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YEAR 7 SUMMER MESSAGE
from Mr Hicks

I can't believe we're at the end of term, and the end of the year. It is no way the ending that anyone
would have planned for, or wanted, but I believe that our students in typical amazing fashion have
really made the most of it. I know there would have been bumps in the road, but they've reached
the summit of the Year, and I'm just SO proud of them, every single one.
As we reach the end of the term I'd like to say a massive congratulations to the all the students for
winning some of our end of year awards! However, I would like to say a
massive congratulations and well done to every student who has made such a fantastic start to
their Chertsey High careers.

The year would have not have been possible
without the work of our amazing tutors. Mrs
Tack,
Miss
Sheen,
Mrs
O'Sullivan,
Mrs
Blomley and Mrs Baker, Mr Solaz and Mr
Cooper have worked tirelessly this year to make
your child's first year at Chertsey High as
productive and positive as possible. I'm sure you
would like to join me in saying thank you to this
amazing set of people. They are an amazing tutor
team who know their students incredibly well and
I know they have loved every minute of their role
as tutor. I would like to say thank you myself for
their fantastic effort and hard work this year.
I'd also like to say a massive thank you to
yourselves at home. I can only imagine the stress
and anxiety of sending your child to secondary
school. It's been a real pleasure working with all of
you to make the best opportunities for your child.
Thank you for your determination, and resilience
over the past year, it really has been appreciated
and I am grateful for the support you have given
the school.
Finally, it's been a real pleasure working with you
and your child this year. It's been a real privilege
being your child's Head of Year, and I'm proud of
the progress, growth and development that every
student has shown. I look forward to watching how
they get on next year, let alone for the rest of their
time here. I know they are in very safe hands, and
I'm sure they will carry on in this Year groups style
of fun, hard work, and love.
Have a wonderful summer

Kind regards,
Mr Hicks
Head of Year 7
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YEAR 8 SUMMER MESSAGE

from Miss O Brien
'

WOW! What an incredibly different, yet fantastic year it has
been for our students. I still can’t quite believe how quickly the
time has gone by since that first day in September in our new
building. Our students have, since the very start of the journey
had a unique school experience thrust upon them. I feel that
this has helped to encourage a strong sense of family and it is
evident how proud the year 8s are of our school. This school
year will certainly be one to remember! I think it is fantastic
how well the year group have come together and made the
best of a tricky situation.
As well as providing as many opportunities as well can, our
schools fundamental purpose is to ensure that our students
get the very best grades that they can. As is frequently
mentioned by staff, that hardwork begins from the very first
day at CHS and every second counts! I was particulary
impressed with how the Year 8s worked during the lock-down
period. It is certainly not easy to learn at home, well done for
the following students in particular; Diya Karena, Isla Chabuka,
Sienna Jones, Aryan Visrolia, Alex Dowsett, Polly Scarrott,
Isabella Palmer, Tillie Redparth, Charlotte Jean, Tiara Webster,
Annabelle Vosper, Mo Elden-Ford and Bella Clark.
The end of the school year is a great opportunity to reflect on
the successes that have been achieved. So many of our
students
have
demonstrated
maturity
and
sheer
determination throughout this academic year, particular
recognition goes to Ethan Austin, Skye Tran, Poppy Cardwell,
Ethan Batchelor, Sarrinah Ahmed, Rhys Tudor, Luca Buttacci
and Ruby Sedgwick and Ben Agius. For consistently
showing kindness Frankie Bell, Ruby Serpent and
Dylan West for consistent positivity Dolly McEwen, Dylan
Lawerence, Jessica Utting, Holly Fry and Mia Grant, and for
being such ‘lovely young men’ Ben Morgan, George
Scott, Denis Mataj, Harvey Bailey, Abdullah Danish,Charlie
Izzard and George Smithers.
I wish the students, staff and families of CHS a fantastic
summer. It has been a privilege to be the Head of Year 8 for our
students and it is with a heavy heart that I leave this special
place. Stay safe and continue to follow your dreams!

Kind regards,

Pankhurst
20,571

Miss O'Brien
Head of Year 8

YEAR 9 SUMMER MESSAGE

CLICK HERE

Motivational
Messages
Please have a look on the
website at our motivational
messages to our CHS Family.
Just something short and sweet
to pick them (and
yourselves) up and help them
start each day with a little
motivation knowing we are all in
this together.

from Mrs Browne

It seems fitting that our final theme of the week this week is,
‘celebration.’ It comes at the end of not only a successful
academic year, but at the end of a hugely challenging time for
us all. I have been utterly amazed at how well every single one
of you have approached and adapted to the ‘new normal’ that
we found ourselves navigating nearly 4 months ago!
Over the last few weeks, your teachers have been busy filling in
an attitude to learning report for you and, whilst it might look a
little different to the normal grade collection, I've still had the
joy of seeing how many of you have clearly been working your
socks off not only throughout lockdown but across the year as
a whole.
You have all blown me away at how resilient you have been
over this incredibly strange period of time.

CLICK HERE

POP Quiz
Keep an eye on our
Youtube channel for
monthly POP Quizzes by
our very own CHS staff!
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Should everything go to plan, we will all be back to normality
(or close to it) come September. You may have forgotten what
it's like to be in a classroom and you may be feeling fairly
overwhelmed by the idea of seeing everyone again. At this
point, we need to respect that not everyone will be feeling the
same and we need to demonstrate kindness to one another
regardless of your own situation.
I for one, am worried that I've forgotten how to teach standing
in front of you all. I know that things will be slightly different in
September too and I keep reminding myself that everyone will
be in the same boat, or should I say the same bubble? We'll
probably all lose a bit of sleep the night before the first day
back and remember that it's normal to feel anxious when your
routine changes.
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I am a big believer in looking for a silver lining in times of
darkness and times of trouble, and one thing that I am taking
away from the last few months is knowing firmly, why I came
into the teaching profession in the first place. Being sat
delivering lessons from behind a computer screen every day, I
kept thinking, ‘this is not why I do this job!’ I am coming to the
end of the academic year now, with even more excitement for
what the next academic year will bring. I have genuinely
missed the busy hallways, the hundreds of handshakes, not
being able to turn the lights on in my classroom or get the
interactive whiteboard to work. But most of all, I have missed
you all. When I joined the school in September, I remember
feeling so blessed to have become part of such a strong
community.

As a year group, you may not always feel like it, but you all have such a special bond and as
you move into Year 10 it will be important to lean on each other for support.
Now, as you may know, I won’t be starting September 2020 as your Head of Year, but I will
be taking over as Head of English so I will still be a huge part of your journey here at CHS,
my job will still be to support you. So, if you're feeling at all worried over the Summer, or in
the run up to the start of School, please get in touch with me. I can't promise to make
everything OK, but I can promise that you'll feel a little bit lighter for having shared your
problems.
As the Summer approaches, I also want you all to ensure that you can enjoy a restful break
knowing that you have finished all of your work in preparation for September. So, if this is
something that you know you've been slacking on, try your best to get on top of things
before you come back as Year 10 students. As always, let me know if I can do anything to
support with this too.
Although we are not together at the end of this academic year, I would like to
congratulate you all on a fantastic year. Your mature attitudes and commitment to your
learning at home has been outstanding, you are a credit to Chertsey High School.
I would like to take a moment to thank my Year 9 Tutors. As I am sure you will all agree,
Mrs Fagent, Mr Corry, Mr Ball and Miss Castle-Smith have been true superheroes over the
course of the whole year but particularly over the last few months. Making countless
phone calls and sending emails out to our Year 9 families, making sure that everyone is
safe, well and able to access their learning and all of this while caring for their own friends
and families as well. Thank you, you are all amazing.
I would also like to extend my thanks to all parents and carers who have been so
supportive over the course of the academic year but who have had to morph into both
parent and teacher and juggle their normal, every day lives over the last few months.
Thank you, we could not do it without you.All that is left to say is, I wish you all a very
happy, safe and relaxing Summer holidays and I will see you all in September.

Kind regards,
Mrs Browne
Head of Year 9

ENGLISH

by Miss Fitzpatrick

The students at CHS have worked so hard this
term! They really have shown great independence,
resilience and determination.
I would like to take this opportunity to celebrate
some superstars. This amazing English work was
completed by Ashley, Tanya, Sarah, Jack, Libby,
Natalie and Mackenzie. I am sure that you will
agree that they have put a huge amount of effort
into these pieces!
This half term the Year 7s have really enjoyed
analysing poetry about nature. Year 8 have been
busy analysing a range of extracts about travel and
exploring. As well as this, they have had to write in
numerous different styles.
Year 9 have loved
analysing different political speeches and are now
more able to question what they see and hear.
This year I have thoroughly enjoyed ‘Young
Reporters Club’, which enabled pupils to report on
the issues that they feel passionately about. Thank
you to all who participated in the club. It was
amazing fun! Sebastian deserves a special mention
as he not only took a leading role in the club but
has been a brilliant subject champion!
The English Department can’t wait for September
and to see you all again!

SCIENCE
by Mr Corry

Students in science this year have certainly
felt free to question everything, and have
truly lived up to our unofficial team motto “if
students leave school less curious than when
they have started we have failed them.”
We hope this year that every year 7 that
joined us has become fascinated with the
world around them and started to engage
with it on a critical level, not just accepting
everything at face value, using the principles
of the scientific method and enquiry to make
their own decisions and judgments.
Being in lockdown for the latter part of this
year has allowed our students to experience
the power of accumulated knowledge and
the inter-connectivity of science as well as its
connections to other subjects within the
school curriculum. The emphasis has been
upon interleaving and deepening the
understanding of fundamental ideas and to
build the skills required for future success in
order to thrive when we return to the
classroom.
We have had some fantastic opportunities to
get out of the classroom and experience the
real world of scientific application, taking
groups of students to The University of
Surrey and bringing in guest industry
speakers for assemblies and one off
workshops.
2019-20 was good, but 2020-21 will be a Year
to remember!

MATHS
by Mrs Kilby

The summer term has indeed been unusual, yet it has given us all the opportunity to adapt, focus
and learn new skills. Successful people have the ability to be able to work independently and be
their own motivation. This is something we have been able to witness in many of the pupils in
respect to their recent commitment to their own Maths study and focus. These skills will in no
doubt be highly effective to their future learning.
As we now move forward and start thinking about the return to a new academic year, we wanted to
outline the stages in our approach to Maths at Chertsey High School. We look forward to sharing
more information about the Maths curriculum as we move forward together through the next
academic year but detailed below are our key principles and curriculum outline.
All students study Maths at CHS with eight one hour lessons a fortnight. Maths is a key subject for
all to study and as a department we see it as more than just preparing our pupils for GCSEs but
preparing them for future study and life beyond education.

We aim for our students to feel comfortable and confident with
practical maths, for its own uses in life beyond the maths classroom and
as a foundation for further learning.
We present maths as fascinating in its own right, as the language that
explains science and art, as well as a practical skill but more than that
we use our opportunities to challenge the determination and resilience
of our students as a way to develop their character.
;

Underpinning all of this we aim to make learning maths at Chertsey
High School a place to be safe and successful regardless of attainment
level.
Maths is a required subject and it is important to their future study or career choices. We aim to
maximise these choices for pupils when leaving year 11 by developing their maths skills from
primary through to GCSE maths as a 5-step journey. Ever step in this journey is important to the
destination. Our curriculum is built around a mastery concept and will follow on from the work that
they have completed at Key Stage two.

Mastery in Year 9

Mastery in Year 7
Build confidence and
depth of understanding on
core maths skills required
for future problem solving.
Examples of topics covered:
Number Skills ; Algebraic
Notation Fractions ; Percentages
& Ratio Problem Solving

Build on key skills and
deepen understanding.
Examples of topics covered:
Solve more complex problems
with Fractions Decimals and
Percentages ; Work with surds
and large and small numbers ;
Represent and interpret and
analyse data.

Mastery in Year 8
Develop fundamental
skills and explore maths in
context.
Examples of topics covered:
Understand Standard Form ;
Explore Indices ; Problem Solve
with Shape ; Understand
Probability

Mastery in Year 11
Be able to prove, apply and
link learning to solve
mathematical challenges
Examples of topics covered:
Prove Theorems using their
Understanding of Simple
Geometry and Algebra ; Interpret
Statistical Diagrams with fluency.

Mastery in Year 10
To develop fluency and reasoning
skills.
Examples of topics covered:
Solving Linear and Quadratic
equations ; Work with Compound
Measures and Proportion ; Apply
Logical Thinking in Probability
and Shape.

In Key Stage three, years 7 and 8, we aim to build confidence, curiosity, mathematical skills and
explore maths in a problem-solving context. We aim to do this with specific lessons for all pupils in
year 7 to explore in a risk free and supportive environment how to solve problems outside of the
core curriculum. Year 8 pupils continue to add core maths skills in algebra and number but are also
given the opportunity to explore these in a broader mathematical context such as within shape
and probability. All tasks are split into Fundamental Skills, Cores Skills and Additional Skills where
application challenges will be set.
Year 9 is a transition year to prepare the pupils for the rigor of the 9-1 GCSE course that begins in
earnest in year 10. All pupils cover the same content and it will ensure all have the core
mathematical skills and reasoning ability to tackle the more challenging GCSE content in years 10
and 11.
In Year 10 and 11 we cover the remaining GCSE content and pupils will have time to practice linking
skills and topics to be able to tackle the problem style questions of real life, general academic study
as well as the Maths GCSE exam. Pupils will be streamed accordingly to ensure all pupils can
achieve their best possible grade; hence maximising future career choices open to them. Final
exam choices on Foundation (grades 1-5) or Higher (grades 3-9) will not be taken until after mocks
in year 11. Maths skills are required in many other GCSE subjects such as: Science, Geography,
Technology and Business and the maths team will work with pupils, and staff, to ensure all pupils
are supported in these subjects. The department offer many opportunities for further support and
challenge outside of normal lesson time in the form of weekly help sessions, maths club and
external maths challenges.
Remember to keep your eyes open to spot maths in the real world as you enjoy your summer
break, and we look forward to welcoming everyone back at the start of the new academic year
ready to take on new challenges. We hope everyone takes all the opportunities open to them at
Chertsey High School to explore Maths and see the fun in it.

SPANISH

MFL

by Mr Howell
by Mrs Davis

Well, it’s certainly been a year of two
halves! The MFL department has really missed
seeing the smiling faces of our wonderful CHS
students since lockdown started, and we are
excited to see everyone back together again in
September. The MFL team has striven to
ensure that all students continue to get a really
good deal, in terms of high-quality learning
and teacher engagement, be that through
interactive lessons, teacher emails or the
subject clinics on Teams.
We really appreciate the efforts that both
students and their families have gone to
throughout lockdown, to ensure that all
students continue to learn and make good
progress. I’m sure you’ll all agree that this
situation has been far from ideal, but it shows a
real strength in character than we can all
adjust when needed – and the whole period
has demonstrated that our students have
become
increasingly
independent
and
resilient. It certainly hasn’t been an easy ride
for anyone, but we will be stronger as a result
of our perseverance and refusal to be defeated.
Year 7 – for the vast majority of students,
learning a language was something new and
scary – and each and every one of them
bravely took it in their stride. The students
have achieved great things, and should feel
hugely proud of their efforts both in class and
from home. Learning a language is a tough
gig, and I’m delighted to say that Year 7 have
‘nailed it’ – well done!
Year 8 – having been amazing in Year 7, it was
always going to be hard to follow their great
start to Spanish at CHS – and myself, Ms
Hernández and Ms Brazier can all say, with
total confidence, that they smashed it again
this year!

I’ve worked with many young people over the
years, and these students are some of the best
linguists I have ever seen. The future is very
bright for them indeed – see you all in Year 9!
Year 9 – there isn’t one Year 9 student this year
who hasn’t been a bit wobbly at some point,
imagining a sense of impending doom
(GCSEs!) that are looming around the
corner. We have striven to constantly remind
them how well they doing with their Spanish,
and how Year 10 and 11 probably won’t be
anywhere near as tough as they think – as long
as they have the right attitude, listen, show
resilience and perseverance, and reflect on all
that do in the subject. I have every confidence
that this cohort – the founders of our
wonderful school – will go from strength to
strength next year, and should come back
feeling quietly confident that all will be just
fine. We have got this – together.

QUE TENGAS
UN VERANO
EXCELENTE

FRENCH

MFL

by Mrs Davis & Miss Hernandez Cano
by Mrs Davis

Well done to all our fantastic students of
French in years 7, 8 and 9! Working with you all
from September through to March was
inspiring … you showed real resilience and
determination throughout your lessons. Miss
Hernandez and I particularly enjoyed seeing
you make such great progress in French.
We know that working during lockdown was
hard at the beginning, but we have really
noticed an increase in the amount and quality
of work most of our students have done since
we moved to online lessons. It is great to see
how much you have enjoyed your end of year
Quizzes on Show My Homework too.
We have really missed seeing you all in our
lessons – you are all brilliant. We know you will
rise to the challenge of learning a new
language with great success. We are handing
you over to the new MFL team with heavy
hearts, as both Miss Hernandez and I head off
to new roles, and wish you all the very best. I
know Mr Howell will keep me up to date with
how you are all doing.
Year 7 French: all our new students have been
so impressive in how they have tackled
learning a new language together. So many of
them have such great accents and are always
ready to have a go at talking about themselves.
Year 8 French: many of our lovely year 8
students lacked confidence as they started
year 8, but with real perseverance and hard
work, they made great progress – by the time
we were studying our topic on where we live,
they were super impressive!

Year 9 French: some of you were really nervous
about making the leap to GCSE French, but I
am confident that you will work hard and
produce excellent results. You will see that
many of the new GCSE topics will refer back to
what we studied this past year, and the GCSE
syllabus gives you lots of opportunity to choose
what you speak and write about. I have loved
teaching you – you have made me laugh on so
many occasions. I wish you all the best over the
next 2 years and look forward to hearing how
excellent your results will be.

HISTORY
by Mrs Fagent

It is a Wednesday morning and there is a light drizzle outside. I write this message sitting in my
beloved History classroom and the school is silent. My room will be occupied, but not until after I
have held my morning registration with Year 9 Nightingale via Teams Clinic. Last year when I
wrote my message the only sound in the background was that of the diggers and then the
students arriving to play table tennis. So much has changed in a year and despite lock-down there
is so much to celebrate in terms of what we have achieved, having moved into our new building
and bedding down another layer in our scheme of work with the year 9 students.
This term, the Year 7 students have been deeply engaged in Medieval History learning about the
Wars of the Roses, assuming the role of detectives while trying to work out what did really happen
to the Princes in the Tower. What is so important is that the students appreciate that their
opinions are as valid as key Historians, as to this day we still do not truly know what happened to
the young Princes once they arrived at the Tower of London. We have since progressed to
examining the successes of Henry VII and thinking about his legacy, how should he best be
remembered; again, a subject which divides Historians. Due to our being apart and my absence
earlier in the year I promised students that we would study Castles at the end of the year. As a
result I fell that I must apologise to those of you who now have students ready to create a Castle at
home! What has been really good is to teach the Crusades in the lead up to looking at Castles as
the Crusades need to be taught for so many reasons, a minor one being the legacy of Concentric
Castles.
Our Year 8 students have been busily engaged taking King Charles I away from London into the
Battles of the English Civil War. In this last week we have addressed the difficult and highly
significant issue of the execution of Charles and how such a situation was enabled by Cromwell
and his Rump Parliament. The use of Parliament to achieve political ends is something that
dominates our History and it is so important that our students understand how Parliament has
developed over the centuries. Taking this a step further our final lesson will focus on what
Cromwell achieved or otherwise during the time of the Protectorate. It is such a pity that we are
not together to develop this subject further as it is thought provoking on so many levels.
The other day I was reading through my Scheme of Work and in so doing realised just how History
we have covered in Year 9. Creating this year’s Scheme of Work has been something that I have
really enjoyed. In addition, it has been a privilege to witness seeing how our students have
responded to the challenges of the learning and in these last few weeks reading their incredible
work. Despite not being together the students writing skills on subjects from World War II have
shown real depth of thinking and maturity in their analysis of key turning points during the War.
We will end the year next week addressing the very difficult subject of the American decision to
drop the atomic bombs on two Japanese cities. This subject needs to be taught and considered in
so many ways and is a fitting way to end a term.
I hope that you all remain safe and well and enjoy a lovely restful summer break. Thank you to all
the students for working so well this year. I look forward to their return in September and meeting
of all our new Year 7 students.

GEOGRAPHY
by Miss Castle-Smith

In our changing world nothing changes more than Geography

"

,

Through studying Geography this term, the
students have been deepening their knowledge
and understanding of our Earth at home.
Students have learnt how to identify places from
mapwork, describe and explain natural
processes, and assess the impacts of humans
with specific examples in our world. Alongside
this, we have created treasure island maps,
played the life games, energy debates, fieldwork
investigation at home, investigated the
pandemic and gone “around the world!”. Thank
you for the amazing effort from the students
this term, Mrs Munnik, Miss Gardner and I have
thoroughly enjoyed this term - even with its
challenges! Here is a message from us!

In Geography in year 7, students have been
learning about Maps. Students have explored
how a map is a symbolic representation of
selected characteristics of a place, usually drawn
on a flat surface. Students really enjoyed using
all their map skills at the end of the topic when
they made a treasure island map – the effort was
incredible! Then students moved on to study the
huge variation in geography that exists within
the country India. Students learnt about the
scale and diversity of India, setting the country
within its global context and exploring the range
of
climates,
environments,
landscapes,
population

.”

and diversity of India, setting the country within
its global context and exploring the range of
climates, environments, landscapes, population
and cultures that exist within India. From
playing the ‘India Life Game’ to exploring data,
students were so engaged and produced some
excellent work.

In year 8, students have been studying Energy.
Students have developed their knowledge of
natural resources and energy, investigating how
energy is used, where energy is developed and
looking at alternative sources of energy that can
be used in a sustainable way. There were some
great planned debates and lots of explanations
to assess which energy is best. Students then
moved on to study Fieldwork as a topic, this
involves formulating an enquiry question,
gathering data, analysing the results and
reaching conclusions. Students were asked to
investigate their environmental quality in their
home or home area by picking 3 methods. We
saw
annotated
photos,
field
sketches,
environmental qualities and radar graphs. This
was no easy task for students, but I was so
impressed how dedicated students were and
how they managed to become so familiar with

learning the key methods then using them to
collect
their
geographical
data.
Great
determination!
Year 9 Geography has focused on a very relevant
topic of Geography of Health. Students
examined how important health can be, the
spread of infectious and non-infectious diseases,
the global distribution of obesity and
malnutrition and the impacts TNCs have upon
globalisation and health. It was great to see
students using other resources and explaining
and linking their points in such a relevant topic
today. For the second part of the term, our year
9 students went ‘Around the World’ to see
Iceland, Brazil, China, India, Australia, Kenya and
the United Arab Emirates (UAE). This topic gave
students the chance to look at urban issues,
world development, extreme environments,
rivers and hazards, and they had to explore the
social, economic and physical forces and
processes which shaped and changed various
countries.
Applying
their
geographical
knowledge to countries gives a broader context
and requires greater breadth and depth of
knowledge and understanding – well done year
9!
Well done to all students, it has been great
seeing students going above and beyond to
keep up the high expectations in Geography.
We have also had some Geography Superstars
who went above and beyond to show what they
have learnt and made edible projects! Amazing
Work.

RELIGIOUS STUDIES
by Mr Hicks

It’s been a fantastic end of term, to end a fantastic year’s worth
of learning in Religious Studies. Our Year 7 students started the
summer term looking at Buddhist beliefs and practices. I have
been so impressed with the student’s commitment and I would
like to congratulate all of them on some wonderful exam
answers that I would get through every week. I would like to say
well done in particular to Dan Woods, Jess Gardner, Jack
Jennion and Scarlett Noble for their consistency in sending high
quality work through every week. Well done!I’d also like to say a
big well done to Edi Schofield for her excellent project work
right at the start of term on parables. Year 7 also looked at the
person of Jesus and what he would have looked like. Sam Gibbs
did a wonderful piece of artwork. Well done to everyone in Year
7 for their hard work and creativity.
Year 8 students started the term finishing off Sikhism beliefs
and practices. They thoroughly enjoyed researching what the
Gurdwara was like and how Sikh’s use it. The main focus this
term was on Islam. We covered a wide range of topics such as
Muhammad and his life all the way up the mosque and Islamic
art, and finally the roles of Imams. I would like to congratulate
Mo Elden Ford for his brilliant work over the term, as well,
George Kitchen, Jack Shepherd, Frankie Bell, and Hannah
Hardie for an amazing work ethic in RE. The students work was
beautiful. Sarrinah’s and Genevieve’s example of Islamic art
project were outstanding!
In the last term Year 9 have been looking at world and social
issues. We covered a wide range of topics starting with crime
and punishments, the London riots, terrorism, capital
punishment, gender inequality, human trafficking, before
finishing off with Christian views on forgiveness. It has been
amazing to see such mature levels of thought, opinions, and
insights on some very sensitive and current world affairs. The
students have been working to an extremely standard, using
GCSE content skills on GCSE style content. The children taking
GCSE RE next year have really set themselves up for a great
start, and they will all hit the ground running. I would like to say
a massive congratulations to Jake Baldwin, Brooke Woods, Alexi
Duncan, Titus Lisk, Demi Moon, Maddy Pink, and Mia McKeown
for an incredible standard of work, effort, and insight! I look
forward to seeing what everyone does in GCSE! Well done Year
9!!

PERFORMING ARTS
by Mr Hayter

I cannot believe that we are signing the year off like this. The plan was that we would be celebrating
the success of the school's first ever musical, a showcase that would highlight the students' acting,
dancing and musicianship. We would be celebrating achievement in the curriculum, welcoming
year 7 students into our singing culture and saying goodbye to many of our year 9 students after
three hard years of study as they choose their options. This year, however, we are not doing that and
it is like no other to date. We have adapted to the environment and I believe we have managed to
create a challenging performing arts curriculum that supports students to be resilient when
responding to feedback and achieve academic excellence. At Chertsey High we wholeheartedly
value the creative subjects as we recognise the need for creativity in the world of work, in the local
and national economy and the need to be creative in order to lead a fulfilling life.
As such, Music and Drama have remained on the distance-learning curriculum, with year 7 students
in Music learning about the twelve bar blues. As we look at the news with the BLM movement, there
are clearly parallels between proponents of this group and the lives of the black musicians that
struggled during the early 20th century. We can use this to explore how music can provide an
avenue for communities to share their experiences together. That understanding is clearly as
important now as it was then. In year 8 Music, students have looked at musicals - always a highly
popular topic. Students have developed their listening skills and have written lyrics, planning how
words can be set to music and the effect of it. Students have had the opportunity to listen to a wide
range of music relating to musicals, including opera. Disney+ released a recording of the musical
Hamilton over lock-down. If you are able, please watch this and think about the key features of a
musical you can see in this production. In year 9 Music, students have looked at the elements of
music and in-depth analysis. I shared the results with the students of the forms quizzes they had
completed, targeting feedback to those that need it most and I was so proud to see 100% of
students achieving 100% on the latest element of the assessment. Your cohort are the founders of
this school and if you continue to make progress in the same way as you have managed over the
course of lock-down, you are bound for an amazing future. Over the course of lock-down, students
have continued to demonstrate their creativity through their submissions, e.g. James in year 7
sending through his twelve bar blues improvisation on the piano, Sofia-Elena in year 8's fantastic
song that she wrote or Ethan in Year 9 sending through his excellent drumming. These are just two
of a plethora of students that have used lock-down to further their musicianship and benefited from
the additional time to focus.
In Drama, year 7s have explored the imaginary town of Greenhaven, considering how advertising is
used and can be created. Well done Tanya, Scarlett N, Cieron, Tobe, Juliette, Theo V, Josh D, Harry G,
Rishika. George G, Rose F and Matilda R for your excellent effort, and a particular mention to Jessica
M who produced an outstanding advert and Harmony for producing a fantastic booklet! Students
have submitted scripts, plans and some highly professional looking videos for their adverts,
demonstrating high-levels of imagination and story-telling ability. In year 8, students have looked at
monologues, creating a script that can be performed alone, with many submissions being sent in
that are worthy of the west end! Again, well done to Poppy C, Ruby S, Ruby, Ethan B, Mo, Aryan,
Sarrinah, Summer H, Ethan G and Sarah H for your outstanding work, and a particular mention to to
Amelie and Sofia-Elena for producing an outstanding monologue. In year 9, students have looked at
the play 'Teechers' and have started thinking about the characters and the different ways of staging
a performance of it. This will prepare them greatly for the GCSE next year.

This year there have been a wealth of extra - curricular opportunities that the
students ' have benefited from , including :
Dance
Chertsey High Cheer
Dance Club

Drama

Music

KS3 Drama Club

BSL Choir

Guitar Group

Step Up to GCSE

Choir

Ukulele Group

Chamber Choir

Keyboard Club

String Group

Rock Club

Many of these clubs were in their infancy before lock-down occurred, but the sparks of creativity
were clear for all to see that walked along the ground floor corridor. I look forward to the day we can
re-establish these safely and can get singing, acting and dancing together again.

Music Lessons
Please remember that our music lessons are provided by
Open2Music.com Students can still access lessons online via zoom,
so now is a perfect opportunity to learn an instrument! Remember,
you can receive a free taster session with no commitment
necessary to see whether or not the lessons are for you!

ICT
by Mrs Tack

As we are all aware IT and Computing are
constantly changing at a rapid pace and the
last few months has defiantly shown us that.
Staff, students, parents, grandparents and
carers have all being using new technology or
learning new skills on current software. This
could be Zooming, Teams, SMHW, virtual
quizzes and virtual sleepovers or in my case
my 79 year Mum can now FaceTime!

With that in mind our goal of the ICT
department is to enhance and broaden the
student's computer skills, develop their
problem-solving skills and independent
learning. So whilst we have been in lock down
students have been working towards a Bronze
Award from iDEA , which looks at all aspects of
the ICT world. Year 9’s have been learning
about Binary, Fake websites and Phishing
scams. Even creating far to realistic phishing
emails.

PE
by Mr Ball

Wow, what a year it has been in PE!
Things started off as normal and our
students got stuck into their team
sports and other traditional PE
activities. Unfortunately our sports
were cut short by the Covid19
situation and we had to adapt. We
have been very impressed by the
number of students who have been
sending in pictures of their PE
activities that they have been doing
from home and we hope they can
continue to enjoy and develop their
sporting interests over the summer.
Our sporting finale of the year was the
inter house sports week which
replaced sports day. We had a high
level of participation and we were
thrilled to see the enjoyment pupils
got from it.
Wilberforce took the honours this
year and certificates and medals will
be given out in due course.
We now look forward to a time when
sport slowly returns to normal,
though this is predicted to be still
influenced by Covid19 conditions at
least for the first half term of the 20/21
school year.
We will be following government
guidelines on this but rest assured we
will be providing as much sporting
opportunity as we can!

