort and progress

for excellent effort and progress

in

Maths

in

History

Congrats!

Congrats!

DAN
WOODS

JOSHUA
DITTON

for excellent effort and progress

for excellent effort and progress

in

French

in

English

in

Geography

Congrats!
GEORGE
GILBEY
for excellent effort and progress
in

Drama

Congrats!

Congrats!

Congrats!

AVINASH
MAINI

COURTNEY
GUY

EMA
STOYANOVA

for always show CHS values

for showing CHS values

for always showing CHS values

Knowledge

Love

Determination

Congrats!

Congrats!

JADEN
DHANJWANT

NEVE
NILAND

Head of Year Award

Headteacher Award

(Student of the Term)

(Student of the Term)

Year 8 Subject Champions
Congrats!

Congrats!

Congrats!

SARRINAH
AHMED

EMILY
HUGHES

TILLIE
REDPARTH

for consistently working hard in

for consistently working hard in

Religious Studies

Maths

Congrats!

Congrats!

Congrats!

RHYS
TUDOR

SKYE
TRAN

ARYAN
VISROLIA

for great work on Pixel Art in

ICT

for always being incredibly
hardworking and a star in

for brilliant behaviour and always
striving for perfection in

French

Spanish

for excellent effort and progress
every

Geography

lesson

Congrats!

Congrats!

Congrats!

STEPHANIE
DAVEY

ERIN
HAWKINS

FREDDIE
BACHMANN

for excellent assessment in Indian

for positive attitude and

Music

determination in

PE

for sustained effort and an
outstanding assessment in

History

Congrats!

Congrats!

Congrats!

DOLLY
MCEWEN

DENIS
MATAJ

LYNETTE
NYATHI

for channeling all of her energy into
positive learning in

Science

Head of Year Award

Headteacher Award

(Student of the Term)

(Student of the Term)

Year 9 Subject Champions
Congrats!

Congrats!

LIBBY
REYNOLDS

LUKE
HART

for always being positive and

for showing determination and a

determined in

PE

positive attitude in

PE

Congrats!

Congrats!

MATT
COOK

Congrats!

KAY
FOSTER

MEGAN
SKEATS

for following instructions and so
fabulous answers in the

ICT

Great attitude to learning in

ICT

shown commitment in lessons and

class
made great progress in

Music

MACKENZIE
LONG

Congrats!
CHARLOTTE
TEWKESBURY

ALFIE
TURNER

for performance out of this world in

for pushing herself hard, every single

for listening and focussing to every

Congrats!

Drama

DT

Congrats!
SIAN ADAMSREGNERUS
for their determination to improve their
confidence and range in

French

lesson

Congrats!

word in every

Spanish

lesson

Congrats!

Congrats!

SUMMER
RAJA

WILL
EVANS

for sustained effort and an outstanding
assessment in

Religious Studies

for constantly working hard and developing
more confidence in

Geography

Congrats!

Congrats!

Congrats!

JACK
PERRY

LILY
O'HANLON

KSENIJA
PAVLOVSKA

for showing excellent problem

for channeling all of her energy into

for developing a positive mature
attitude to his learning in

History

solving skills in

Science

Congrats!

Congrats!

JAKE
BALDWIN

OSCAR
APPS

for excellent effort and progress
in

English

Head of Year Award
(Student of the Term)

positive learning in

Maths

Congrats!
JAIME DIMECHCAHILL
Headteacher Award
(Student of the Term)

GENERAL UPDATES
Community
by Mr Howell
A very special moment indeed.... Our Y9s used their last English lesson in school to write emotional
and uplifting letters to the elderly at The Grange Care home in Chertsey (see photo).
We were due to have our next bi-annual litter pick event at Gogmore Park on 25th April (photo of
our previous haul attached!). We hope to arrange another one for the autumn term. In the
meantime, when you are out and about for your daily dose of exercise, please see if you can (safely)
grab something to put in the bin - together, we can make the world of difference (2 metres apart!).
Please keep in touch with friends and neighbours, even if we can't currently socialise in the
traditional sense. If you know of anyone in particular need, please see the flyer from The Salvation
Army in Addlestone, on our website.

Careers
by Mrs Davis
At CHS we want to encourage all our students, and their parents and carers, to look towards a
positive future. This is an ideal time for students to research future careers and share with you at
home what they have found out. The resources attached are excellent in particular section 10
which gives a long list of possible websites for research. Sections 1,2,3 and 8 are also well worth a
look - Section 3 encourages students to debate important questions relating to employment
which will be a welcome break from online working. Please note that the resources were
produced for the Cornwall Careers Hub which means that some of them are not relevant for our
area. The Local Market Information attached provides accurate and very up-to-date background
on our region.
Please enjoy the resources and, as ever, let me have any feedback:
davisan@chertseyhighschool.co.uk
https://www.careershubcios.co.uk/
https://www.careershubcios.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/10-ways-to-achieve-careerseducation-at-home.pdf

Teacher Training
by Mr Hayter
Chertsey High School is proud to be working in partnership with SJB in Woking and Salesian
School in Chertsey offering training as part of Teach SouthEast SCITT. Teach SouthEast is an
Outstanding (Ofsted, 2018) provider of Initial Teacher Training (ITT) that works across a range of
secondary school subjects, and in the last 5 years they have trained almost 300 teachers, most of
whom are now employed in our partnership of schools. We currently work in partnership with 23
secondary schools in the area and we are passionate about providing high quality, school-based
Initial Teacher Training.
As part of our ongoing commitment to training, developing and retaining high quality teachers,
Chertsey High School has been involved in a range of activities to encourage people into teaching.
In addition to our day to day training, staff have been involved in a range of activities to help
support future teachers.
Mr. Hayter visited Oxford Brookes University to speak to their music undergraduates about
careers in music, with Mr. Hayter specifically discussing a career in teaching. Students were
interested in hearing about his journey from student into teaching and the different career
pathways within education.
Chertsey High School hosted a teaching taster day for 5 potential teachers as they explored a
typical school day at Chertsey High. The day included:
A presentation covering the different routes into Initial Teacher Training (ITT), what
Teach South East offers and how we differ from other providers followed by a question
and answer session.
A presentation on how to prepare for an interview lesson.
A learning walk with two members of the student leadership team.
The chance to observe 2 lessons.
Mrs. Browne and Mrs. Brazier have led sessions for teacher trainees leading a range of sessions
including SEN provision and pupil premium funding.
If you are interested in teaching, please contact Mr. Hayter at hayterm@chertseyhighschool.co.uk
and he will happily discuss any potential pathways and support with any relevant documentation
and applications.

NHS, Chat Health Text Service for 11 - 19 year olds
In this unprecedented and difficult time many people may be
feeling concerned and anxious.
Please see below a link to the ChatHealth Service provided by
the Surrey School Nursing Service.
https://childrenshealthsurrey.nhs.uk/ChatHealth

