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CHRISTMAS LETTER
by Mrs Munnik
It is a pleasure to write to you at the end of our autumn term and I cannot believe that we have
finished our first term in our new building, but when I think back to our temporary accommodation, it
seems like such a long time ago. We have settled in so quickly and are rapidly filling the space (and
additional cupboards).
I would like to thank those of you who came on this journey with us to the new building; your
patience, understanding and support have been hugely appreciated. I would also like to thank all of
our new families who have joined us this term for the way that you, and your children, have
embraced the “Chertsey High Way” and become part of the Chertsey family.

The remarkable pace of change and the
dedication of our staff and students has ensured
that our first term has been truly awe-inspiring.
The school is characterised by the highest
expectations of staff and students alike and as a
result, our Y7’s have quickly realised that with
KNOWLEDGE; DETERMINATE and LOVE, the
world is their oyster…
For me, the Christmas season doesn’t really start
until we have had our school carol concert in St
George’s
chapel.
This
beautiful
service,
showcasing the talents of our musicians and the
staff who work with them, brings our
community together to enjoy our favourite
carols, be reminded of key Christmas messages
and feel inspired by ensemble performances of
our students. Most of the guests and parents
were attending for the first time and to see their
admiration reminded us all just how amazing
our students are. As ever, my thanks and
gratitude to all those involved in the
organisation and delivery of the concert,
particularly all our parents for supporting this
special evening; all our readers for their her
Christmas messages, the CHSA for their
refreshments; Mr Hayter for organising this
event and for producing and nurturing the
talent of our students and, of course, our
students who continue to make me proud to be
the Headteacher of Chertsey High.
As we near the end of term, we can reflect on
our developments and achievements over the
Autumn term. Early in the term we celebrated
the outstanding achievements of our Maths
students who came second in the Surrey Maths
challenge against some of the highest
performing schools in Surrey.
This time last year, we had only just started the
foundations for our new building and you may
recall that gaining planning permission and
keeping the programme on schedule was not
an easy process. However, as the calendar year
drew to a close we were able to see our new
“home” taking shape. We are now in a position
to not only enjoy our incredible facilities but we
are also really keen to see how our green
amphitheatre and new car parking space
transforms at the front of our school.

Our Annual Christmas Service

Much of our building campaign, along with
many other developments, is down to the
support and hard work of our Governing Body
who, as volunteers, support and challenge the
school to greater and better things. We were,
therefore, delighted that this work and
commitment was recognised when Jeff Hart
visited the school earlier this term and
complimented the Governing Body on the work
they are doing to ensure our students have the
best start to their secondary education.
This term has seen a huge range of extracurricular events including concerts and
performances,
sporting
events,
visiting
workshops, a visit from Oxford university, and
the commemoration of the centenary of WWI. It
has been heartening to see so many of our new
students engaging with these opportunities and
challenges. My thanks go to all the staff who
give up their time so willingly to give our
students such a wide range of experiences. All of
this is in addition to the day-to-day hard work of
staff and students.

I’d like to commend our Year 9 students for their leadership,
commitment and focus during this term. This first term in Y9 was crucial
in establishing how much students have learnt and retained throughout
their first 2 years with us and what they need to work on to be successful
in the coming years. I would also like to remind our Year 9 students that,
whilst we expect them to enjoy the Christmas festivities, it is essential
they also make time to have those important discussions at home
regarding their Option choices for next year.
Our Year 8 students never cease to amaze me. This term, they
demonstrated a greater sense of resilience and determination, and to
accept that making mistakes is a crucial part of learning. Above all, they
rose to the challenge to be more independent and engaged every day, in
order to succeed to the best of their ability. I am extremely excited to see
what the rest of the year holds for our Year 8’s and count ourselves lucky
to have such a dynamic and positive group of students part of our CHS
family.
The biggest challenge this term was when we welcomed 180 very eager
and talented Year 7 students. Not only are they our biggest cohort to
date, but they keep surprising us with their sheer passion and love for
learning. We are so pleased to have our Year 7’s as our latest addition to
the family and could not be happier to see how new friendships are
formed; new teachers introduced; new clubs explored and sheer
determination with their hard work. There is so much that the Year 7’s
can get involved with at school and we loved every minute of seeing our
they grow from nervous Year 6s we visited in primary school in the
summer to the confident and self-assured students we wave into the
Spring term. Settling into secondary school can be daunting and it’s not
always easy, but they have taken this challenge in their stride and made
it look like so much fun!
As January approaches, I would like to remind everyone of the winter
weather procedures. Should the need arise to alter the school opening
times because of bad weather, parents and carers can find information
on the school website. Parents should also receive a text alert. If you have
changed your mobile phone number, please contact the school office
(preferably by email) to update this.
We look forward to welcoming all our students back on Tuesday, 7th
January 2020 at the usual time for the start of the new term.
As this term draws to a close and we approach the holiday period, I would
like, on behalf of all at Chertsey High School, wish each and every family a
wonderful Christmas. We are sure it will be a time for joy, celebration and
hope for an equally exciting and blessed New Year to come.
Warm regards,
Mrs Munnik

MATHS
by Ms Willoughby
Moving into our new facilities and meeting our excellent new cohort of Year 7 students was a
wonderful way for the department to start the academic year. Our new Chertsey High
mathematicians have been getting to grips with algebra recently and we certainly see the impact
that the changes in the Primary curriculum has had on the depth of understanding they bring to
the subject. Year 8 have had a term of applying their algebraic skills to graphical settings and
getting to know their scientific calculators as we explore trigonometry.

Solving crime with algebra
substitution in our lovely
new classrooms

Year 9 have begun their GCSE programme with the deepening of their previous study of number
calculations and algebra. We've enjoyed supplementing our core maths lessons with the Friday
afternoon maths club to stretch and satisfy the curiosity of students from all year groups. The club
gives students a chance to look at areas of maths not on their curriculum and to try out some
practical applications of maths studied. In recent weeks trigonometry was measured and seen in
action when Barbie zip-lined across the library.
Students have also benefited from the Tuesday night Maths Drop-In to support their current study.
All are welcome to come along with questions regarding homework or current and previous topics
and maths teachers are available to help.
Mathematicians from each year group were highly successful at the Chertsey Area Maths
Challenge held at Sir William Perkins's School. The time-limited challenges tested mathematical
knowledge, problem solving skills and the teamwork of the participants. In a mixed field of local
State & Independent schools, the Year 8 team placed 2nd, the Year 9 team placed 3rd, and the
school overall placed 3rd. Congratulations to all involved.
Look out for maths trips for each year group which will be organised for 2020.

ICT
by Mrs Tack
What a fantastic start to ICT at Chertsey High School. All the students, that have had lessons in ICT,
have undergone an Introduction into ICT, at CHS, covering the basics of using the computers which
has also included social networking sites and cyberbullying. The posters and leaflets that the
students have created in either word, PowerPoint or publisher have shown that the students know
how to stay safe online.
The year 7’s have been using their imagination and created superhero characters to add to their
excel and access databases. The year 8 and 9’s have loved using conditional formatting in excel to
create pictures and many have been seen using the computers in the library to finish off their work.

Coding Club
The coding club launched after half term, with the students creating some amazing work using
Scratch on line. Thank you to Mr Notley for coming in on a Friday to run the coding club.

MFL
by Mrs Davis

Year 7
Congratulations for your hard work and
determination in these first months of high
school, keep on like this and never give up
because you all are brilliant! We have seen a
lot of effort from both year groups to master
some really tough language. We are very
glad to see how you are rising to the
challenge and are developing a love of
languages.
In this first term, the Spanish students have
been learning how to introduce themselves,
something really useful if they are planning
to visit Spain. They have also learnt to
describe free time activities and they have
entered the world of Spanish conjugations;
good job Year 7, your work has been
praiseworthy! We enjoyed playing with the
mini whiteboards, it was wonderful to see
the encouragement and commitment to do
it well and get a Spanish stamp.
The French students keep impressing us
every day. It is a pleasure to see such hunger
for language and cultural knowledge. The
students were interested in knowing how
the school system works in France, whether
a French speaker would understand them if
they do not use the articles and even how
their names are translated into French. As far
as the curriculum is concerned, just as the
Spanish students, they have learnt to
introduce themselves in French, with such a
perfect pronunciation, and also covered
school/lesson vocabulary.

"Joli
Terme"

Year 8
Ms Hernández would particularly like to
thank the Year 8 French and Spanish
students for giving her such a lovely, warm
welcome to the school. She commented
that: “From the very first day that I stepped
into our beautiful school, I felt part of the
Chertsey High School family”.
Year 8 Spanish never seem to disappoint us.
What a privilege to work with such a
hardworking and determined bunch! In this
term the students have learnt how to
describe their past holidays, using the
preterite tense, and we have revised the
present tense to talk about everyday
activities. Their assessment grades have
been stunning, bien hecho! It is motivating
to see the energy that you bring to this very
challenging subject.
Year 8 French have also impressed us with
their determination to do well. This term they
have been learning how to describe a trip to
Paris, a really useful skill for their future trip
to France. We are really looking forward to
seeing you practice your wonderful French
skills - your accent and fluency are really
improving.
We look forward to continued determination
and excellent attitude to learning next year.
If you get a chance over Christmas, please
encourage your child to use Active Learn, as
this will help with all the topics covered this
year, and will also develop their listening and
reading skills.

Year 9
Year 9 Spanish have hit the ground running this
year, possibly realising that there isn’t long left
until the official GCSE course starts! They have
covered a selection of topics, from talking about
themselves in detail, and the world of work – both
Year 10/11 topics. Irregular and regular verbs are
intermixed, as are the numerous tenses that they
have now covered. Frequent practice of these will
help to address misconceptions – and as a
reminder, the Active Learn site should be used
regularly.
Year 9 French have really begun to explore using
the language to say what they want to say! They
have become very good at talking about what we
must all do to be fit and healthy, and describing
their fitness resolutions. It will be good to re-use
this language in January for them to set their own
New Year’s Resolutions for 2020! Year 9 French is
about consolidating what they have learned in
previous years as well, and here the students can
see that their hard work in years 7 and 8 is really
paying off.
The MFL department wishes you and your
families a wonderful, peaceful holiday.

ENGLISH
by Miss Fitzpatrick

We have had an amazing start to the academic year! This term, the pupils have all been busy
exploring the writers’ craft in a range of different texts. More specifically, Year 7 have got to grips
with the work of Dickens and Shakespeare. Year 8 enjoyed learning about ‘Romeo and Juliet’ and
Year 9 have been diligently studying a novel.
A highlight of the term was the Year 7 poetry competition. There were so many brilliant
entries! We were particularly impressed with Tegan Jenkin, Sarah Ali and Sam Gibbs who were all
winners.
Another highlight was our trip to Salesian College. We took a small group of pupils from Year 8 and
9 to experience life there and it was really beneficial. The pupils began to think about the future
and the options that are available.
Next term promises to be an incredible one. The Year 7 pupils are going to analyse the work of a
playwright and then a range of extracts that focus on personal writing. Year 8 and 9 will also
explore a play and then a range of poems. We can’t wait!

PSHE
by Mr Ball
During PSHE this year we have been look at a range of topics
across the year groups.
We have had some fantastic
conversations and discussions and it has been terrific to see
pupils thinking deeply about some of life’s most important issues.
As ever we look to families to engage students in conversation
regarding PSHE topics as the importance of parents and family
members cannot be understated during this key time. We just
aim to carry on the good work that is already going on at home.
Our most recent topics have included:
Year 7 – Online safety, digital literacy, self esteem, diversity
& prejudice.
Year 8 – Identity and family, alcohol misuse and
managing peer influence, mental health/emotional
wellbeing.
Year 9 – Healthy relationships, learning skills, online stress,
the power of commitment.

SCIENCE
by Mr Corry
Science in the new building has taken off! Almost literally in
some cases. Students are thriving making use of the new
lab spaces and taking their practical skills to a whole new
level. After some initial teething issues with gas and alarm
systems the labs are fully functioning and are supporting all
three sciences, especially our Year 9 students who have been
working diligently in our temporary accommodation for two
years and have now taken the leap into their GCSE content.
Year 7 Science club has made a successful start with
students creating their very own firework lighting
investigations; smoke bombs; iron and copper smelters as
well as making use of the microscopes to examine the
effects of different writing implements on the microscopic
structure of paper.
We have a lot to look forward to in 2020 with hopeful teams
of students looking to compete in the Salters Festival annual
Chemistry competition, open to all year groups, as well at
University of Surrey experience days for each of the year
groups.

HUMANITIES
by Miss Castle-Smith
Through studying History, Geography and
Religious
Studies,
the
Humanities
department aims to equip our students with
the relevant skills to become global citizens
who are aware of local, national and
international issues. We have had new
globes in classrooms, mindfulness sessions
and historical artefacts! Thank you for all the
amazing enthusiasm from the students this
term, Mrs Fagent, Mr Hicks, Miss McKeever,
Mrs Munnik and I have thoroughly enjoyed
this term!
In Geography, with the year 7 classes,
students have been studying Ecosystems,
where they have looked at a geographic area
where plants, animals, and other organisms
live, as well as weather and landscapes. They
have looked at locations, characteristics,
animal adaptations and threats for each
ecosystem (tropical rainforest, deserts, arctic
tundra). Students had the opportunity, as
part of their assessment, to design their own
animal to survive in the tropical rainforest
and they were incredible! From Ecosystems,
students moved onto study Population
where they learnt about why our population
is changing and the consequences. Students
loved the idea of using jellybeans in the
Population Game!

They have learnt various facts from learning
that our population could grow to 9 billion by
2045 to 5% of the world use 23% of the
world’s energy. They have started to link their
prior learning and enjoy learning about
human geography and the world we live in.

In year 8 Geography classes, students have
been studying Countries, Continents and
Culture. Students have been practicing their
locational
knowledge
and
developing
curiosity about the culture of China, Japan
and India. Students also got the opportunity
to be creative and design their own country
using what they had learnt – students
excelled in creativity! Students then moved
on to study the topical and highly significant
topic of Glaciers. Using inspiration from films
such as “Ice Age” and “Frozen”, and the use
of a football, students have learnt about the
glacial processes that shape the land we live
in and why these are so important.
Year 9 Geography has focused on Hazardous
Earth and have been exploring why our
earth is a hazardous place to live in and
looking in particular at Earthquakes,
Volcanoes and Tropical Storms. Students
have studied processes in detail, and they
have had the chance to research their own
case studies to look at impacts for each
natural disaster and make playdough
volcanoes! It has been great to see so many
students interested in different natural
disasters all around the world!

Year 8 have really enjoyed studying Judaism
over the term, particularly whether or not
Jewish people can still follow dietary laws in
the modern-day society, and whether or not
Sabbath really benefits a Jewish persons’ life.
Students have really enjoyed learning about
another faith, and how it might impact day
to day life in the UK. There have been some
real successes in Year 8, including Alex O
smashing one of his assessments with 100% well done!
In year 7 History we started the year learning
about the tools needed to become fabulous
and enquiring historians. A high spot was
watching the students bring in historical
artefacts which they talked about in front of
their peers. They are now about to write an
assessment of “Why did William Duke of
Normandy win the Battle of Hastings?”. The
students’ application and enthusiasm is a
pleasure to witness.
Year 8 History has been a joy to teach
because they have been as passionate as Mrs
Fagent for learning about the Tudors and
Stuarts again. The students have embraced
Henry VIII and his “Great Matter”, struggled
to get just why would Mary I arrange for so
many burnings, but equally understood her
personal sadness. Elizabeth is proving
fascinating; the students recently completed
a home work on Elizabeth and her many
suitors. Their work was fabulous on so many
levels, they had great fun and Mrs Fagent
got acquainted with the language of the
young on mobile devices!
Religious Studies lessons are always
thoughtful and provide a platform for our
students to learn about various religions. The
Year 7s started the year with looking at the
importance of religious membership and
identity. They then started studying
Christianity where they have learnt how
Christians connect with God in places of
worship
and
equally
importantly
understanding
about
the
different
denominations that exist within Christianity.

Year 9 have moved away from studying the
world faiths into more ethical theories and
dilemmas. Students have loved talking about
what they would do in various scenarios and
applying difficult theories such as Natural
Moral Law and Situation ethics to them.
These topics are usually reserved for A-level
students, so it was great to see Year 9 really
get to grips with it and get their teeth into it.
We’ve also studied Christian responses to
poverty, and war. We’ve had some great
debates along the way, all back up with
Christian and secular ideas. The topics have
been really modern and interesting which is
great preparation for the spring term when
we start our GCSE!
I do hope that you have a wonderful time
over the festive season!

PERFORMING ARTS
by Mr Hayter
This term has been the first full-term as part of our newly created Performing Arts department,
comprising of Dance, Drama and Music. In dance, the students are working on a dance that will be
performed at the Christmas carol concert on 19th December. This will be the first ever dance
performance the school has hosted and will be one of many more to come I’m sure! This year dance
has been covered during PE lessons, but next year will become part of our curriculum offer at KS4
so we can make use of our outstanding dance studio with lighting, sound system and a sprung
floor.

Drama
Drama have been working this year on a range of topics, with Year 7 exploring the basics of drama
followed by an exploration of a haunted house, the ‘Darkwood Manor’. Year 8 have explored using
poetry as a stimulus. The poem they studied was written by Tennyson, one of the great British poets
and a key thinker in the 19th Century. This half term they have then studied The Stones, looking
closely at a true story of two boys charged with manslaughter after throwing rocks from a bridge
onto oncoming traffic. This has been hard-hitting for some, but an incredibly important topic for our
children to understand especially given our proximity to the M25. Year 9s have focused on
developing empathy in performance with a topic about life as a teenager during the world wars
and have looked at the play “The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-Time” with students
looking through the lens of living with autism. The following students have been awarded the
‘Oscar’ award for outstanding contribution in drama:

Year 7
Aimee Gibbs
Edith Schofield
Poppy George
Sarah Ali
Henry Gess
Naomi Wareham-Davis

Year 8
Sarah Hughes
George Smithers
Amelie Morahan-Foster
Summer Hudson
Tillie Redparth

Year 9
Elle Povey
Aman Dhanda
Kay Foster
Harry Archer

Alongside our curriculum offer, Year 7 and 8 Drama club this term has been focusing on
improvisation and public speaking whilst ‘Step Up to GCSE’, our year 9 exclusive drama club have
been practicing devising from a stimulus and creating a script as well working on Monologues and
Duologues in preparation for GCSE.

Music
Music have been making the most of our new facilities with brand
new schemes of work for each year. Like last year, Year 7 this year
have developed their singing skills, starting with a ‘Find Your Voice’
topic exploring the potential of the voice, followed by preparing for
the Carol Service. Year 8s have studied ukulele skills followed by a
topic exploring reggae, performing Bob Marley’s “Three Little Birds”
with some classes writing their own reggae songs! Year 9s have
been following a band skills topic, learning keyboards, ukuleles and
drumming skills over the course of the term followed by a topic
exploring Britpop, with performances of Wonderwall forming the
assessment.

Carol Service
This year has been our biggest carol service yet, with all of year 7 in
attendance to sing for the staff, parents and members of the local
community. This year we have been joined by some of our extracurricular clubs: British Sign Language choir, Choir (C.H.ORUS),
dance club and our staff choir! This year is bigger than ever with our
first ‘full’ 180-student cohort and preparations have been highly
enjoyable.

GCSE Options
Mr. Hayter has mentioned in assembly this week that if students that are looking to take up our
GCSE offer of either dance, drama or music, it would be expected that they would be
demonstrating practice outside of lesson time. These GCSE courses naturally take a considerable
commitment outside of lesson so I would not recommend that any student takes them without
considering the extra work they naturally require. Please see the expectations I have below:
Dance GCSE: Students should be attending a dance club of some sort, either outside of school or in
school. Students should have evidence of attending, perhaps a note from the dance teacher to
confirm how long they have been there and an estimate of the level they are working at. At
Chertsey High School we offer a free dance club once a week on Thursdays after school.
Drama GCSE: Students should be attending a drama club of some sort, either outside of school or in
school. Students should have evidence of attending, perhaps a note from the drama teacher to
confirm how long they have been there and an estimate of the level they are working at. I would
also expect any potential drama GCSE students to audition for the school musical later in the
term. At Chertsey High School we offer a free step up to GCSE drama club once a week on Mondays
after school.
Music GCSE: Students should be attending a music club of some sort, either outside of school or in
school. Students should have evidence of attending, perhaps a note from the music teacher to
confirm how long they have been studying an estimate of the level they are working at. At Chertsey
High School we offer a range of music clubs including choir, rock band and chamber group. By the
end of GCSE music, students will need to perform at a minimum standard of grade 3 on their
chosen instrument/voice and will be expected to be taking peripatetic lessons (1-1
instrumental/vocal lessons) throughout their GCSE course.
Merry Christmas from the Performing Arts team, Mr. Hayter (Head of Performing Arts), Mr.
Cooper (Drama Teacher), Miss. Gregory (Dance Teacher/TA) and Mr. Leitao (TA)

ART & DESIGN TECHNOLOGY
by Mrs O'Sullivan

We have had a fantastic first term
showing our students the importance
of creativity in everything they do and
in the world around them. There is so
much to celebrate, here is overview of
what has been happening across each
specialism. For more please follow us
on twitter:
@ArtandDTatCHS

@ArtandDTatCHS
(click on the icon to take you to our Art & DT page)

FOOD TECHNOLOGY
We have had a wonderful first term
introducing all of our students to the joys of
Food Technology! Every student began with
making Dippy Divers (Salsa and Crudité) as an
initial skills assessment before we ventured
into more exciting recipes. Year 7 have made
an array of food, ranging from the all-time
favourite, Pizza Toast, to the more challenging
Chicken Curry. Year 8 have learnt all about food
science with their manufacture of Victoria
Sponge Cupcakes and a chance to adapt a
recipe which has already been made. Year 9
have been going wild for picnic items such as
Scotch Eggs and Cornish Pasties, which they
took the challenge of making with tenacity.
The students have learnt valuable skills such as
time management, ability to work under
pressure, communication, teamwork and of
course, how to wash up properly! They have
really demonstrated their passion for food.
Thank you to everyone at home for supporting
our lovely students, with buying them
ingredients, discussing recipes with them and
tasting the food.
There have been a few students who are surely
going to be the next Mary Berry or Jamie
Oliver… Ena H and Razvi I in Year 7, Bella H and
Thijs W in Year 8, and Mae P-G and Damon D in
Year 9, you have impressed Miss Sheen with
your
focus
and
perfectionism
when
approaching your practical lessons and food
manufacture.

RMT
Resistant Materials has been an exciting journey
for our staff and students as we set foot into our
beautiful and well-equipped classrooms. We
have been working to build up and develop the
base skills of all our students, giving them the
opportunity to create a trivet or viewfinder as a
practice piece, and then to go on to make a
bookend with finger joints.
Our students have relished the challenges of
beginning
a
new
subject
and
have
demonstrated
some
spectacular
prior
knowledge with their ability to leap right into a
new subject and produce some outstanding
work. We have been blown away by some of the
talent demonstrated by our pupils, especially in
their ability to design their bookends and
express themselves with their design work.
Their focus and desire to work safely but
creatively within the classroom has impressed
all of the teachers and the quality of their work
really demonstrates their desire to achieve the
best they can in Resistant Materials.
In year 7 we would like to give a special mention
to Finley Warren, who has been our creative star
across the board, demonstrating innovation and
craftsmanship. In Year 8’s Harry Mason-Reynolds
and Honey Butler for their superb design work
and sheer determination in their practical work.
In year 9 Lacey M in Year 9 has shown real
passion for Resistant Materials and has
impressed staff with her confidence and focus in
lesson time.

TEXTILES
We have loved being able to develop our
Year 8s and 9s in Textiles and being able to
bring them a new range of projects, made
possible by our brilliant facilities. Year 9
have been flexing their sewing machine
skills, making cotton tote bags and hand
cutting stencils to apply to the top of
them. They have really demonstrated their
natural creative ability and have thrived
with the opportunity to take charge of
their work and create something which is
totally unique!
Year 8 have been working on creating a
skull
based
on
the
Mexican
celebration; Día de los Muertos (Day of the
Dead). Our brightly coloured skulls
decorated
with
embroidery
and
embellishment have really embraced the
flamboyance of the celebration and our
students have created some wonderful
examples.
Miss Baker would like to congratulate
Avinash M and Sharan B in Year 7, Amelie
M-F and Matthew F in Year 8 and Sam R
and Libby R in Year 9 for their amazing
dedication and perseverance in their work,
producing some spectacular outcomes.
Well done everyone!

FINE ART & PHOTOGRAPHY
Year 7 have been creating artwork around the theme natural world, finding inspiration from
relevant artists and observing natural form in their everyday. It is important to focus on
embedding key foundation skills, exploring 3D artwork and incorporating textiles and mixed
media into their artwork. We also aim to ensure that our students question how they look and
think about the world around them. We have seen some spectacular junk sculptures, a
collaborative project creating a giant mixed media octopus and beautifully designed prints of
natural forms inspired by William Morris, Tiffany Kingston and Henri Matisse. Well done to Ben
Williams, Emily Struthers and Lia Bellamy for their outstanding efforts on their junk creature
sculptures.

Year 8 have been working in black and white, learning how to look and observe when
tackling still life compositions. They have been showing off their photographic skills
and gaining a deeper understanding about how we see and look at their own
artwork and other artists. We have drawn inspiration from Josef Sudek, one of the
great masters of photography. A special well done to Chloe Booth, Artie Cutting and
Brandon Candy for their photo responses. Lawson May, for his exemplary research
skills, language and knowledge. Lola Churchill and Lola Anderson both for their
charcoal compositions. We will continue to build on these skills, looking at Stephen
Johnson and Giorgio Morandi.

Mia Mckeown
‘Things we might miss’

‘Painting with light’
collaborative project

Natalie Cruceru
‘Self -portrait’

We will remember them’
Whole school collaborative project

Art club every Tuesday

Bake off club every Monday

‘May your Christmas be filled with love and
colour always’ collaborative project

MESSAGE FROM MR HICKS
Head of Year 7
I can't believe how quickly this term has gone! It seems a life time ago
since we welcomed 180 into our CHS family. I would like to start by
saying a massive thank you to everyone. The students have excelled and
have made such an amazing start here. The students have shown
excellent levels of hardwork, enthusiasm and determination.

...our lovely
Year 7's have
really
excelled...

I remember meeting our Year 7's way back in July for their two
induction days at Salesian College, and it has been so amazing to watch
them grow in confidence and really thrive. I am so proud of every one of
the Year group and their journey they've been on. We've had some
amazing events this year, including Careers advice, REVO, and
Open2music coming in and performing to the students. It was a real
pleasure at the end of last half term to see so many students at the
brilliantly organised Year 7 disco!
We have had a really busy three months where our lovely Year 7's have
really excelled and given themselves the best platform to push on in the
next term. I look forward to students having a well deserved two week
break, where they can refresh and recharge their batteries ready to go
again.
We're in the middle of advent, the traditional time of preparation and
waiting. No doubt all of our amazing Year 7's have been waiting for their
break! Rest up, stay safe and I can't wait to begin again in January. Have
a wonderful Christmas full of joy, love, and family time.
God bless!

MESSAGE FROM MISS O'BRIEN
Head of Year 8
I can hardly believe that we have come to the end of our first term in the new building! It has been
fantastic to see how the Year 8 students have 'stepped up' acting as ambassadors for our school.
We have celebrated huge successes through Sport, Music and Technology and I look forward to the
students having a new opportunity to succeed in January 2020.
Special mentions to the following students for their continued hard work and determination this
term Mia Grant, Luca Buttacci, Ben Morgan, Frankie Bell, Lucianna Gregory and Summer Hudson.
For academic achievement and success at school Ethan Batchelor, Ethan Gerrard, Skye Tran, Chloe
Booth, For always being positive Sam Bentman, Brandy Candy, Isla Chabuka, Lily Carroll, Charlie
Izzard, Byron Mitchell, Mo Elden- Ford, Megan Ho and Denis Mataj.
I would like to wish everyone, all friends and family members at Chertsey High School a restful and
special Christmas holiday. I look forward to what 2020 has in store for our students.

MESSAGE FROM MRS BROWNE
Head of Year 9
I would just like to take this opportunity to congratulate Year 9 on a fantastic first term. As a new
starter myself this year, I would like to thanks all Year 9 students and parents for being so
welcoming. It has been a pleasure to see Year 9 flourish as leaders of the school this term and
dealing with the added pressure that Year 9 brings so well. Next term sees our run into GCSEs ramp
up again, we have Options Evening to look forward to on Wednesday 15th January and we will be
hearing the rest of our Options Assemblies.
Parents and Guardians, thank you for your ongoing support with your sons and daughters this
term. As we move into next term, we are expecting them to be taking more and more responsibility
for themselves, whether that is responsibility for their homework, conversations with staff about
equipment, punctuality or detentions so that they are fully prepared both academically and
emotionally for 2020 and Year 10.
I would like to wish you and your families, a very happy Christmas and I am looking forward to a
hugely successful New Year.

HELLO FROM SEND
By Ms Brazier
It has been a very busy term for the SEND
department, and we have been lucky enough to
welcome 6 new teaching assistants to our team.
Our combined experience covers; primary;
secondary; maths specialism; English specialism;
KS2 SATs; ELSA. We have been coaching some of
our Y7s with extra maths and English sessions as
well as times table interventions to build firmer
foundations for our lessons in these subjects.
Chertsey High School has also been developing
relationships with Salesian Sixth Form College
and every Wednesday we have the help of 34
sixth formers some of whom have been carrying
out 1:1 reading with Y7; some have been assisting
in lessons and some have been involved in art
sessions.
It has been a joy to work with these young adults
who are also acting as mentors to our students
around school.

CHRISTMAS SERVICE
On Wednesday, all of our 450 Chertsey High School students walked into
Chertsey to attend a Christmas service at St Peter's Church. We heard 3
student readings and also a prayer, written and beautifully read by our
Student Leadership Team leader, Natalie Cruceru.
It was a proud and humbling moment to watch all of our students walk
through town, showing off their good manners and perfect uniform!
Members of the public stopped and watched in amazement as flock after
flock of grey blazers engulfed the town centre. In the church, we reflected
on our year so far, and thought about the Christmas period with our
family and friends. We took a moment to think about those less fortunate
than ourselves and wish them well for the coming year.

SURREY YOUNG CARERS ANGEL AWARD
Chertsey High School is delighted to announce that we have been
awarded the Young Carers Angel Award by Surrey County Council. We
would like to thank the staff and young carers who have been working
towards this award since March 2019. The award recognises the excellent
practice and support provided by Chertsey High School through our
pastoral system and our Wellbeing team. It also recognises that we have
created a culture of acceptance, understanding and support for all our
young carers from the beginning of year 7. Our half-termly meetings are
an opportunity to meet as a group, talk about any worries, and plan our
first group trip in the New Year!

HEAD LICE
It has come to our attention that there have been several cases of head
lice across the school. Please could you make it a priority over the holiday
period to check your child’s hair and if necessary treat accordingly. Thank
you for your support.
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Please note a
change of dates:

Wishing you a very Merry
Christmas full of Love,
Kindness & many Blessings

Year 7 Band A:
Tues 16th June (3pm-7pm)
Year 7 Band B:
Weds 24th June (3pm-7pm)

- Mrs Munnik

Spring Term
07/01/2020

Start of Spring Term

26/02/2020

Year 9 FSB/MEN ACWY Vaccinations

15/01/2020

*Year 9 Options Evening

09/03/2020

*Year 9 Parents Evening Band A

21/01/2020

*Year 8 Parents Evening Band A

16/03/2020

*Year 9 Parents Evening Band B

28/01/2020

*Year 8 Parents Evening Band B

30/03/2020

House Winners Day Trip

29/01/2020

INSET day - School Closed

03/04/2020

End of Spring Term

17/02/2020 - 19/02/2020 Half term

(early close 12:00pm)

*Early Close at 2:30pm
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Word of the week:
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Theme of the week:
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Follow us on the web
Chertsey High School
@ChertseyHighPe
@ChertseyHighDrama

MOVEMBER
With the help of some talented fake facial hair artists, we
painted on as many moustaches as we could in
November and raised £165.65 for Movemeber.

