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Numeracy is the ability to apply mathematical skills and information successfully in unfamiliar contexts. We 
need numeracy to solve problems and make sense of numbers, time and many situations that we encounter 

regularly in day-to-day life. It is therefore vital that at Chertsey High School we support students to improve 

their numeracy skills and develop the logical thinking and reasoning skills that they need achieve success in 
life.    

 
At Chertsey High School, we provide opportunities for students to apply numeracy across the curriculum. 

Numeracy at CHS is split into 4 strands: developing numerical reasoning, using number skills, using measuring 

skills and using data skills.   
 

1. Developing numerical reasoning 
 
The ability of a learner to be able to reason effectively. Students will improve their numerical reasoning by 

developing the following skills:   

• Identify the skills and process required to solve a problem 

• Communicate their methodology by showing clear working 

• Review their work and draw conclusions 

2. Using number skills 
 

The ability of a learner to use and manipulate numbers when carrying out procedures. The 5 key areas of 
development are: 

• Use number facts and relationships.  
• Fractions, decimals, percentages and ratio.  
• Calculate using mental and written methods.  
• Estimate and check.  
• Manage money 

3. Using measuring skills  
 
The ability of a learner to know what measurement to use in which context and read measurement scales. 

The 3 main areas of focus are: 

• Length, weight/mass, capacity.  

• Time.  

• Temperature 
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4. Using data skills 
 
The ability of a learner to collect, record, represent and analyse data.  

Elements of these four strands of numeracy are embedded into all schemes of work and numeracy is therefore 
integrated into the teaching of all subjects.  

 

To support the learning carried out across the curriculum, there is a weekly tutor-time numeracy programme. 
The results achieved by all students in the activities completed as part of the numeracy programme are 

recorded so that student progress in numeracy can be monitored. An intervention programme has been put 
in place to support learners who we identify may benefit from intervention. In these intervention sessions, a 

‘concrete-pictorial-abstract’ approach is followed. This involves firstly using a ‘hands-on’ approach using real 

objects to develop conceptual understanding. Secondly, students relate their hands-on experience to a 
representation (such as a diagram of picture) of the problem. By achieving the hands-on and pictorial steps, 

the learner can lastly represent the problem by using mathematical notation. In addition to these sessions, we 
have a maths-specialist TA who leads times tables ‘drop in’ sessions daily before school.   

 
It is the responsibility of all teaching and support staff at CHS to ensure that numeracy is embedded across 

the curriculum and part of the children’s academic lives.   

 


