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What an exciting term this has been, our 
students have not only grown in confidence 
but we are also extremely proud of the 
progress they have made since starting life at 
CHS.  

The New Year bought new beginnings in 
many ways, one of which was our latest 
addition to the Chertsey High Family when Mr 
Ball and his wife welcomed a healthy baby 
boy in February. We are eagerly anticipating 
our next addition to the family as I near my 
maternity leave in a couple of months. With 
this in mind, Mrs Bolton has already started 
her transition and is enjoying getting to know 
the students more each week.  

Teaching and Learning 
Review 

We invited Steve Williams (an Ofsted 
inspector) alongside Chris Goodall (Assistant 
Headteacher at Epsom and Ewell High 
School) to carry out a Teaching and Learning 
review on 9th March. Seven part-lessons were 
observed, documentation was scrutinised and 
discussions were held with teachers, students 
and governors.  
 

I am delighted to inform you that we received 
a glowing report from Mr Williams. He 
responded with the following: “Behaviour is 
excellent. Expectations are high, both in 
terms of behaviour around the school and also 
in terms of the response of pupils to their 

work in the classroom. There is positive ethos 
in lessons because of teachers’ high 

expectations and their positive 
encouragement, rewarding success in all 
aspects of school life. Teachers and teaching 
assistants inculcate a high level of confidence 
and resilience in pupils and some of the more 
vulnerable pupils in some of the lessons seen 
were extremely well supported by their 
teachers, who succeeded in visibly raising 
their confidence level”. 
We could not be more proud of our students 
and the journey they have been on since 
September. Our values of knowledge; 
determination and love evidently forms the 
basis of our philosophy at CHS and this was 
reflected throughout the report. 

Well done to all! 

Information Evening 

In order not to overload families with too 
many parent events, we decided at the start 
of the year that we will only have one Parent 
Information Evening and 2 Parent Evenings a 
year. These 3 events will always be 
compulsory as they form a critical part of your 
child’s success at secondary school. 

I am confident those parents who attended 
the Parent Information evening on the 22nd 
March will agree with me that it was an 
extremely useful event with some interesting 
and thought provoking strategies which we 
can use to help support our young pupils 
during the start of their teenage years.  

Spring is in the Air! 
by Mrs Munnik 
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Without giving too much away, I know that 
the re-run of the evening on the 26th April will 
be equally as successful.  

Hygiene 

We can all agree that good personal hygiene 
plays a critical role in promoting a positive 
self-image. All of our students benefit 
tremendously from good hygiene as it raises 
their confidence and makes them feel good 
about themselves.  

Increased confidence makes it easier for them 
to overcome the challenges that they 
encounter both in and outside of school. 
Washing and bathing regularly go a long way 
to stop the transmission of bacteria and 
viruses that are on the skin. More importantly, 
it helps to promote healthy personal 
relationships. 

Odours that permeate from unwashed skin 
and clothes create another barrier for our 
students to overcome as most people will 
distance themselves from them. Coming to 
school with a clean body and clothes removes 
this barrier and builds confidence to promote 
lasting friendships.  

We therefore would like to encourage parents 
to take time over the Easter holiday to 
promote healthy hygiene with your child at 
home and if you wish to do so, please send 
your son / daughter to school with a roll-on 
deodorant, especially on PE days.  Please note 
that due to a high number of asthmatic 
students in the school we can only accept roll-
on deodorant and not spray deodorant.   
 

Autism Walk 

Chertsey High School and Phillip 
Southcote joined forces during the 
week of 19th – 27th March to walk 1K 
each day in support of the National 
Autistic Society. Between our two 
schools, we had more than 70 young 
people who committed their time and 
energy towards this event, which for 
many (pupils and staff!!!) has been a 
great physical challenge.  

In keeping with the ‘7’ theme we have 
successfully raised our target of £700!  

This fundraising will make a huge 
difference to the lives of over 700,000 
autistic people. The National Autistic 

Society are here to transform lives, challenge 
perceptions and build a society that works for 
autistic people – All the money we raised did 
just that! 

In addition to raising money, we had great fun 
and build lasting links and relationships in our 
community.  

 A big thank you to everyone who donated 
and supported the school through this great 
cause.

This term the students have covered two 
topics:  firstly, Commedia Dell'Arte, secondly, 
The Island.  Commedia Dell'Arte originates in 
the 1500s in Italy - it is an over-the-top, stock 
character-based style of performance, based 
around improvised comedy sketches that 
mock human failings.  For example, 
Pantalone is a mean old man, with a hunched 
back and a grumpy face, who rarely parts with 
any money or shows affection for those close 
to him; Harlequin is the joker/servant - he is 
friends with everyone (apart from Pantalone) 
and is an incredibly mischievous, energetic 
imp.  These are two of the stock characters 
that went on to influence an art form that we 
know and love - Pantomime. 

The Island was a module that asked the 
students to imagine signing-up to an 
exploration trip to a remote, previously 
unexplored island off the coast of 
Africa.  They all chose a character that would 
be well-suited to the trip - but when they got  

 

there they ran into natives/tribal folk!  This led 
to human sacrifices and a rapid departure for 
the survivors.  They hadn't anticipated 
stowaways though - and the natives ended up 
being interviewed on UK television.  This 
module saw the students playing multiple 
characters - and it really took them out of 
their comfort zones!  (I was also quite 
concerned about how many of them felt right 
at home playing wild creatures!) 

I have also appointed two subject champions 
for Drama, as follows:  

Daniel Wilkins 

Brooke Woods 

  

Drama 
by Mr Howell 
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It’s been another brilliant half term in English 
as the pupils have been busy developing their 
Language skills. They have compared and 
analysed a range of texts and also created 
their own written pieces.  I have greatly 
enjoyed reading all their argumentative 
pieces! 

Next half term, the pupils will immerse 
themselves in poetry and explore a range of 
poems about nature.  I am sure that we will 
have some wonderful interpretations. 

Finally, I would like to give a special mention 
to the very creative pupils that entered the 
500 words competition.  They have been 
given a certificate to reward their efforts but I 
can’t wait to hear the final results!   

What a fantastic first 2 terms it has been for 
our amazing CHS mathematicians! I have 
been so impressed with the number of 
students who are still wearing a huge smile in 
maths lessons during this last week of term, 
despite being exhausted and ready for a well-
deserved break.  

In the Autumn term we had the Area Maths 
Challenge, hosted by Sir William Perkins’s 
School. CHS was represented by a superbly 
talented trio: Seb Slodek, Becca Lemon and 
Mae Pender-Grieb. We were up against all of 
the private and state schools in the area, so 
there was some very tough competition. Seb, 
Becca and Mae were able to use their problem 
solving and teamwork skills to help them to 
tackle three very challenging problems and 
their efforts were rewarded with a second 
place finish. What a fantastic achievement! 

 

A couple of weeks after the Maths Challenge, 
120 excited CHS students went to Legoland to 
take part in a Computer Design and Control 
workshop. The workshop gave students the 
opportunity to apply some of their maths 
problem solving skills to build and de-bug 
programmes and gave them an insight into 
how robots are used in Legoland and in 
everyday life. When students were not taking 
part in the workshop, they were able to 
explore the fantastic facilities Legoland has to 
offer. Wilberforce were the most successful 
tutor group of the day as they managed to 
acquire 7 human-sized donuts! The students 
wore their CHS uniform around Legoland with 
pride and it was great to see them having so 
much fun in the park and so engaged in the 
workshop. 

Next term (on 26th April) 60 CHS students will 
be taking part in the UK Junior Maths 
Challenge. This is a problem-solving based 
challenge and our students will be competing 
against year 7 and 8 students across all of the  

 
UK. I look forward to seeing the students put 
their problem solving skills in action and 
achieve some great results! 

To finish I would like to remind everyone of all 
the winners of the Mathematician of the 
Week award: Alex Fenner-Melham, Maddy 
Pink, Brooke Woods, Ocean Beach, Alfie 
Turner, Anita Kciku, Nevan Malton, Camaron 
Wilde, Lola Yates, Joseph Traylen, Jessica 
Parish and Lilly Rowe. Well done all. 

 

  

English 
by Miss Fitzpatrick 

Maths 
by Miss Thompson 
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Easter message from the Humanities 
department. 

As I sit at my desk with the sun now shining 
but with a bitter and cold wind I find it hard to 
believe that we are now two thirds of the way 
through our first year. Teaching our students 
continues to be a pleasure and a joy, more so 
as they have this term risen to every challenge 
set with a real sense of determination and joy. 

In Geography we have moved away from the 
Amazonian Rainforest and have spent the 
term looking at Population. We have looked 
at such terms as population density, random, 
even and clustering. We have embraced 
Demographic Transition models and 
Population Pyramids and with this started to 
get an understanding of what impacts on a 
country’s social and economic development. 
In the last two weeks we have been studying 
China. The student’s enthusiasm and 
understanding of the learning has been a 
pleasure to be a part of. 

In History we have been immersed in looking 
at William the Conqueror and with this his 
bringing of Castles to England. The students 
are to be commended for the ingenuity, 
variety and just fabulous enthusiasm with 
which they took on the task of making and 
then explaining the key features and purpose 

of Motte and Bailey Castles. My room is filled 
with these Castles and everyone who visits 
comments on the fantastic effort made by the 
students in creating the models.  

Religious Studies this last term has focused on 
gaining a greater understanding of Jesus, in 
terms of what he did in his life, his impact on 
others and on the Resurrection. The students 

took part in looking at the Turin Shroud and 
various pieces of evidence to make their 
assessment as to the validity of the shroud in 
looking at the story of Jesus. 

I hope that you have a restful and joyful Easter 
break. 

What a term it has been in music!  

Students have been consolidating their 
keyboard skills by investigating major and 
minor keys. Students have demonstrated 
fantastic skills, particularly in regards to 
technique, and will be in a great position when 
we return to them later in the year. Next, the 
students had the opportunity to create 

African music, looking specifically at how 
polyrhythms and call and response can be 
used as they created their own African piece 
of music. Students particularly enjoyed this 
topic and the opportunity to perform to their 
classes.  

Please may I take this opportunity to remind 
you that the school does offer peripatetic 
lessons provided by open2music.com. At the 
moment we have lessons in singing, piano, 
guitar and drums, but can offer other 
instruments subject to demand. 

Secondly, Chertsey High School students 
have been invited to attend a FREE musical 
workshop at the Magna Carta School on 
Saturday 19th May 2018. The event is open to 
students in school years 2 to 13, regardless of  

prior musical experience. Places are first 
come, first serve, so if you are interested 
please act swiftly!  

More information is available at 
www.northsurreymusicnetwork.co.uk. 

Thank you for your ongoing support for 
music. 

This term has been intensive and high-
achieving in MFL at CHS!  The students are 
now really used to the GCSE-style 
assessments each half term, and are really 
good at independently revising and practising 
their target language.  I have rolled-out a 
online programme which supports their 
learning - and the game element of this is 
naturally quite popular!  The topics we have 
studied are as follows: 

French: Free time activities and my local area 

Spanish: School and describing ourselves / 
family members 

I have also appointed two subject champions 
for MFL as follows: 

French: Mackenzie Long 

Spanish: Kearah Duhaney-Simms 

Humanities 
by Mrs Fagent 

Music 
by Mr Hayter Modern Foreign 

Languages 
by Mr Howell 

https://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=https://lookaside.fbsbx.com/lookaside/crawler/media/?media_id%3D1055062661314283&imgrefurl=https://en-gb.facebook.com/ChertseyHighSchool/&docid=VrL2FhHEDcW9pM&tbnid=6B6d5UOFKiYdWM:&vet=10ahUKEwj56KbQwI7aAhWpIcAKHTeEBaQQMwhyKDQwNA..i&w=960&h=960&safe=strict&bih=911&biw=1920&q=chertsey high school&ved=0ahUKEwj56KbQwI7aAhWpIcAKHTeEBaQQMwhyKDQwNA&iact=mrc&uact=8
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjWwpOWqIraAhUFvhQKHSvBBakQjRx6BAgAEAU&url=https://www.blazersedge.com/2009/9/17/1034958/spain-vs-france-gameday-open-thread&psig=AOvVaw2hiRji2x6R6Dfx8ZYXA8q7&ust=1522164857314016
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As you will have seen over the last few weeks, our contractors KIER have started work on site. The site has been secured and the 
remainder of the existing building that we are not using has now been completely evacuated. Starting this week the contractors 
will be removing the tarmac from the existing car park in order to commence on the various archaeological surveys that need to be 
completed before demolition work can commence.  
 
I am now meeting with the project team on a regular basis and have been greatly encouraged by the progress they are making now 
that they have started. During our first client engagement meeting they mapped out an overview of the project as laid out below: 

 April 2018 – Installation of delivery roads, archaeological dig, installation of attenuation tanks, asbestos removal 

 May 2018 – Crane mat instillation, stripping out of existing building, demolition of building 

 June 2018 – Building slab removal, groundwork completion 

 July 2018 – Foundations laid 

 September 2018 – Erection of steel frame 

 November 2018 – Fitting of external cladding 

 January 2019 – Internal fitting out 
 May 2019 – External landscaping 

 June 2019 – Construction of new entrance 

 August 2019 – Completion of new build 

 September 2019 – Demolition of temporary accommodation, completion of landscaping 

Needless to say, this programme leaves little margin for unforeseen delays and we have discussed contingency plans but the project 
team are confident at this point that the building will be delivered on schedule. As promised, I will keep you updated on a monthly 
basis. 

 

With all best wishes for a Happy Easter and a restful holiday. 

 
  

Building Update 
by Mr Kibble,  Executive Headteacher 
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With the arrival of the “Beast from the East” on Wednesday 28th 
February, it would have been an opportunity missed not to have 
challenged the students with some fun in the snow! Special thanks to Mr 
Kibble who provided us with a delicious lunch and even doughnuts for 
dessert! 

 

Reasons why we stay open in the snow 

 Education is important 

 There is no reason not to when the staff are all here, the heating is 

on, the site is safe and the roads are clear 

 How can we tell you that attendance is important and then shut 

the school? 

 We’re trying to teach the children to be resilient. 

 When schools close it has a knock on effect on parents and their 

places of work 

 We like to stand out from the crowd at Chertsey High 

 The children have really enjoyed the in-school snow day! 

Thank you to all those parents who supported us by sending the children 
in. We were very sorry that the South West Trains forced our hand by 
stopping their service on Friday afternoon. 

 

Have you ever considered a career in teaching?  

Teach SouthEast is an initial teacher training provider, guided by the 
commitment to doing not only what is right for our students, but also for 
our trainees. We offer courses to those wanting to become the teachers 
of the future. We deliver high quality, bespoke school centred initial 
teacher training (ITT) programmes for aspiring Secondary School 
teachers across the South East of England.  

Led by two ‘outstanding’ schools, Salesian School in Chertsey and Saint 
John the Baptist School in Woking, we are passionate about training and 
developing in the outstanding teachers of tomorrow. 

 

We offer our Trainees the unique opportunity to be part of a large 
enough cohort that you will have a wealth of opportunity to work with 
others training in the same school or subject alongside the chance to be 
given a personalised training year and be supported by a team of 
outstanding teachers who are working in the classroom as well as 
running our SCITT. 

We firmly believe that the best place to train teachers effectively, in this 
complex but incredibly rewarding career, is in schools and our close links 
within our partnership provide trainees with a broad spectrum of 
experiences. 

If you are a graduate, either coming straight from university or looking 
for a career change, please contact me to find out more 

jhawkins@salesian.surrey.sch.uk or visit our website 
www.teachsoutheast.co.uk  

 

Finally… 
We would not have had such a successful term this without the 
continued support from our parents and students and would like to take 
this opportunity to wish you a restful and blessed Easter. We look 
forward to welcome our Year 7’s back on Monday 16th April. 

 

 

Teacher Training 
by Joanne Hawkins – Teach SouthEast 

 

Winter Wonderland 

` 
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