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SUMMER NEWSLETTER
Department updates for the parents of Chertsey High School

School start dates:
Year 7 - Friday 6 September
Year 8/9 - Monday 9 September

Recycle your CHS school uniform
Donate any items by dropping them in to
your Head Of Year in September.

By Mrs Munnik
Firstly, can I thank you all for your continued support
for the school. I have enjoyed meeting so many of you
throughout the year and parents’ evenings have been
extremely well-attended with over 90% of parents
joining us each time. This is a record high and I thank
you for working in partnership with us to ensure that
your child fosters a love for learning. A big thank you
to all parents for taking part in our annual parent
survey, your feedback will continue to help us grow
and develop as a school.

END OF YEAR
CELEBRATION!
As we come to the end
of our second year as
Chertsey High School, it
is a good time to reflect
on
what
we
have
achieved, to update you
on
some
important
changes and to look
forward to an even more
successful 2019-2020!

Without us working together we would not
have achieved so much. Below are some of
the key achievements of the year, however
there are many more! I was delighted to see
that our students’ hard work paid off during our
end of year examinations and was extremely
proud of the resilience and determination
shown by our students during the exam period.
Our examination results yet again were
standardised and tested against our GLS
Assessment in English; Maths and Science.
Once again, our students demonstrated that
they are on track, if they continue their hard
work, to reach their flight paths by the time
they reach Year 11.
Over the course of the year we have been
immensely proud of the way in which students
have conducted themselves in lessons and
around the school. They have shown
extremely strong attitudes to learning
throughout the year and as a result, have
made significant gains in their learning. This
was echoed during our end of year review
which was carried out by Mr James Kibble and
the Senior Leadership team at Salesian
School. Mr Kibble wrote: “As a result of
harmonious relationships, high expectations
and rigorous procedures, student conduct is
impeccable throughout the school. The
standard of work in books is excellent.
Students clearly take pride in their work.
Whole school systems for raising achievement
are well-embedded. Pastoral care is a real
strength of the school and is evidenced in
assembly, lessons, student voice interviews
and general interactions between staff and
students.”

As we continue to grow, we have a number of
new staff joining us in September. We have
been fortunate enough to have a significant
number of our new colleagues working with us
throughout July in order to familiarise
themselves with the Chertsey High family and
the students. At Chertsey High, we recognise
the difference that an excellent teacher can
make to the education and life chances of our
students and I am delighted to say that all of
the colleagues joining us in September will
bring a great deal of expertise and passion.
As part of our focus on mental health and
wellbeing, we are introducing mindfulness
sessions as part of tutor time every morning.
This will include 10 minutes each morning,
focussing on breathing and relaxation
techniques. Crucially, these sessions can
lessen the anxiety, pain and anguish that
some of our students go through, but also
reduce their need for intensive support further
down the line. We know how vital it is to step
in early with support and to stop problems in
their tracks. In addition to this programme,
students will also take part in short information
sessions either with a specialist instructors or
trained teachers. All of our staff will receive
this training during our staff planning week
early in September.

We are also absolutely delighted to welcome to the family
our very first four-legged members of staff - Hamish and
Bear will join us in September as part of our dog-therapy
programme for students. This will provide our students with
therapeutic visits which will:
• Enhance the lives of our students by providing
companionship and friendship and helps to tackle
loneliness.
• Improve the lives of students suffering from debilitating
mental and physical health conditions and illnesses such as
Autism by including animal assisted interventions as part of
a holistic approach to treatment.
• Improve literacy in our students by developing their
confidence, interest and enjoyment in reading through our
read2dogs scheme.
As the new academic year approaches, we are extremely
excited not only to move into our new building but also to
continue with our journey towards excellence for the
students in Chertsey. Your partnership in this journey is so
very important and I look forward to continuing to work with
you and providing your son and daughter with an education
they can be proud of.
As we prepare to welcome our new Year 7 students we
have arranged a staggered start to the term as below. The
school will re-open to all students on Monday 9th
September.

Finally, I would like to wish you all a very happy, healthy and
safe summer break. We look forward to welcoming our
students back in September.
Have a great summer!
Mrs Z. Munnik

Great Job
By Miss Brazier

We are very proud to share the successes of the year 7s
and year 8s who have been working on their times tables
with Miss Caro and Mr Wroxley in our new intervention. All
students involved have made incredible progress and are
more confident with their multiplication due to their hard
work, determination and willingness to practice times tables.
A special mention goes out to Rhys Tudor who finished the
intervention with 100%! Well done to you all.

"If parents and
teachers work
together, we can
create a great
impact in our
student's lives."
- Mrs Munnik

MEET CHERTSEY HIGH SCHOOL'S

new friends
Hello my name is Hamish.
Hello my name is Hamish.
I am a seven month old cockerpoo.
I’m just a puppy so I need lots of
cuddles and walks.
My favourite food is anything.
I can’t wait to meet all the children at
CHS in September when my mummy
brings me in, I hope you will come
and visit me.

Hello my name is Bear.
Hello my name is Bear.
I am a two year old Poochon. I can’t
wait to meet all the children at
Certsey High School in September
2019.
I love gentle hugs, lots of walks and I
am a really good listener.
I love my special treats in my mummy
desk drawer. And above all, tummy
tickles... I really really love tummy
tickles.

Parent/Guardian Survey
Dear Parents/ Guardians. The results of this year's CHS Parent/Guardian Survey are in! An
overview of the findings can be found here:

Thank you for taking the time to provide us with your feedback. Please do keep in contact with
the school if you have any concerns or questions that you would like to ask.

Question 1: My child is happy at this school

Disagree
3%

Agree

Question 5: My child is taught well at this school

Disagree
2%

Disagree

Agree
97%

Agree
Disagree

Agree
98%

Teaching and Learning Review Thursday 4 July
By Mrs Davis
A team from Salesian School including Mr Kibble, Executive Headteacher and Mr Gower, Head of
School, carried out our termly T & L review on the 4th of July. The aim of the day was to review
the effectiveness of our teaching and learning since our last review in February, and provide the
leadership team with feedback as part of our cycle of continuous improvement which focusses as
always on achieving the best outcomes for all our students. The day was a great success – the
team praised the excellent behaviour for learning of all students, and the very positive
relationships between staff and students, which resulted in students making very good progress in
their lessons in line with what would be expected in a high achieving school. The high
expectations of staff and students were combined with a very caring atmosphere. As always,
there are targets to focus on which include developing the use of model answers and success
criteria in order to challenge all students in every lesson, and ensuring that all teachers are fully
up to date with new curricula in GCSE subjects as we move towards Options for our year 9
students. We would like to thank the team from Salesian School for carrying out the review, and
all our staff and students for their hard work on the day.
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Humanities
By Mrs Fagent

It is Friday morning, early and in
the background I can hear the
rumbling of the diggers working
on our new sports ground. It is
so early that as yet even the
students who arrive here earlier
by the day to play together at
table tennis have yet to disturb
the peace. I cannot believe that
two years has passed since we
first set foot on what I regard as
a glorious building. While I am
excited to move in to the new
building, as I sat and marked the
final set of year end history
papers at home last night it
reminded me of what a
privileged
and
incredible
learning journey I have been
allowed to be part of with our
amazing students.
Miss Ross has been engaged in
the most creative and thought
provoking subjects with our
students in Geography this term.
The Year 7’s have been
studying aptly for this country –
the
weather!.
They
have
become experts on high and low
air pressure and how that
impacts on the UK’s weather.
Additionally they have been
engaged
in
looking
at
Hurricanes. The students were
able to make links then back to
prior learning on Rainforests and
Deserts embracing GCSE work
with ease. The Year 8 students
have been engaged in debates
about Nuclear energy and what
most impressed Miss Ross was
the maturity and intelligence in
the
way
that
students
approached the learning.

The subject debated was “Is
Nuclear energy a safe form of
energy?” All students were
engaged but special praise must
go to Veronica for her insightful
and moving thoughts on the
matter. Charlie, Sam, Daniel,
Max and Alex were fabulous in
their roles and adjudicators in
the debate process. The
students are now engaged in
creating sustainable villages
using Bed Z as a template for
learning.

Miss Ross leaves us to return
to Salesian school, she has
been a fabulous teacher for our
students.
In Religious studies the Year 7’s
have been learning about
Buddhism and in particular this
last two weeks about Sangha
and the lives of Buddhist monks
and nuns. This is a life style so
far removed from that set
around Chertsey and the
courtyard that it has provoked
much discussion. One thing that
we share with Buddha as a
teaching is the importance of
community. The year 8 students
have just completed a scheme
of learning about Islam and
have commenced a look into
Hinduism. On my wall I have a
timeline of the six key religious
faiths and teaching Hinduism
marks the end of that religious
timeline journey. It has been a
thought provoking journey.

History with the year 7 students
has seen us come to the end of
the medieval timeline in History
concluding this year’s studies
with the Battle of Bosworth field
and the advent of a much
underrated monarch Henry VII.
We have been fascinated by the
Black Death and its impact on
the
local
community
in
Farnham.
The Year 8 students have
progressed so much in terms of
their ability to write with maturity
about complex issues such as
the causes of the English Civil
War. It has been a joy to teach
such a subject in depth and see
students be able to write at
length and with ease about this
and the difficulties faced by
those Puritans that left England
during the reign of James I. The
importance of teaching History
in such depth was illustrated on
the news this week when there
was much discussion about the
possibility that Parliament might
be
prorogued
–
linking
discussion back to the subject
we have been discussing at
length.
Thank you for sending the
students into school with such a
determination and desire to
learn, teaching has been a joy. I
look forward to next year albeit
in slightly different surroundings.
The students are now playing
table tennis a signal to stop and
prepare for the day.

Science
By Mr Corry
This
year
the
Science
Department have made a
concerted effort to spread
ourselves far and wide. We
have taken our Year 8
students to primary schools to
deliver workshops to Year 5
and 6 students, giving them
an introduction into secondary
school science lessons. We
have also taken students to
STEM events set at engaging
female students in STEM
careers and also the south
east meet of the Big Bang
Festival, where students have
collected more free pens than
they could possibly know what
to do with. However, the high
point of the year must be the
visit
we
received
from
the Science Museum in the

summer term, where all of our
students were astonished and
disgusted in equal measures by
the digestion and super cool
materials shows. The whole of
the science team are looking
forward to the start of our third
year and moving into the brand
new labs, which we have
already been told are ‘too
clean’ and will need a bit of the
Corry treatment. We are
pleased to announce three new
members to the department
Mrs Bromley, a

Biology specialist joining us
from Boulder academy in
Isleworth; Mrs Lisk, our new
technician
supporting
the
practical side of the curriculum;
and Mr Wroxley, who will be
training to become a science
teacher specialising in Physics.
We are extremely sad to be
waving
goodbye
to
Mrs
Donnachie, who will be joining
the
Art
and
Technology
departments full time as of
September. Goodbye Mummy
C. If anyone is feeling the urge
to get their science on over the
summer, please help us work
towards one of the biggest
questions in science now:
“When can I have a robot
butler?”

PE
By Mr Ball
For Sports day 2109 we were back at St Georges
Colleges fantastic athletics track!

Luckily we were

blessed with amazing weather so conditions were perfect
for Athletics. It was a phenomenal day and the level of
competition was very high. There were some incredible
performances with all competitions being extremely hard
fought. There was also huge participation rates and even
those who were not competing in a favoured event gave
their best for their team.

Overall we were incredibly

impressed with the guts and determination shown by
Chertsey High School students and there was also a
fantastic buzz of friendly competiton. Finally, Nightingale
triumphed as both Sports Day champions and also as
overall house champions 2019. All current year 7 and 8
Nightingale members will be attending their reward trip in
the Autumn.

French
By Mrs Davis

Spanish
By Mr Howell
AThe Spanish department has had an engaging
and hard-working term. Both year groups survived
the end of year exam cycle and responded really
well to feedback. In the Summer term, the Year 7s
have learnt how to say what's in their town, tell the
time, order food and drink and use the (dreaded)
near future tense! The Year 8s have learnt how to
talk about where they live, describe abd
compare
their
properties,
give
directions
and talk about holiday camps - use the past,
present and future tenses! Both year groups have
also completed project work on Spanish-speaking
countries
and
cities
and
most
recently have undertaken a complex speaking
activity, which has reviewed their knowledge gained
in the year.
I have never worked with such an enthusiastic
group of linguists before and it makes me smile
when I hear and see the Year 7s and 8s using a
language that the vast majority of them didn't know
a word of when they started with us. To say I am
deeply proud of them would be an understatement these students consistently embody our values of
Knowledge, Determination and Love every time that
they step into the Spanish classroom.
Enhorabuena y ¡hasta el próximo año! (Well done
and see you next year!)

The highlight of this term was
undoubtedly the year 8 trip to northern
France. The 28 students had a fantastic
time experiencing life in France for the
first time. We visited important historical
sites, lovely French towns and the
beautiful beach - the place voted most
interesting was the snail farm! Who
would have thought that the life cycle of
snails could be so fascinating! The
students behaved very well, and it was a
pleasure on the final day to see them
sitting around tables in groups, eating
together and chatting about their day!
The year 7 students ended a term of
hard work by delivering a speaking
presentation project on Francophone
countries. They spoke very impressively
and with lots of confidence. Their
challenge for next year is to cut down the
number of words on each slide! The
year 8 students are currently finishing
their speaking project based on the
wonderful French film Les Choristes - I
would suggest asking them about it or
even watching it with them.
I am very proud of what all our students
achieved in French this year. The
standard of their language is very high
indeed and improving all the time. A
l'annee prochaine!

English
By Miss Fitzpatrick
As the second year at our brilliant school
comes to an end, I can’t help but think about
the amazing journey that we have been on. I
have loved watching the pupils’ confidence
and enthusiasm for English grow! I was
particularly pleased to see their passion for
the novels that we studied during this half
term.

The Year 7 pupils studied ‘Private

Peaceful’ by Michael Morpurgo and this gave
them an insight into the experiences of a
soldier during the First World War. During this
time, Year 8 studied ‘Animal Farm’ by George
Orwell. The students loved considering how
Orwell skilfully reflected real life situations. It
was

great

to

see

them

tackle

such

challenging texts! A highlight of the year has
to be our trip to Shakespeare’s Globe in
London. We had a magnificent day

The day began with a guided tour of the
theatre and the pupils loved experiencing
what it was like to be a groundling. Next, they
demonstrated their acting skills by performing
some of his famous lines. In the afternoon,
we enjoyed two workshops. One focused on
Elizabethan clothing, while the other explored
how to stage a sword fighting scene. I was so
glad that these pupils had the opportunity to
experience the work of Shakespeare outside
of the classroom setting. I would also like to
take this opportunity to congratulate the latest
‘Star of the Half Term’ Samuel Ayres. He has
shown real grit and determination to
succeed! Well done Samuel! It has been a
marvellous year and I am so excited to see all
our pupils in our lovely new building. There
are exciting times ahead!

Maths
By Mr Fullick

The Maths Department has concluded a
great year with a challenge to the students
to apply their growing mathematical skills to
practical situations. Students across both
year groups have built their problem-solving
skills and mathematical curiosity in an
investigation project based around a
theoretical new school building. Our
teaching staff is thrilled with the students’
persistence and resilience towards tackling
a question without teacher-led instruction in
HOW to do it, their mathematical creativity
and their flexibility to find more than one
way to approach a problem. The pupils then
presented their favourite findings to their
class, demonstrating their blossoming oracy
skills. This has capped a term with some
very pleasing end of year exam results.
Earlier in the term three year 8 students
achieved the extraordinary and were
accepted into MENSA. There is no
compensation in the test for age and each
measured among the top 1% of the
population. The 13 pupils we entered
performed exceptionally well and we are
extremely proud of their achievements. We
hope to take the successful students Mensa
events and lectures next year.
Our students are not just excelling in
Mensa, but did extraordinarily well in the
Chertsey Area Maths Challenge earlier in
the year. We took a team of Year 7s and 8s
to the competition where they placed
second in a strong field of state & private
school entrants, despite facing unfamiliar
question styles in a difficult and stressful
timed contest.
In Spring, Year 7 responded to the Maths
Poster Competition with gusto. We received
entries educating and entertaining us about
a huge breadth of mathematics; some
expanding on topics already learnt, some

exploring wider areas of maths. The depth of
research undertaken by so many and the
creativitshown impressed the department. The
winning posters are displayed in the maths
cabinet and maths classroom and prizes were
awarded in assembly. However, Mr Fullick &
Ms Willoughby did note that none of the 10
winners shared their chocolate with them!
This year’s maths trip allowed 60 Year 7s to
enjoy a robotics and computing course at
Legoland. Seeing maths in practical settings is
important so that our students see where their
studies can take them in life. We have exciting
plans for trips for each year group next year that
will show maths in action in a range of careers,
from engineering and computing to financial
fields.
Beyond the classroom two maths clubs have
operated this year, allowing students to cover
the subject in greater breadth and depth. The
clubs explore maths beyond the current
curriculum, allowing pupils to collaborate,
investigate and challenge their teachers. The
extra-curricular environment means they can
feed their curiosity about the subject, practise
and apply their fundamental skills and build their
confidence to approach new problems. The
students
have
repeatedly
amazed
the
department with their efforts and discoveries.
Now we turn our attention to welcoming six new
Year 7 classes, beginning GCSE preparation for
Year 9 and enjoying the exciting facilities
available in our new maths classrooms. Have a
wonderful summer.

Drama
By Miss Jordan
Throughout this last half term, Year 7 have
also been testing their imaginations through
Whole Class in Role. This saw all the
students, including myself acting as though
we were within town meetings debating some
rather upsetting news; we had been axed
from the best town awards! Year 8 students
have been continuing to create some amazing
pieces of abstract work. With the focus being
on Greek Theatre and how to impact the
audiences senses, students have been
experimenting with audience positioning and
their own voices and surroundings to create
terrifying soundscapes.
On Tuesday 9th July, 20 students across both
year groups were offered an amazing
opportunity to come and watch Salesian’s
dress rehearsal of their summer production;
Bugsy Malone. The students especially loved
knowing that the amazing cast of the show
were the same age as themselves, filling
them with inspiration and awe!
All students had an amazing time as songs
were sang, splurge guns fired across the
stage and dancers coming down the aisles! It
has definitely excited students in preparation
for their very own musical next year in the
new building! Students even got to witness Mr
Hayter playing bass whilst Miss Cella
repeated the moves in the audience! A
fantastic afternoon was had by all, finished
with some Drama games in the sunshine, this
really was a fantastic way to end Drama and
Music at Chertsey High before the long
awaited summer holidays!

Music
By Mr Hayter
In this last half term students have managed
to sit their end of year tests which for the most
part were a huge success! Year 7 have
learned about music for dance, and have been
performing a passionate tango! Year 8 then
have learned all about blues music, learning
walking basslines and the twelve bar blues
chord progression.
This term has also been very exciting with the
opportunity to go and see our cousin school
Salesian perform their summer production of
Bugsy Malone. 30 students across both year
groups were invited to have a sneak preview
of the show during its final dress rehearsal
before opening night! It looked amazing and
got so many students excited for their own
performances to come with the new school!
The Performing Arts Department is an
amazing opportunity for students to increase
confidence, learn vital social skills and
explore
imaginations
and
creativity!
Unlike some other subjects, it’s hard to know
what your child gets up to in their Drama and
Music lessons, so @chertseyhighpa has
been created on Instagram for amazing work
and opportunities to be showcased!

Art
By Mrs O'Sullivan

CREATIVITY
YEAR 7

CHUCK CLOSE
Year 7 have been looking at Chuck Close this
term and the techniques he used to create his
vibrant portraits. Following on from the sweet
pastel
compositions,
they
have
been
developing their understanding about using a
grid to improve the accuracy of their drawing.

Next year….
In September we will be continuing portraiture
experimenting with surrealist styles with a
focus on Culture and Identity as an theme.
Chuck Close is known for his photorealist giant portraits. Due to illness he uses a wheelchair
and has poor eye sight, so uses the grid method to be able to work close to the painting,
creating abstract patterns in each box.

WALL OF FAME
BALIN MELVILLE 7ANE
Here, Balin has worked rigorously to create
his self-portrait, making small changes and
refining his work to make his portrait as
realistic as possible. He has been relentless
with his attitude and is really proving himself
to be a top artist, and showing off his creative
talent and skill!

BEST SKETCHBOOK WINNER!
AMELIE MORAHAN-FORSTER

THEME FOR NEXT YEAR IS….

URBAN VS NATURE

Mark Halliley

CREATIVITY
YEAR 8

Joshua Smith

Valery Koshloyakov

Year 8 have drawn inspiration from a variety of artists who use cardboard in their work. Such
as; Valery Koshloyakov, Joshua Smith and Mark Halliley. They have been working in groups
and independently evolving their project ideas from research to developing a final outcome.
Getting these skills right now will give them an advantage when studying any creative subject
at GCSE and beyond. They have been using an adapted assessment criteria to assess the
progress of their projects. We will continue to use this next year- this can be found on the
website

WALL OF FAME

YASMIN CHAN ; NATALIE CRUCERU; MACKENZIE LONG

ART CL UB

ART CLUB:
LANDSCAPE PAINTING AND MEDIA EXPERIMENTS
VIRGINIA WATER LAKE

AT

Last Wednesday we went to Virginia Water Lake to experience what it is like to paint
‘en plain air’ like the great masters. In the morning we experimented with some exciting
new media and techniques, then in the afternoon they produced a specialised piece
with a piece of writing to accompany their artwork. We look forward to more of this in
the new year, with all the nature right on our doorstep. Mrs O’Sullivan

Erin Hawkins

Mrs Donnachie

Nicole Wilkinson

Mia Mckeown

Stones and rocks tumble down, Sapling's and tress grow into mighty trees! But, water doesn’t always flow
down stream to make a magnificent waterfall, and trees don’t always grow to make history out of them. They
both make Knowledge, Determination, Love from how much care we put into them, The determination that we
gave to stag and it’s knowledge stays within. - By Erin Hawkins (Year 7)

Head of Year 7
By Mrs Smith
What an amazing year this has
been!
Not
only
have
we
welcomed a new Year 7 cohort
into the Chertsey High School
family, but I truly believe they
have embraced what Chertsey
High School stands for and have
flown the Chertsey High School
flag fantastically well.
I remember meeting our lovely
Year 7s when they were fearful,
anxious and wary. They had no
idea what to expect and knew
that the next year would be a
tough one. From the pressures
of having numerous teachers,
the homework demands and the
high school expectations, this
year was going to be a
challenge.
But what a success it has been!
Watching
each
and
every
student blossom and grow in a
variety of ways has filled me with
absolute pride. The biggest
change I have noticed has been
the emotional growth of the
students. They have faced their
challenges, both academically
and emotionally, and I can
proudly say that every student
has overcome their own personal
battles and have ended the year
as confident, enthusiastic and
charismatic young people. They
have understood what it means
to be resilient and independent
and are beginning to react to life
situations with maturity and
confidence.
It has also been amazing to see
the students become involved in
so many different aspects of the

Chertsey High School life, as we
want to inspire students outside
the classroom and give them the
life experiences and skills they
deserve. From the Legoland trip,
which
allowed
students
to
embrace their scientific curiosity,
to the Land and Wave trip, which
unleashed the students’ survival
instincts, each trip has shone a
light on the students of Year 7
and their amazing characters,
strengths and accomplishments.
The YES Futures Programme
has also been a blinding
success. The students involved
have
been
outstanding
representatives
for
Chertsey
High School and have truly
blossomed in confidence and
maturity. I could not be prouder
of everything all of Year 7 have
achieved
outside
of
the
classroom.
Along with all of the other trips
and adventures, my proudest
moment was taking all the
students out on their Year 7
Extra-Curricular
Day.
The
purpose of the trip was to take
education out of the classroom
and inspire students to learn
something new in a different,
quirky and inspiring environment.
The activities arranged for the
students ranged from visiting
Madame Tussauds to learn all
about fake news, to exploring the
world of work at Kidzania, to
fulfilling their lifelong dreams of
playing with a successful football
coach; all of the opportunities
gave the students the chance to
shine like the stars that they are
and embrace new adventures
and skills.

I wholeheartedly know that this
year
has
built
the
solid
foundations for next year. My
Year 7s will embrace the
challenges of Year 8 and
although there will be tough
times, I know they will prove to
themselves that they are capable
and resilient young people. I
hope that they will continue to
move out of their comfort zones
and open themselves up to the
opportunities,
love
and
adventure that this school has to
offer. The students have laughed
at me throughout the year for my
varied and consistent clichéd
mottos, so I am going to leave
them with one final mantra:
Remember Year 7 that life is a
like a camera. Focus on what is
important, capture the good
times,
develop
from
the
negatives and if things do not
work out, take another shot.

"Congratulations and
good luck!"
- Mrs Smith

Head of Year 8
By Miss O'Brien

WOW! What an incredible year it has been for our
students. I still can’t quite believe how quickly the
time has gone by since that first day that CHS was
welcomed into the community. CHS 2018/19 is
certainly a very different place, with new Year 7s,
new staff and more expectation from the Year 8s to
‘step up’. Our students have, since the very start of
the journey had the pressure of great expectation
thrust upon them. I feel that this has helped to
encourage a strong sense of family and it is evident
how proud the Year 8s are of their school.
During our first term, the Year 8s enjoyed a range of
activities outside of the traditional classroom setting.
I know the trampolinists had a great time, especially
watching Mr Ball being challenged by Samuel Ayres!
Mr Hough enjoyed monitoring who was sent to the
‘Kidzania jail’ and Mrs Willoughby and the
engineering students were in their element with the
construction squad at Kier HQ! I was particularly
impressed with the special effects make-up artists; it
is amazing what can be created with a bit of
imagination and red food dye! The feedback I
received confirmed that our students were fantastic
young people, who embraced the opportunity and in
doing so, had a brilliant day!
As well as enjoying trips, an integral part of our
school is that we embed ourselves into the local
community. I have been extremely impressed with
the attitude and commitment that the Year 8s have
demonstrated throughout the year. From litter
picking, entertaining pre-schoolers and spending
time with senior citizens in a care home. Such
events have helped to put our school ‘on the map’
and show the community that our students are wellrounded, capable individuals who bring so much to
society (of course, we knew that already!). Alfie
Austin, in particular was a shining star during the
nursing home trip and left the Sunrise residents in
awe of his incredible medieval castle.
As well as providing as many opportunities as we
can, our school's fundamental purpose is to ensure
that our students get the very best grades that they
can to set them up ready for life beyond the walls of
CHS. As is frequently mentioned by staff, that
hard work begins from the very first day at CHS. I
was particularly impressed with how the Year 8s
worked during the examination week.

Despite being the summer term, it was raining and
revision lesson after revision lesson must have
taken its toll. However, walking around the school, I
was consistently impressed with the maturity and
levels of focus on display. Natalie Cruceru, Lois
Asamoah, Matt Cook, Sian Adams-Regnerus,
Charlie
Eagles,
Paris
Lloyd
and
Jake
Baldwin consistently went above and beyond in
lessons and revising at home, as is evident by the
standard of resources created and their exam
success. It is the consistent efforts that are so
important as we edge closer to the GCSE exams.
So many of our students have demonstrated
maturity and sheer determination throughout this
academic year, particular recognition goes to Holly
Fuller, Ksjenia, Ewan Duncan, Max Vines, Paris
Lloyd and Thomas Sewell for relentless hardwork!
As well our academic achievements, we have a
number of successes to celebrate in and outside of
school. A huge congratulation to Sam Rajkoomer,
Alex Fenner- Melham and Titus Lisk for their
dedication and countless successes playing such
high level football this season. To Hugo Ayres for
showing such confidence and unbelievable talent in
Judo. Seb McClellan, Mackenzie Long, Yasmin
Chan, Nicole Wilkinson and Anita Kciku for their
commitment to Dance. The cadet boys Harry Archer,
Harry Kipping Bier, Alfie Kavanagh and Charlie
Hope for showing determination and discipline at
their weekly cadet unit, values that our so similar to
CHS; Kai Blackford for committing to boxing; Max
Vines
for
determination
and
resilience
at
crossfit; Lily Rowe, Sam Rajkoomer and Mae
Pender- Grieb for showing so much passion for all
things sport!
For
consistently
showing
kindness
Jayden
Greenway
and
Tilly
Hillier,
for
consistent
positivity Esme Manning Grant and Ocean Beach,
for being such ‘lovely young men’ and for making
everyone at school smile Seb Slodek, Nevan Malton
and James Todman! For comedy value and teaching
us the power of laughter Reyo Tharani, James
Stampleton and Fyn Othen!
I wish the students, staff and families of CHS a
fantastic summer. It has been a privilege to be the
Head of Year 8 for the founding members of our
school - you will always have a special place in my
heart.

